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I would like to thank the Bunting Institute, the Copemnicus Society, the
Massachusetts Artists’ Foundation, the MacDowell Colony, and the Na-

tional Endowment for the Arts for the generous support that made this -
book possible. Heartfelt thanks also to my meny kind and persnickety
readers—Dave, Eileen, Jeanme, Neal, louise, Jayne Anne, Suzamne,

Maxine, Camille, Jayne, Ruth, Sam, and Mom.

Please note that, as there is no standard translitesation for Shanghainese,
all Chinese phrases in this novel are given in Mandarin. Pinyin is used
excepl for sumames, which are romanized as they would have been at the
time.
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FOREWORD
Fan Shouyi

ORE THAN A CENTURY AND A HALF AGQO, CHINA WAS STILL UNDER

the feudal rule of the Manchurians. The doors of the heretofore iso-
lated, self-centered, Middle Kingdom were forced open by the joint as-
sault of imperialist powers of the West. The humiliating unequal treaties
signed between China and the invaders awoke the Chinese people to the
realization that the world was much larger than they had ever known it to
be and that there were much stronger nations existing in the rest of the
world, and their people lived in quite different societies. The impotence
of the Qing rulers in face of Western aggression fermented strong discon-
tent among the intéllectuals as well as among the masses.

While the gun-boat policies of the Western powers had been suceessful
in redueing China to subjugation, the activities of missionaries played a
large part in influencing mentally those Chinese who had had an opportu-
nity to receive a Western education. Yung Wing was a typical cxample of
the early beneficiaries, who became the fist Chinese graduating from
Yale. Persuaded by Yung Wing, the Qing Government agreed to send 120
boys in 4 detachments to the United States for study for a duration of 15
years as of 1872, who, though recalled before their time due, were able
to render services to their fatherland one way or another. They were the
ones who helped the pevple on either side of the Pacific to know and un-
derstand each other.

The discovery of gold in Sacramento, California in 1848 aitracted the
first wave of Chinese from Canton o jom the world-wide rush for gold. A
decade later, some 50 Chinese were enlisted on a trial basis to help build
the transcontinental railroad, to be reinforced later by more Chinese la-
horers from China. The Chinese were also engaged in farming, fishing,
running restaurants, laundries, and doing domestic services, etc. Many
Chinese merchants also went to the US to trade. But in an inheremly
racist society where white suprematisg reigned, the services of Chinese in
California were no longer welcome. A handfil of racists stimed up anti-
Chinese sentiments, which led to the passing of the Chinese Exclusion
Act by Congress in 1882, making further entry of Chinese into the United
States more difficult, followed by a senies of other acis enacted for the
same purpose. These acts remained in force until 1943 when they were fi-
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2 FOREWORD

nally repealed. However, despite the unfair treatment and pemsecutions,
the Chinese in America managed to survive in an hostile country. With'
their wisdom and diligence, they have made positive contributions to the
growth of the United States from the mid nineteenth century until today.

Many educated Chinese in America took up their pens as an instrument
of expression to write about their own stories or the stories of others, or
fictionalize their experiences. Sui Sin Far, or Edith Faton, was the first
writer to write in defense of the Chinese in the late nineteenth century.
Then came Yung Wing, Pardee lLowe, Jade Snow Wong, C. Y. Lee,
Louis Chu, Maxine Hong Kingsion, and a wave of younger writers, like
Frank Chin, Amy Tan, Gish Jen, Gus Lee, David Henry Hwang, David
Wong Louie, Fac Myenne Ng, among others. They write in a variety of
literary genres and styles, and on a wide rmnge of subject-matters, to give
voice Lo their sentiments, demands, and dreams.

In Gateway to the Golden Mountain , which is an educational series or-
ganized and reprinted by the Shanxi Education Press, we plan to present
to our mainland readers some: of the Chinese-American authors, through
whose works we will leam about the life of the Chinese Americans—their
hardships and struggles, successes and-failures, thoughts and feelings,
their interrelationship with the other races, ete. We belicve that mutual
understanding is essential to furthering the friendly ties between the Chi-
nese and American people, and the publication of this educational series
shall be instrumental in this regard. We sincerely hope that our efforts are
appreciated and more authors would agree to let their works appear in this
series. It is expected that with more and more works available here in the
mainland Chinese American studies will become an independent inquiry
for the aspiring students to pursue, the implication of which will be
tremendous in deed.

Acknowledgments
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(1995 ~ 1996) has made this project a reality; and to the State Education
Commission of China and Foreign Affairs College for giving me this oppor-
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Ethnic Stydies Department of University of Califomia, Berkeley, which
has done everything to make my stay enjoyable, and 10 the Asian Ameri-
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greatly indebted to the authors and their publishers for permission to use
their copy-righted works. My special thanks are due to Dr. Sau-ling Cyn-
thia Wong, my UC Berkeley associate, who has spent many hours answer-
ing my questions, and giving me advice and relevani reference books as
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@ A weak nation can’t speak up for herself.
Chinese sojourners have come th a foreign country.
Detained, put on trial, imprisoned m a hillside building;
If deposition doesn’t exactly match: the case is dead and in a bind.
No chance for release.
My fellow countrymen cry out injustice:
The sole purpose is strict exclusion, to deport us all back to Hong Kong.
Pity my fellow villagers and their flood of tears. {%)

(From Songs of Gold Mounsain , translated by Marlon K. Hom; see The Big Ai-
weeee | —An Anthology of Chinese American and Japanese American Literasure , 1991,
edited by Jeffery Paul Chan, Frank Chin, Lawson Fusao Inads, and Shawn Wong.
p- 150.)
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R BNHFBELEFEEARBREANNERA, FEEE
HEEE N, HVRERYG 2% SRR BSXRR
Bl EWEeE" N L,

—HEEH, F—BYEBTHTE ERFERDERY
REKBMERERT. F & FYEBRE (Yan Phou Lee,
1861 ~ 1938?), F/b3, I REFIUA, REBHANE (1873
FEIERF NG EZ— , WE 13 %, 1881 FMSHMTESES
HEFERE RFEFEREHCKRE, S 2%, 1897 F£5
TEAMNSRE® K2, HAEESENERES RS
( When I Was a Boy in China) %3 1887 4E, bb fih R 35 07 20 R 94
MR T 224, RAREN DB LYRBRANES ENEALD
fEdk, FFERERBE LB R YRXBELRNERF TR
HEFKBRETREZENEE, SEREAAGEER, £) M
WIS M SIES,

19 AR 20 29, b B Bk b5 R Ak 5 IR R
BB 5 W BN — R ST PR 2T, B 09045 S o) B JE - £ i -
(Edith Maude Eaton, 1865 ~ 1914) , B & “KAFE" (Sui Sin Far), 7K
ZET 1880 SFEFFIE R FXE, HeP(REHE) (“The Gamblers”) 3% 7E
1896 F _H B Fiylegf b, X RKMEAEEENE —SHLE
HEEEEAPRIMEE, WA EATEERSINRAESE
FOEWS  RAILREANBE ., WS -3 MELEERL
I Mrs. Spring Fragrance) T 1912 4E MR, 1995 4E PR BUFT TR4%-
R S T kAl 2E B 5, L Mrs. Spring Fragrance and Other
Wrisings (055 EH AR, SR A IGE 022 BB SS Ra R
T IR PF- B SR AR T T — 3302 5T, B H B OK AL
e/ 8 - 248 AR SUR A5 ) (Sui Sin Far/ Edith Maude Eaton -
A Literary Biography) . KMIAEEIVE 5 SR ER R — b4 B SrEU R 4R
H,HREG S AR EMRN, XET TR -HEESEE
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B Yung Wing, 1828 ~ 1912) Y F (R £ E MR EH 4
&) (My Life in China and America ) HIET 1909 45, HERE—1
MEEHBE N ¥EERELNPEH AR B4, FRMEERT
1872 LU 4 4t 120 2 EDILERBE BR SENHEHT
HRBRRH TS EME RIEE, T 1881 SE¥IRATH B, B
WA RERFE TR EESEY. RATMEREET ~SFEE b
H T — 3, WE— B KA (Jeme Tien Yau, 1861 ~
1919}, 55 == HE A% BB 45 { (Tong Shao Yi, 1860 ~ 1938)%, AEY S
WER B X B S 2 s — i & i HE+
o FEFHE YEERATEENES, RKN T —g
WLRAIEEE—F, FRGCIRFNESSIMETES
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5 EZE MR, [Rled to A7 DL T 20 08 0 B8 S 3 A 0 2
28, FRATEREIRIENE>HRER, OH A BENE
HEERASE, LA REEIRELSH, FHAES RS
AFREHE, B FET . FARPERYE FH—TE
A

HE AR P W B — SR A5 R EUE T BT AR M E
B R A ¥ 0 R K HEE S5 (Wa Tingfang, 1842 ~ 1922), b ERBE—
NAEREFER R A A A e K E RO
LN, MUK AT EEAME, FXEAERE LA
RN RE, R EF AR AR, A RBF AR B R HE S
B TR EEF SRR, 5% R P BT KB4,
HEFRERBFARENEFE SRS B BM— N TR
BAY. BEFFE(—MRFIRER S KB ED (Americo
through the Spectacles of an Oriental Diplomar , 1914Y BEXEH K AW
BRI FEREN. ZERk AR “ROBIES—SRNTNER,
R—RBITHAR, MRAE, BN . RATREL RS IRL



R R E A REECFEMN 7
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FNET , ABEFHRZ MM, AR BEIES, 1EE M T RO
R IFE BT T PR SCEN e (HEEIF X —VE SR I 90 4
RIMEET 2, R ERILE BN EW; AR ITE S &
AF L BT — B S E A ; 5] i oo 37 5% 11 1E 32 X o4 B W A
B BRI AESHEFEEFNRENY = REALE R
FOETRE , SERRBRER VR M BUR BB B, 1 W 775 IR A0 0% R REAE
H T R, EE K] SO WS A R, R — & TR TG X
KEMBIRER . IRRAIEEEMMEE SN EZ RSB ERES
ZEFAE RS, BB ABA TR R — F B (].S. Tow), 18y 227E
MY E P LE, 7 20 tHH43 20 4%, 2 H poHE e B4
FEPRAT 24 o, — 222 B I A FE N A B0 B 2 0 ML B A
BURBAE SR, (28— MR MTERF— o E AW
Rl BT TCEREREERELA Y The Real Chinese in America,
1923)— 4, LITE AT,

WS 174 M itie o, MR IE 40 F 8 Ik R R a0 5 iR
FERE RN FFER AT B C A 15 3 Fr—— T LA A 3
R R, IREAR . BB ARTKEBZ4S Y Leong Gor
Yun( B A ) Br € B P 84 ) ( Chinatoun Inside Ow ,1936) , 5
BT B KB R AREAT BT AELE SR L —3E
i WAL R ML S IRE , T4 RRIT YN £ 2 Hay sk
AR5~ 0% MENEHRRRBK . BT £ EHLBE Y
W, BANFEAH SRR A IR NS 27 R, AT BERR & B 20 H L 1
FEHAHRMEA, BEY (Tsiang Hsi Tseng) AT H{ 4 H# 892
AFE)(And Ching Has Hands ,1937) M) 5Bt — 4~ I 10 A 23 6
WA EM P TR TR S E— % HIGEHSrEA
FRAEK I R AR . K20 10 452 5 RATIEE T 022 ks bhiB
H(Lin Yutang, 1895 ~ 1976) ) {8 A G580 — F A (A Chinatoun
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Family ,1948) , X BB RIS L AR KA WA S KERER —F,
S A AR R E, FAABERX T, H Yo TE
LA, S ag S T BB A, FEMUK 5 b 3R B IR L&
FIRLE 5, MRIEERFE OB CEMXTESEA TR
B RUE (£ B4 1982:105) . HiBEMNEEHEMBENBTE
R, BT ERSC R, M(EE T R (My Country, My Peo-
ple 1937) GRAEIA 5 ) ( Moment in Peking: A Novel of Contemporary
Chinese Life, 1939) . {ERIRY (fmperial Peking: Seven Centuries of Chi-
na,1962) % . PRIBEXST P OB T HRER.

fEX—AR B — P AFBAE RBRITLEHRE, XK A
# B (Pardee Lowe) FHfil 849 B $5{ 3 5 T ( Father and Glorious Descen-
dant ,1943) . —E X EHIFE AT ER T ANFERBAGTHK A
HFH BITREZAE T, IR0 S0 WmH L5 Bt
—IRERPEHLED T HEESHMNHBAEERAA4L,
BWENRAERELAZENEE A, BSHCHNFHRBRSH
SRR RN, b5 F B 4 P EAREE AT RS, B
FHFRRM I FHEFERBKETSBRERARE - ABREAL
WREMARIRR . MILEN LR RIFT L RREE ISR
P SO 2 S T B e S M 3 o S A e A S T e B e
B E", M Sze Mai-mai XKLL Y EFER
SR AL K AFIR_CAE FE R WA [ P ) Echo of o Cry: A Seory
which Began in China ,1945)3XFEAZF 4  MIE BB EMFHRRE
HISCH R R HVF BN AL, T3 T2 58 28 30 L1 i %o o [ 4920 1
1R B MEBHBER (Ko Ching Ch'iv X #F Helena Kuo)
FEMB (BT & B8 (Poe Come o Long Way ,1942) 2 MIi5R T A
IHRRBIXENEM.

HEE (Jade Snow Wong, 1922 ~ ), X frfE £ H HAERER T
IRAE 1950 48, BTAR 28 26 RHEE T 8B4 L FECTLIG IR ( Fifth Chi-
nese Daughter) , M fE X W, 1989 488 1T 4t i, W £ E ),
RS IR KRR B A A LB — Qi , £



