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Preface to the Test-Taker

Why Use This Book

This book can help you earn high scores on the TOEFL. Here are three important reasons why:

First, the practice tests in this book are very similar to those on the actual TOEFL. The practice
tests were developed after a statistical analysis of questions in many recent TOEFL tests. We analyzed
the frequency with which certain types of questions occurred on previous TOEFL tests and developed
categories of testing points represented by each question. These testing points were then used to write
practice questions that are very much like actual TOEFL questions.

Second, every practice question and every strategy relates directly to succeeding on the TOEFL.
You won’t waste your time or money using a book that has material that is not related to the TOEFL.

Third, this book will help you organize your study by pointing out the common testing points
in each section of the TOEFL. These testing points show you what to study to score high on the TOEFL.
When you focus on the testing points of the TOEFL questions as you study. you will increase your skills
in answering similar questions on the actual TOEFL.

In the next few years there will be major changes in the TOEFL. The Educational Testing
Service, which produces the TOEFL.. is in the process of making changes that should increase the
effectiveness of the test. Some sections that have been standard for many years will be removed. Other
sections witl change considerably. This TOEFL practice book reflects the most recent TOEFL changes.

How to Get the Most Out of This Book

The major part of this book consists of six practice tests. We know that practice tests help you prepare,
and that is why this book gives yousix of them. Butitis also important for you to practice test-taking skils.
We recommend the following approach to this book:

I. Use the Listening Comprehension audio cassette to get the full benetit of the Listening Compre-
hension practice tests.

2. Read Part One to get a general idea of the TOEFL and TWE and the general rules for taking these
tests.

3. Read Part Two to learn about the types of questions, testing points, and test-taking strategies.

4. Take the complete Test . following the time limits exactly. First check your answers using the
answer key only. If you missed a lot of questions, go back to Part Two and reread the testing points
and strategies for the sections that were difficult for vou, Then :zke the practice test again and check
the answer key to see if you improved your score. After checking the answer key, read the
explanatory answers to check again on the testing points of the questions you missed.

5 Take Practice Tests 2, 3,4, 5, and 6 just as you took Test I. Go back and forth between the practice
tests and the sections in Part Two that give you information about testing points. Focus especially
on the testing points in the areas that are most difficult for you.
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~ TOEFL and the TWE

A Bird’s-Eye View of the -

What Is the TOEFL?

The letters *“TOEFL™ stand for “Test of English as a Foreign Language.” The purpose of the test is to
evaluate the English proficiency of nonnative speakers of English who wish to study in colleges and
universities. TOEFL scores are used by more than 2,300 institytions in the United States and Canada. For
many of these institutions, you must send in your TOEFL score with your application. ;

The TOEFL has three sections: 1) Listening Comprehension, 2) Structure and Written Expression, and
3) Vocabulary and Reading Comprehension. The Listening Comprehension section tests your ability to
understand English as it is spoken in the United States and Canada. The Structure and Written Expression
section tests your ability to recognize standard written English. The Vocabulary and Reading Compre-_
hension section tests your ability to understand reading passages on nontechnical subjects.

There is no single “passing score” for this test. The minimum score for admittance to an institution is
set by that institution. Many universities require a score of 550 or higher for entrance, but some schools,
especially if they have English language classes, may accept a person with a score below 500.

What Is the TWE?

The letters “TWE” stand for “Test of Written English.” This is an essay test that is given on some
scheduled TOEFL dates. The TWE is not required by all schools, but if you take the TOEFL on a day that
the TWE is given, you must take the TWE. It takes 30 minutes and is scored separately from the TOEFL.

When Are the Tests Given? How Do |
Register?

The TOEFL is given almost every month on Fridays and Saturdays in many locations around the world.
You can take it as many times as you wish. The applications are in a booklet called “Bulletin of
Information for TOEFL and TSE.” (The letters “TSE” stand for Test of Spoken Enghsh a test that is not
described in this book.)

The Bulletin of Information is free, and it is available at many colleges, universities, and public
libraries in the United States and Canada. If you cannot find one in your area, you may request one from
the following agencies: ‘

TOEFL/TSE Service Or TOEFL/TSE

P.O. Box 6151 Trans-Canada Educational Evaluation Services
Princeton, New Jersey 08541-6151 P.O. Box 162, Station S

USA Toronto, ON MSM 4L7

Telephone number 609-951-1100 Canada

Fax: 609-771-7681 Telephone number 416-789-2331

Telex: 5106859596 ETSSCHO A PRIN
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How Is the TOEF.I.:JChanging?

The Educational Testing Service, which produces the TOEFL, is in the process of changing the format
of the TOEFL in order to make it a more valid indication of English language ability. Because of the new
changes, the format of the practice tests in this book may be different from the format of practice tests in
other TOEFL books, especially in the Listening Comprehension section. The differences in the types of
Listening Comprehension questions reflect new changes to the TOEFL. Be sure to read the Bulletin of
Information carefully before you take ‘he "OEFL in order to understand the latest changes to the test.
Though this practice book was accuratc at the time of publication, changes to the exam may have occurred
since then.

How Long Are the Tests?

There is more than one form of the TOEFL, and the forms have different lengths. On some testing days,
extraquestions are added to the TOEFL. These questions are being tested for use in future TOEFL exams.
You will not know which questions are the “test” questions, and you do not need to know, for these
questions are not counted in your TOEFL score. This long form has the same value as the more common
shorter TOEFL form. It does not matter which form you take; all scores are equivalent.

If you decide that you would rather take the shorter form of the TOEFL, sign up for the TOEFL on a
day when the TWE is given. You can be fairly certain that the shorter form will be given when the TWE
is given. Even if your institution does not require the TWE, it is good practice for you to take the TWE,
and you do not have to submit the score to your institution. The TOEFL and TWE scores are not combined.
On the days when the TWE is not given, your TOEFL may be the longer form. Generally speaking, the
longer form of the TOEFL is harder for most foreign students because it requires more mental energy to
complete the test. To help you prepare for either form of the test, Practice Test 4 in this book provides an
example of the longer form.

Summary of Test Formats

NOTE: The TOEFL is in the process of being changed. Check the latest Bulletin of Information for
TOEFL to see if the summary below is accurate for the test you will take.

Test Times

Standard (Short Form) Long Form
Filling out forms 30 minutes (approx.) 30 minutes (approx.)
TWE 30 minutes
TOEFL
Listening Comprehension 30 minutes (approx.) 50 minutes (approx.)
Structure and Written Expression 25 minutes 35 minutes
Yocabulary and Reading 45 minutes 65 minutes
Comprehension
Total for TOEFL : 1 hour and 40 minutes 2 hours and 30 minutes

Total Time in Testing Center 2 hours and 40 minutes 3 hours
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Test Questions

Standard (Short Form) Long Form
Section 1: Listening Comprehension '
Part A: Short Conversations . ’ 20 30
Par B: Long Conversations 15 25
Part C: Talks 15 25
Total 50 80
Section 2: Structure and Written Expression
Sentence Completion 15 23
Error Identification 25 37
Total 40 . 60
Section 3: Vocabulary and Reading Comprehension
Vocabulary 30 45
Reading Comprehension 30 ) 45
Total 60 . 90

TOEFL Total Questions 150 230







General Prepardtion for
the TOEFL

Learn the Rules of TOEFL and Apply Them to the
Practice Tests

Taking the TOEFL is like playing a game. In order to play the game well, you need to know the rules of
the game, and you must be able to apply the rules without spending a lot of time thinking about them. If
you are very familiar with the rules, you will feel less anxious, and you will be better able to concentrate
on the test itself.

Here are some of the key rules of TOEFL:

1.

You can work on only one section at a time. During the time limit for one particular section, you
may not turn back to the previous section or turn ahead to the next section.

Y ou may not turn the page and read ahead while the Listening Comprehension directions are bemg
read.

You must not make any marks in your test booklet or on your answer shect (except for filling in the
answer ovals). '
There is no penalty for choosing the wrong answer. You should take advantage of this rule by
answering every question, even if you have to guess.

. Only one answer is allowed for each question. If you mark two answers for one qu;.stxon you get

no credit for that question. :

There is no rest break during the test. If you have to leave to use the restroom or for any other reason,
you may do so, but you lose valuable test time. -

When the stop time is called, you must stop writing immediately and close your test booklet. If you
do not stop writing, you risk getting no credit for the entire test and having to repeat the TOEFL
at another time, ;

Mark Your Answer Sheet in the Correct Way

_ There is only one correct way to mark your answers on the answer sheet. Look at the examples below of
the correct and incorrect ways of filling in the answer spaces.

CORRECT WRONG WRONG

PO | OO ID

WRONG WRONG WRONG
D> POD|®EOHD|ED®D

Each time you take a practice test, use the special answer sheet to record your answers, and practice
filling in the ovals correctly. Then, you will feel comfortable with this way of marking answers, and you
will do it automatically at the real test.
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When you take the test, you need to go back and forth between your test booklet and your answer sheet.
This is sometimes difficult to do. You do not want to lose time by having to search for your place in the
answer book. And you certainly do not want to make an error by marking your answer in the wrong place.
To avoid these mistakes and to save time, practice using both hands to mark your place. If you are right-
handed, keep your left hand on the question in your test booklet and use your right hand to mark your place
on the answer sheet. After you mark an answer. keep your pencil on that place without moving it unti!
you are ready to mark your next answer. With one hand on the question and one hand on the answer sheet,
you will be able to keep track of where you are at all times. If you practice this procedure while you take
the practice tests in this book, it will seem comfortable to you when you take the real test.

Eliminate Incorrect Answer Choices

On the TOEFL there is no penalty for choosing an incorrect answer: therefore, you should answer every
question, even if you have to guess. If you randomly guess one answer out of four choices, your chance
of getting that answer correct is 25 percent. If you randomly guess one answer out of three choices, your
chance of getting that answer correct is 33 percent. If you randomly guess out of two choices, your chance
of getting a correct answer is 50 percent. That means if you can eliminate two of the answer choices, you
increase your chance of being correct from 25 percent to 50 percent.

Ways to Eliminate Answer Choices If You Do Not Know the
Correct Answer

1. First, look at all the answer choices and eliminate those that “seem™ wrong even 1f you do not know
the reason they may be wrong.

2. Second, try to figure out the testing point and think of the strategies you have learned in this book.
(You will read more about testing points in Part Two of this book.)

3. Third, and last, mark one letter (A, B, C, or D) for all the remaining unanswered questions. This
is not a very good strategy. but if you know you cannot finish in the time you have left, it is better
to fill in the ovals than leave them blank. You may gain a point or two by pure luck.

On the Day of the Test

1. Bring your admission ticket, your passport, and two sharpened #2 pencils.
2. Get to the testing center in plenty of time to find the room and show your entry ticket,
3. Choose a seat where you feel comfortable. Sit down and take some deep breaths to relax.
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