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Sharks:
Useful Hunters of the Sea

* Prereading Preparation

1. What do you know about sharks? Try to answer the following
questions with your teacher and classmates. After you read the
story, check your answers.

Questions Answers

1. What are sharks? 1.

2. Where do sharks live? 2.

3. What do sharks eat? 3.

4. How do sharks hunt? 4. _____ a. bysmell
. b. by sound
— . C. bysight
____d.ab,andc¢

5. Are all sharks dangerous? 5.

6. How many kinds of sharks 6.

are there? (Write a number.}

2. The title of this reading is "Sharks: Useful Hunters of the Sea.”
What will this story tell you? Read the following sentences.
Check the information that you think you will read about.

Sharks Kkill people.

Sharks are very old animals.
Sharks are good hunters.
Sharks live a long time.
Sharks hunt boats and ships.

LR o
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Sharks: Usefiul Hunters of the Sea
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Directions: Read the complete passage. When you are finished,
you will answer the questions that follow.

Sharks: Useful Hunters of the Sea

Most people are afraid of sharks, but they usually do not know
very much about them. For example, there are 350 kinds of sharks,
and all of them are meat eaters. Some sharks are very big. The
whale shark is 50 ta 60 feet long. But some sharks are very small.
The dwarf shark is only 6 inches long. Sharks are 100 million years
old. In fact, they lived at the same time as dinosaurs. Today, sharks
live in every ocean in the world, but most sharks live in warm
water. They keep the oceans clean because they eat sick fish and
animals. Most sharks have four to six rows of teeth. When a shark’s
tooth falls out another tooth moves in from behind. Sharks do not
have ears. However, they "hear” sounds and movements in the
water. Any sound or movement makes the water vibrate. Sharks can
feel these vibrations, and they help the sharks find food. Sharks use
their large eyes to find food, too. Most sharks see best in low light.
They often hunt for food at dawn, in the evening, or in the middle
of the night. Scientists want to learn more about sharks for several
reasons. For example, cancer is common in many animals, including
people. However, it is rare in sharks. Scientists want to find out
why sharks almost never get cancer. Maybe this information can
help people prevent cancer too.
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New Words

1.shark / [a:k/ n. a2

2. whale / weil / n i

3.dwarf/dwa: f/ n. BT R1E

4. dinosaur / 'dainasa:/ n. Bl

5. vibrate / vai'breit/ v. to (cause to) move rapidly and continuously
backwards to forwards (f#) RFEI;
E3); Bzl

6. vibration /vaibreifn/ n.  EZ); Hish

7. cancer / 'keensa/ n. REAE

8. rarc /rea / adj. unusual, uncommon, not often happening
2R, WFE

Phrases & Expressions
in low light JeEkss; BENEER
Notes

1. In fact, they lived at the same time as dinosaurs. L L, EiIAREE
FETER] B B o

2. Most sharks see best in low light. FET#ISHIEE T, KEHEHAE/R

3. ... cancer is common in many animals, including people. ««+---%1R £ 5147,
BIREAFERYE, BELE R

4. ... help people prevent cancer too. ++++++ t GEHS Bh A B 7 .

« A. Reading Comprehension

1. Many people are afraid of sharks because
a. there are many kinds of sharks
b. sharks are meat eaters
¢. some sharks are small and some sharks are big
d. sharks are 100 million years old

2. Where do most sharks live?
a. In every ocean in the world.
b. In warm water.
¢. In very deep water.
d. Near the surface of the ocean.
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3. Sharks are important because
a. they keep the ocean clean
b. they are very big
c. they eat fish
d. they live in warm water

4, Sharks can find food because
a. there are many fish in the ocean
b. they have sharp teeth
¢. they can hear with their cars
d. they can feel vibrations and see with eyes

5. What is the main idea of this passage?
a. Sharks are dangerous.
b. Sharks are important and useful animals.
c. Sharks are meat eaters.
d. There are many kinds of sharks.

* B. Vocahulary in Context

Read the following sentences. Choose the correct word for each sen-
tence. Write your answer in the blank space.

common (adj.) rare (adj.) afraid (adj.) for example

1. Cancer is in many animals. These animals become
very sick.
2. Many peopleare ______ of sharks. People think sharks

will hurt them.

3. There are 350 different kinds of sharks. ., the
whale shark is one kind.

4. Most sharks never get cancer. Cancer is very in
sharks.

another (adj.) hunt (v.) movements (1.)

5. Sharks have a lot of teeth. When a shark’s tooth falls out,
tooth moves in.

6. Sharks can feel , or vibrations, in the water.

7. Sharksoften ______ for food at night.
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In fact prevent (n.)several (adj.)

8. Scientists want to stop cancer in people, so they study sharks.
Scientists wantto ___ __ __ cancer in pecple.

9. Sharks hunt for foodat____ ___ different times: at night, at
dawn, and in the evening.

10. Sharks are very, very old. , they are as old as
dinosaurs.

* C. Follow-up Activities

1. The following chart shows where sharks live. Look at it care-
fully, and then answer the questions that follow.

a. The lives near the coast.

s
-

SR e : - -
S e Grex Wi
Whale Great ; “Shark

Hammerhead /
Shark Shark L ¢/
o

beneral Range of Seweral
3pectes of Shark
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b. The lives near the surface of the
oceans and seas.

¢. The lives in very deep water.

d. The lives in deeper water than the

great hammerhead shark.

2. Visit an aquarium. Spend some time watching a shark or other
animal. Watch carefully how it moves and what it does. Draw a
sketch of the animal. Then report back to your class. Show your
sketch, and give a report of your observations.

e D. Cloze Quiz

Read the passage below. Fill in each space with the correct word from
the list. Use each word only once.

afraid lived only small some

Most people are (1) ___________ of sharks, but they usually do not
know very much about them. (2) __________ sharks are very big. But
some sharks are very (3) . The dwarf shark is (4)
six inches long. Sharks are 100 million years old. In fact, they
(5) —_ at the same time as dinosaurs.

another eat ocean teeth they

Sharks live in every (6) ____in the world, but most sharks
live in warm water. (7) _______ Keep the oceans clean because they
(8 sick fish and animals. Most sharks have four to six rows
of (99 .When ashark’s tooth fallsout, (10) —___ tooth
moves in from behind.









A Brief History of Horses
with Humans

¢ Prereading Preparation

Work with a partner. Discuss the following questions.
1. What are some uses for horses?

a.

b.

C.
d.

2. Are horses important to people? Why or why not?

3. The title of this reading is "A Brief History of Horses with Hu-
mans.” What will this story tell you? Read the following sentences.
Check the information that you think you will read about.

__ a. Horses eat grass.

o

Horses live a long time.

People learned to use horses for work.

™

. d. People hunted horses for food.
e. Horses are strong.
_ f. Horses are fast.

_____ g Horses are different colors.

A Brief History of Horses with Humans 11



