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1. The Stoty of the Wolf

q

.Long ago in JItaly! there lived a king called
-Rrocas®. He was a wise and good king. When
he died he left twosons. The name of the elder
son was Numitor® and the name of the younger
son was Amulius?,

By law® the elder son, Nurmtor was then

king, but' Amulius wanted to become king.
1 S0 -Amulius said-to Numitor; “One of us
;shall have the gold and jewels left By our father,
‘and the other shall have.the crown® and-be kmg
Do, you think that this is right ' :

<, Numitor was very kind and gentlc He did
~ not want to quarrel with his brother; so he said,
“Yes”.

“Then I will have the crown,” said Amulius,
and he became king. But he took not only the
cpown but all the gold and jewels too; and he
drove Numitor away.

. Numitor lived quietly in the country w1th
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his wife and two children. He did not try to
get back what he had lost.”

Amulius remained king. He was always
afraid that one day Numitor, or one of his chil-
dren, would try to get the crown back.

“1 shall never have real peace while my
brother’s children are alive,” he said to himself®,

So he ordered his servants to kill Numitor’s
son and to shut away® Numitor’s daughter.

The god Mais!® became angry with Amulius
but he was kind to Numitor’s daughter.

One night Numitor’s daughter had a strange
dream in her prison. She dreamed that two
trees came from two leaves which she wore in
her hair. The two trees grew and grew until
they reached the sky. She dreamed this same
dream seven times, and then she knew that it
was a dream sent from the gods.

After this two sons were boin to her. Peo-
ple had never seen such beautiful babies.

When Amulius heard of!! the birth of these
sons he was very angry. He called two of his
servants,

“The girl must be kifled at once,” he said,



“and her little boys must be thrown into the
river.” R

The servants obeyed this order: they put
the bables in.a basket ‘and threw it into the
river. . Thé river was flowing!? fast and the water
was: high and dangerous The basket lay on the
water and was carried down the river to the
foot of a hill. It was driven against a_tree.!®
As the water dropped back it was left there in
a dry, safe place. |

The babies had slept all this time, but new
they suddenly awoke, expecting to see their
mother looking down at them. But they could
see nothing except the dark sky and the branches
of a tree. They were cold and hungry and they
began to cry.

- Then in the dark night they saw two green
eyes looking down at them. It was a great big
grey she-wolff5. The hungry babies stopped
crying and looked in surprise at the animal.

The wolf smelled round the basket. Then
she pushed it until it fell over on its side. The
two babies rolled out of it. She washed!® them
both with her tongue and carried them away to
her cave on the hill,  There she fed them with
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her milk and looked after them just as if they
had been her own babies.

Later the god Mars sent his own birds to
feed them. The birds flew in and out of the
cave each day, bringing with them food for
the little boys.

But neither the wolf nor the birds could do
everything for the children. So the god Mars
sent Faustulus'? to help them.

Faustulus was a servant of King Amulius
and looked after his animals. As he went near

-



the river one day.he noticed the empty basket
lying onits 81dc near the tnce Then hc went
\near the cave. | i o ol ol R
<“This iy irery 'straﬁg!ax P he said.: “There is
a blrd.— flying irito-khe cavel With:a: piece of bread
in its mouth, and a wolf has just come out: of
the cave and:is running into the woods.”
Faustulus went into‘the cave. - 'There he saw
the ‘two beautiful: children, :lying on a soft bed
of grass. :
He said to- ‘himself, “These children: must
be children of the gods. I will tdke them home
with: me.”? S e
He took the babies in hls arms and carried
them home to his wife. - N
“They are beautiful :rboys,”’ said his wife,
“They shall live here with us and we will cali
them Romulus'® and Remus'®.”

i-
[

As the years passed the two boys grew up
brave and strong®. When they were old enough
they helped Faustulus to look after the animals.

Sometimes the servants of King Amulius
had fights with the servants of Numitor, whose
fields were near.: . For Numitor still lived quietly
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on his farm. He did not know that the two
children of his daughter had been saved from
death and were living so near him.

One day Remus had a quarrel with the serv-
ants of Numitor. They took him prisoner?
and brought him before their master.

“Who are you ?” asked Numitor. He
thought to himself, “This boy’s face makes me
remember?? my long-lost®® daughter. T wonder
who he is.”

Remus told Numitor all about himself and
his brother. Just then Faustulus and Romulus
came looking for Remus. The servants brought
them before Numitor,

“This bov says that he was found by you
in a cave when he was a baby,” said Numitor to
Faustulus.

“Yes. He and his brother came from a
basket in the river,” said Faustulus. “A wolf
was looking after them and some birds ivere
bringing them food. I took them to my wife.
She has cared for them? ever since.”

Numitor thought, “Romulus and Remus
are the sons of my daughter ! I am sure of
that ! They haye been saved from?® King Amu-
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lius.” He was very happy. ,

“I am your grandfather,” he told the two -
young men, “and I am glad to know that
you are alive and well. Faustylus and his wife
have been very good to you.”

Romulus and Remus were also very hap-
py. When Numitor told them about Amulius
they became angry.

“He killed our mother and he tried to
kill us I they cried. “We will go with our
men to see him.”

They gathered a small army of men and
went to the placé where King Amulius lived.
They ran into the King’s room.

“You stole the crown from our grand-
father Numitor !” they cried. “See ! We are
the two boys whom you tried to kill! You
killed our mother and you shall die for it®* !”

Before Amulius could say a word they
sprang on him¥ with their swords and cut his
head off.

Then they brought Numltor to be king
in his place and all the people were very
glad.,
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Exercises:

Say which statements are true and which are

false according to the story:

1.
2.
3.

o

Numitor should become king by law.
Numitor had the crown. )

The bad king killed the two babies of Numitor’s
daughter.

A hungry wolf ate onc of the babies.

The god Mars sent the birds to help the babies.

. The servants of the king and the servants of
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Numitor often had tights.

Old Numitor finally knew that the two young
men brought before him by his servants were
his grandsons.

The bad king escaped when Romulus and

Remus ran into his room,



2. How Rome Began

~ After a little tinie the two brothers dec1ded
u} ‘build a city on the Palatine Hill', near the
Plage where the wolf had looked after them.
They went to the hill and found a good
place. Then they began to talk of a name for
their city.? ;
“I will be king and give the new amy my
name,”’ said Remus.
.+ “No I” cried Romulus. “I will be king
and call the city by my name?, I have as much
right as you have!” S
The brothers began to quarrel, because
each wanted the city for himself. :
., Then their grandfather Numitor said, “Do
not quarrel. Let the gods decide. Romulus,
you go and stand on the top of this hill>, Rem-
us, you go and stand on the top of that hill over
there. Then you must both ask the gods to
help you.,”. :
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