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Publicize Taiyuan, bulib Taiyuan
and give full rein to Taiyuan’ s func—
tion as the centre city of Shanxi en-—
ergy “resources, heavy and chemical
industries base,

By Wang Senhao
Governor of Shanxi Province
June, 1991.
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Foreword

On extensive loess plateau, at the edge of rich
Jinzhong basin, there is a ancient city with unending
hills on its east, west and nerth and Fenhe River
running through from north to south, which is the
capital of Shanxi Province, and svering as the poli-
tical, ecnnomie, communication, education, science,
culture, technology and information centre of Shanxi
Provinces The city is called Taiyuan.

Taiyuan is one of the districts which developed
relatively earlier in Chinese development with long
histcry, splendid culture and thriving economy. The
‘culture in the Stome Age found from Gujiao Lijiada,
Hekcu,and Shiqianfeng ccunties tell people that over ten
‘thousands years ago, Taiyuan ancestors already lived,
worked and developed on this ancient loess plateay
-and created the earlier Taiyuan civilizatirn as wells
The culture of the Stone Age found in Yijing, Yan-
jiago‘u, Dajingyu, Guangshe, Dongtaibao and Shan-
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chengmao districts all vividly reveal that scme six
thousands years ago, Fenhe valley already became a
tribe with relatively large population,developed cc.nomy
and thriving cultures It deserves to be mentioned
that the culture remains in Shang Dynasty called
“Xudan Type Culture” found in Xudan Village, Sou-
th District of Taiyuan fills in the gaps of Taiyuan
development history.

" The development of Taiyuan Cify also has a very
long history. Gengyangyi County (Qingyuan County
of Qingxu District nowadays) and Mengyi County

(Dameng County of Yangquan District nowadays)
set up in the Zhou Dynasty, Jingyang City (Jingyuan
Couynty in South District nowadays) found in the
Spring and Autumn Period, Taiyuan City established
in Taipengxingguo Period of early Song Dynasty were
orce the political, economic, cultural, military centre
and communicatisn hub for not only Taiyuan City,
but also Shanxi Province and North China in various
ages of the past, The city also had high reputation
for its good grain harvest, thriving. ecomomy, rich
resources and talented people emerging in successi-ne

From Northern Qi Period of Northern Dynasties,
Tang Dynasty to Later Tang, Later lin, Later Han,~
Northern Han Period of Five D¥nasties, scme of
them took, Taiyuan as their capital cx second capital,
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some started from Taiyuam, so the city got another:
name called “Dragon City” , Tajyuan is a city with.
glorions revolutionary tradition. After the May 4th-
Movement in 1919,carly protagonist and revolutionary -
pioneer of the Communist Party of China Gao Junyu
personally founded Taiyuan Socialist Youth [eague:
and First Taiyuan Communist Party Group. Prole-
tarian revolutionist of the odler generation Zhou-
Enlai, Liu Shaoqi, Peng Zheng, Xu Xianggian and
Bo Yibo once lived, worked and made great achieve-
ments bere.

Taiyuan City is well known for its rich resou-
rees, coal mining, steel and copper making and cera-
mic industries. In Chinese modern history, Taiyuam
also belongs to the earlier developed industrial city
with solid industrial foundation. But owing to histo~
rical factor and geographical location, the vity was
somewhat -secluded and its economy developed slowly.

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of
China, a great changes have taken place in Taiyuan
City. Especially in later over ten years since 1979,
with the reform waves of our country, the oity has
set its foot on vitalizieg road. Stability and unity
politically, rapid economic development has made the
city change with cach passing day and win brilliant
achievvements on all fronts. Taiyuan has:grown inta
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a centre city of energy rescurces, heavy and chemical
industries base with coal, metallurgical, machinery
and chemical industries as its pillars, Natiomal eco-
nomy has increased ten times on total social output
value, total national output value, total amount on.
industrial interst rate, total output value on constrit-.
ction, trassportation, post and telecommunjcation fi~
elds, total amount on retail,total value on export sur-
play, local revenue, average purchasing power and in-
vestment on mumnicipal construction. An entirely new
and more brilliant Taiyuan is marching on rapidly
along the road of “buiding the socialism with Chinese
characteristics” put forward by Comrade Deng Xiao-
pinge.

In order to let more people, more regions, and
more countries know Taiyuan and understand Taiyuan,
in order to make 2.6million Taiyuan citizens love Ta~.
iyuan more, build Taiyuan further and do his best for
Taiyuan economic development, reform and opening,
Comrade Ruiwu, Kefu and other comrades edit and
write this series about Taiyuan on its. history, eco~
‘nomy, products and resources, coastruction, commun=
ication, cwlture education, historical figure, folk cus=
tom, streets evolution, historical relics and local pro-
ducts, in all twelve respects, Taking this opportunity,
we would like to extend our conmgratulation on this
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publications We sincerely hcpe it can be used as a
window fcr our friends b.th inside and outside the
country to understand Taiyuan, and become a motive
feree for Taiyuan citizens to love and build up Tai-
yuan.
By Sun Ying o
Standing Member cf Shanxi Provincial Cemmi-~
ttee and Secrctary of Taiyvan Municipal Com~
mittce of the Ccmmusist Party of China
Meng Lizheng
Mayor of Taiyuan City and Deputy Secretary
of Taiyuan Municipal Committee of the Communist
Party of China
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