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Foreword

The 21st century shall be a century of scientific and technical take-off.

During this new century, the tasks entrusted to the cultural workers are heavy
and the road ahead is long. They have to use advanced science and technology to
disseminate knowledge, information and excellent national culture, and try their
utmost to serve the whole population. To cater to this need, digital libraries have
emerged at this critical moment. As an important yardstick for ensuring the level of
the national information infrastructure and one of the focuses of competition between
various countries in the fields of culture and science and technology, development of
digital libraries has not only cause a revolution in the library community, but also
provided a new and effective tool for dissemination of excellent cultures.

The China Digital Library Project was officially started in the year 2000 under
the auspices of Ministry of Culture. The Basic National Digital Library Project has
been approved by the Chinese Government and listed as a key construction project in
China’s 10th Five-Year Plan on National Economic and Social Development. This is a
solid step forward to speed up China’s construction of China’s digital information
resource infrastructure, to promote information resource sharing, and develop its
information industry by leaps and bounds. As a huge national cultural project,
however, there are many problems to be solved in the construction of the China
Digital Library Project. Under such a circumstance, it is of vital importance to carry
out an extensive, multi-echeloned and multi-channeled exchange and cooperation in
information technology both at home and abroad. In order to start the project at a
comparatively higher point, the International Conference of Digital Library—
Opportunities and Challenges in the New Millennium, sponsored by the Ministry of
Culture and hosted by the National Library of China with support from the Ministry
of Education, the Ministry of Science and Technology, the Ministry of Foreign Trade
and Economic Cooperation, the General Administration of Radio, Film and
Television, the General Administration of Press and Publication ( the National
Copyright Administration), and the People’ s Government of Beijing Municipality,
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will be éolemnly held in Beijing between July 9—11, 2002. Undoubtedly, this grand
gathering of China’s digital library circle shall be of extraordinary significance to
promoting development of digital libraries in China. It shall also produce an active
influence upon the development of digital libraries in all countries of the world. It can
be said that the conference shall be a beneficial exploration into the construction of a
platform of exchanges between China and other countries in the world in the field of
digital libraries. With its significance extending beyond the fields of cooperation in
digital libraries, the conference offers a forum for dialogue between different
countries, different nations, and different cultures. It shall produce an immeasurable
influence upon future development of culture in various countries in the world. More
than 100 papers have been collected in the proceedings. From different angles, these
papers provide solutions to issues of common concern that may crop up during the
process of construction of digital libraries. They shall not only be of referential
importance to implementation of the China Digital Library Project, but also conducive
to broaden our field of vision, widen our train of thought, and guarantee a
comparatively high starting point of construction of the project in the overall terms.
Via digital libraries, the China people shall extend their acquaintance of the world,
and the world shall acquire a closer acquaintance with China. China’ s libraries
shoulder the responsibility to preserve and share with others all important information
about human civilization, and to build a bridge connecting China and the rest of the
world. This will be beneficial not only to the social development in China, but also to
the promotion of peace and common development in the world.

Being splendid, extensive and profound, the Chinese culture runs a long course
and from a remote source, and it has always been a show, both in the past and at
present, of the all-embracing mind of the Chinese nation. We should make use of the
opportunity of construction of the China Digital Library Project to carry forward and
disseminate the Chinese culture, to bring China closer to the world, and to play a due

role in advancing human civilization.

Sun Jiazheng
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