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UNIT 1 Holidays
PASSAGE 1

A Birthday Party

Jenny lives in England. She
was born in July. Her
birthday is always during the
summer holidays. She has a
birthday party at her home
every year. This is Jenny's
diary. Read about her
birthday party this year.

. Saturday, 15th July
Today is my birthday. I am 14 years old today. I had a party

at my house. ‘All my friends came.

In the mormng my mother and I went to the supermarket. We

ought some snacks and soft drinks. Then we went back home. We 5

Hgot the living ro0m ready. We put the food and drinks on grta.ble,A

a,nd we put up lots of balloons around the TOOM. Aft;.erwa.rj‘}do, the

‘room looked very bright and colourful

At two O clock my fmends arrived. Each person brought me a

, present One fmend gave me a video game. Afterwards, we played, 10

video games, ate crisps and drank soft drinks. )
At half- past three, my mum brought a bu*thda,y cake mto the

'hvmg room. There were. 14 candles on the cake. Mum lit the

, candles and turned off the hght Everyone sang ‘Happy Blrthda,y ,
‘then I blew ou ut the candles. Unfortunately I blew too hard. I blew 15

~cream all over my fmends\

Everyone screamedl ‘Then 1 sald SOrTy to my friends They

la,ughed because it didn’t matter. It was funny. Jackie said, “It

tastes good!”

My friends Went mto the bathroom and wasghed their faces. 20

Afterwards ‘Mum cut the cake and everyone had a piece. _All my

guests left around four o 'clock. I helped Mum clean up ,trhe mess. 1

ha.d a great birthday. It was the best part ‘of my summer lrloliﬂclo,y_. )




PASSAGE 1: A Birthday Party

COMPREHENSION

A Complete these sentences. Circle the letters. Follow the example.

1 Jenny had her birthday party ... 4 Jenny blew out the candles and
a) in a restaurant. she ...
b) at school. a) ate all the cake.
c) at a friend’s house. b) blew cream on the floor.
at home. @ blew cream all over her
friends.

2 Jenny’s friends arrived at her

d) sang ‘Happy Birthday'.

home ...

a) in the morning. 5 Jenny’s friends ... after Jenny blew
at two o’clock. out the candles.

c) at halfpast three. a) were angry

d) at four o’clock. b) cried

c) were upset
One of Jenny’s friends gave her

1
a) a video. aughed

b) some snacks.

@ a video game.

d) some balloons.

B Are these statements true or false? Tick ( v ) the boxes. Correct the false
statements. Follow the example.

U e O N

True False
Jenny’s birthday is always during the summer holidays. [(v]1 [ 1
At the supermarket, Jenny and her mother bought some presents.[ 1 [V ]
Jenny’s friends didn’t give her any presents. [ 1 [v]
Jenny and her friends played video games at the party. (v1 [ 1]
Jackie didn’t like the taste of the cake. [ 1 [V]

2 At the supermarket, Jenny and her mother bought some snacks and soft

drinks.

3 Jenny’s friends gave her some presents.

5 Jackie liked the taste of the cake.




UNIT 1: Holidays

C Answer these questions. Follow the example.

1 What does Jenny do on her birthday every year?
She has a birthday party at her home.

2 What did Jenny and her mother buy at the supermarket?

They bought some snacks and soft drinks.

3 What did they put up around the room?

They put up some balloons.

4 Who lit the candles on the birthday cake?

Jenny’s mother lit the candles on the birthday cake.

5 Why did Jenny blow cake cream all over her friends?
She blew cake cream all over her friends because she blew out the candles too

hard.

VOCABULARY WORK

A What do these words mean? Complete the sentences. Circle the letters. Follow
the example.

1 If an event occurs ‘during’ (intro) 4 If somcthing ‘didn’t matter’
the school holidays it is ... the (line 18), it ...
holiday period. wasn’t important.
a) before b) was a bad thing.

in c) wasn’t necessary.

c) after

A ‘present’ (line 10) is a thing ...

a) people dislike.
b) you win.

@ people buy.

3 If someone ‘screamed’(line 17)

b

he or she ...
a) fell over.

shouted loudly.

c) sang.

If someone makes a ‘mess’
(line 22), he or she causes ...
a) happiness.

b) sadness.

@ untidiness.

The ‘best part’ (line 23) of the
summer holidays was ... of the
holiday.
a) at the beginning
b) at the end
@ the most enjoyable part



PASSAGE 1: A Birthday Party

B Here are some verbs from the passage. Look at these pictures. Write what
each person is doing in the spaces. Choose a simple past tense verb form from
the box. Follow the example.

screamed

put up cleaned up

turned off gave

lit

lit

screamed

put up

1 Tom

2 Mary

3 I turned off
4 Mrs Leung

5 1

6

Bill cleaned up

the picture.

| ' BE=

TR

the fire with a match.
when she saw the spider.

the air-conditioner because the room was cold.

my friend a present on her birthday.

the living room before his mother arrived.

C Here are some words from the passage. The words in the box have opposite
meanings (antonyms) to the words in Column A. Complete Column B with
suitable words from the box. Follow the example.

arrived
turned on
worst

bad

no one

soft

Column A Column B
hard soft
left arrived

turned off turned on
good bad
best worst

everyone no one




UNIT 1: Holidays

PASSAGE 2

A Summer Walking Adventure
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During the summer holidays, Peter and Martin enjoy walking in the

YN

countryside. They like to go walking in the hills on the outskirts of their
town. One sunny day in August, they decided to walk over the hills to the
next town.

After about an hour, they came to a small village. They stopped for a drink 5
of water. Then they continued walking. About five minutes later, they came

to the edge of a large field. They were walking across the field when Martin
suddenly shouted to Peter, “Peter! A snake just bit me!”

Peter saw a brown snake moving across the field. Peter ran back to his
friend. He told Martin not to move. Martin felt a sharp pain in his right foot. 10
Peter remembered the first aid he learned at school. He took two towels out

of his bag. He wrapped one towel below the snake bite. He wrapped the
other towel above the bite.

“We need a doctor,” Peter said. “Maybe there’s one in the village we just
passed. Stay here. I'll go and check.” 15

Martin sat down. He didn’t look very well. Peter ran back to the small
village. He saw two men inside a restaurant. Peter ran inside.

“Please help me,” he said to the men. “A snake has bitten my friend.”




PASSAGE 2: A Summer Walking Adventure

“Calm down,” said one of the men. “Where is the snake bite?”
“On his right foot,” said Peter. “Can you help him?” 20
“Yes, I can,” the man answered. “But first, can you describe the snake?”

“Yes, it was about two feet long. It was brown with a white mark on its
head.”

“That’s good,” said the man. “It was a field snake. They’re not poisonous.
Your friend is probably OK. Now, take me to him.” 25

Peter took the man to see Martin. The man picked up Martin and carried
him to his car in the village. He drove both boys to the town hospital and a

doctor treated Martin. He was all right.

COMPREHENSION

A Complete these sentences. Circle the letters. Follow the example.

1 Peter and Martin were walking ... 4 Peter wrapped ...
a) to their town. a) a towel around the snake bite.
b) to the hills and back again. one towel above the bite and
c) to a small village. one below it.
to the next town. c) a towel around Martin’s leg.
2 The two boys came to a small d) two towels around Martin’s
village ... arm.
a) after they walked across a 5 A field snake ...
field. a) does not bite.
before they walked across a b) is poisonous.
field. @ is not poisonous.
c) after they had a drink of d) has a brown mark on its head.
water.

d) after walking for a few
minutes,

3 They stopped in the village
because they were ...
a) hungry.
b) tired.
c) angry.

thirsty.



UNIT 1: Holidays

B Give short answers to these questions. Follow the example.

1 What do Peter and Martin enjoy doing during the summer holidays?

Walking in the countryside.

2 Where are the hills?

On the outskirts of their town.

3 Where did Peter go to get help for Martin?

Back to the small village.

4 What did the snake look like?

It was about two feet long, and brown with a white mark on its head.

5  What kind of snake was it?

A field snake.

C Are these statements true or false? Tick ( v ) the boxes. Correct the false
statements. Follow the example.

True False
1 The weather was bad when the boys went walking. [ 1 [v]
2 The snake bit Martin when they were in the village. I 1 1v]
3 The snake bit Martin on the foot. [v1 [ 1
4 Peter learned first aid at school. (V1 [ ]
5 The man in the restaurant was a doctor. [ 1 /]

1 The weather was good when the boys went walking.

2 The snake bit Martin when they were in the field.

5 The man in the restaurant wds not a doctor,




PASSAGE 2: A Summer Walking Adventure

VOCABULARY WORK

A Here are some words from the passage. Match the words in Column A with
their meanings in Column B. Follow the example.

Column A Column B
1 outskirts (line 2) [ c] a) hold something and move at the same time
pain (kne 10) [d] b) something that can cause illness or death

towel (line 12) [ f] ¢) outer areas

2
3
4 poisonous (line 24) [ b ] d) feeling of hurt or discomfort
5 carried (line 26) [a] e) helped; took care of

6

treated (line 28) [e] ) piece of cloth used to dry things

B Complete these sentences with the words in exercise A. Follow the example.

1 After eating the meal, I felt a sudden pain in my stomach.
2 Usea towel to dry your hands.

3 My father carried the bag because it was heavy.

4 My family lives on the outskirts of the city.

5 There are many poisonous snakes in China.

treated

6 My sister was for food poisoning last week.

C Here are some words from the passage. The words in the box have opposite
meanings (antonyms) to the words in Column A. Complete Column B with
suitable words from the box. Follow the example.

Column A Column B
earlier enjoy dislike
dislike over under
left later earlier
under above below
put down picked up put down
below ight o




UNIT 2 Modern Science
PASSAGE 1

The Age of the Dinosaur

Science Matters is Radio Five's weekly look at
the world of science. Today there is an
interview with Dr Wang, an expert on

dinosaurs.

ST R S 5 . i TN S R

Good morning Dr Wang. Thanks for coming to talk to us today. Firstly, what
were dinosaurs?

Dinosaurs lived on Earth a long time ago. Some dinosaurs were huge and had
long tails ~ they were bigger than a whole family of elephants. Others were very

small — they were about the size of a chicken. Not all dinosaurs ate meat. Some 3

Just ate plants. Not all of them were dangerous. Some were harmless.
When did they live on Earth?

¢ Dinosaurs lived on Earth for about 135 million years. Man has lived here for only
35,000 years. About 65 million years ago, however, all the dinosaurs died in a

very short period of time. Nobody knows why it happened suddenly. 10
How do we know about dinosaurs?

Scientists study dinosaur bones and eggs to get information. They discover how

N A R

dinosaurs lived, what they looked like, where they lived and what they ate.

Scientists now believe that dinosaurs were very colourful animals.

Were they clever animals? 15

In the past, scientists thought that dinosaurs were slow and stupid. We now know
that many dinosaurs were fast and powerful. Some were not only fast, but clever
too. They used the long claws on their feet to kill their food. Other dinosaurs
were probably very stupid. One very large dinosaur had a brain the size of a
peanut! 20

! Do you think they could ever live on Earth again?

¢ In the Hollywood film Jurassic Park, a scicntist brings dinosaurs back to lifc from
an old egg. Scientists in China recently found some dinosaur eggs similar 1o the

¢ one in the film. Could they bring dinosaurs back to life; It is unlikely, but in

science, anything seems possible! 25 ;




PASSAGE 1: The Age of the Dinosaur

COMPREHENSION

A Complete these sentences. Circle the letters. Follow the example.

1 Dinosaurs ...
a) didn’t live in China.
lived many years ago.
c) are still living in China.

d) lived under water.

2 Dinosaurs lived on Earth for
about ... years.

a) 35,000
b) 65 million

@ 135 million

d) 200 million

3 Today, scientists study dinosaur ...

to learn about them.
a) films
bones

c) pictures

d) animals

4 In the past, scientists thought
dinosaurs were ... animals.

a) slow, powerful
b) stupid, fast
c) huge, fast

slow, stupid

5 Some large dinosaurs had very ...
brains.

a) large
b) heavy

@ small

d) powerful

B Are these statements true or false? Tick ( v ) the boxes. Correct the false
statements. Follow the example. True False
1 All dinosaurs were very big. [ 1 [V]
2  Some dinosaurs ate meat. [(v1 [ 1]
3 Dinosaurs lived on Earth before people did. [v] [ 1
4 Dinosaurs were not colourful. [ 1 [V 1]
5 Some dinosaur eggs were found in China recently. [v1 [ 1]

1 Some dinosaurs were very big and others were very small.

4 Dinosaurs were very colourful.

10



UNIT 2: Modern Science

C Give short answers to these questions. Follow the examples.

1 What two things did Dr Wang say about the size of dinosaurs?

a) Some were huge.

b) Some were very small.

2 What two things did Dr Wang say about the eating habits of dinosaurs?

a) Some ate meat.

b) Some just ate plants.

8 What two things did Dr Wang say that scientists study?
a) Eggs.

b) Bones.

4 What four things did Dr Wang say that scientists learn from the study of
dinosaur bones?

a) How dinosaurs lived.

b) What they looked like.

c) Where they lived.

d) What they ate.

VOCABULARY WORK

A Here are some words from the passage. Choose the best meaning for each one.
Circle the letters. Follow the example.

1 huge (line 3) 4 discover (line 12)

a) big learn
very big d) forget

2 harmless (line 6) 5 powerful (line 17)
a) dangerous "a) very fast
not dangerous very strong

3 suddenly (line 10) 6 recently (line 23)
a) slowly a short time ago
very quickly b) a long time ago

11



