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PREFACE TO THE CHINESE TRANSLATION

In August 1998, the IFLA Public Library Section held a
two-day preconference seminar in Noordwijk, Netherlands. This
seminar was conducted by Philip Gill (UK), a member of the IF-
LA Public Library Section Standing Committee. A decision was
made to revise the IFLA Guidelines for Public Libraries pub-
lished in 1986. This decision received support from the
UNESCO. The working group consulted colleagues around the
world for comments and suggestions and revised the Guidelines
accordingly. The working draft was also presented for discussion
at the IFLA Conference in Amsterdam (1998), Bangkok (1999)
and Jerusalem (2000). The Guidelines was formerly published at
the 67% IFLA Conference in Boston, August 2001,

The preliminary draft of the “Public Library Service: Guide-
lines for Development” proposed by the working group was dis-
tributed at the 65® IFLA Conference in Bangkok, August 1999.
Mr. LIN Zuzao, a Chinese representative from the Zhejiang Li-
brary, obtained a copy of this draft at the conference, and later
translated it into Chinese. After consulting with the colleagues
from Zhejiang, Jiangsu, Fujian and Jiangxi provinces, he sent
suggestions to the working group in October 1999, which were
well received.

At the IFLA Conference in Boston (2001), Mr. LIN Zuzao
directly contacted Mr. Philip Gill, chair of the Draft Working
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Group, and asked for the copyright permission to have the
Guidelines published in Chinese, On October 10,2001, Mr, LIN
Zuzao received an agreement personally signed by Mr. Ross
Shimmon, Secretary General of IFLA. Considering that this
book concerns the public library service in China, Ms. Sun Beix-
ing, Vice Chairperson of the China Society for Library Science,
Ms. Cheng Xiaolan, Director of the Zhejiang Library and Dr.
Wu Jianzhong, Director of the Shanghai Library and a member of
the IFLA Governing Board held many detailed discussions and
reached an agreement. It was decided that the CSLS and the
Shanghai Society for Library Science would be in general charge
of the matter and the Zhejiang Library was entrusted to complete
the draft translation of the Guidelines. The Shanghai Library
would be responsible for the revision of the draft translation, and
for its publication. It was decided that the completed Chinese
translation of the Guidelines would be published by the end of
April 2002,

On January 26, 2001, the China Society for Library Science
signed the copyright agreement with the IFLA. The successful
publication of the IFLA/UNESCO Public Library Service:
Guidelines for Development in Chinese is the result and an excel-
lent example of the cooperation between the China Society for Li-
brary Science and the local society. The publication of the Guide-
lines also accomplishes one of the goals of the IFLA Regional
Section on Asia and Oceania Standing Committee to promote li-
brary standards and guidelines in the languages of the region. It
also represents the first non-English- version of the guidelines in

Asia and Oceania.
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The contents of the Public Library Service: Guidelines for
Development are divided into six parts, which are; the role and
purpose of the public library; the legal and financial framework;
meeting the needs of the users; collection development; human
resources, and the management and marketing of public librar-
ies. It also contains four appendices, including the IFLA/
UNESCO Public Library Manifesto. All these documents are of
very important reference value to the libraries, especially public
libraries throughout the country. It also needs to be mentioned
here that the Guidelines gives not only detailed discussions on ev-
ery related issue, but also many examples from different coun-
tries to illustrate the discussions, which makes it a convenient
reference tool for librarians.

Once again, for their outstanding contributions to the suc-
cessful publication of this work, we would like to express our
gréat thanks to Mr. LIN Zuzao, a research librarian of the Zhe-
jiang Library, Ms. FENG Jieyin, a reference librarian of the
Shanghai Library, and finally, the Zhejiang Library and the
Shanghai Scientific and Technological Documentation Press.

If there are any errors or omissions, we would appreciate

corrections from our readers and colleagues.

China Society for Library Science
February 22,2002
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