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UNIT 1

PASSAGE 1

PUBLIC SPIRIT

Each nation has its own peculiar character which distinguishes it from oth-
ers. But the peoples of the world have more points in which they are all like each
other than points in which they are different. One type of person that is common
in every country is the one who always tries to do as little as he possibly can and
to get as much in return as he can. His opposite, the man who is in the habit of
doing more than is strictly necessary and who is ready to accept what is offered in
return, is rare everywhere.

Both these types are usually unconscious of their character. The man who
avoids effort is always talking about his ‘rights’: he appears to think that society
owes him a pleasant, easy life. The man who is always doing more than his share
talks of ‘duties’ : he feels that the individual is in debt to society, and not society
to the individual. As a result of their views, neither of these men thinks that he
behaves at all strangely.

The man who tries to do as little as he can is always full of excuses: if he has
neglected to do something, it was because he had a headache, or the weather was
too hot—or too cold—or because he was prevented by bad luck. At first, other
people, such as his friends and his employer, generously accept his stories; but
soon they realize what kind of person he is. In the long run he deceives only him-
self. When his friends become cool towards him and he fails to make progress in
his job, he is surprised and hurt. He blames everyone and everything except him-
self. He feels that society is failing in its duties towards him, and that he is being
unjustly treated.- He soon becomes one of the discontented members of the society.
he lives in.

His public-spirited opposite is never too busy to take on an extra piece of
work; that is the strangest thing about the whole business. If you want some-
thing done in a hurry, don’t go to the man who has clearly not much to do. He

will probably have a dozen excellent excuses for not being able to help you, much
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as he claims he would like to. Go to the busiest man you know, particularly if you
are sure that he has not a spare minute in the week. If your world is really impor-

tant, he will make time for it. (420 words)



UNIT1 (P1)

READING COMPREHENSION

. Which of the following characters is common to most people of the world according to the
author?
A. Thrifty.
B. Hard-working.
C. Selfish.
- D. Selfless.
. The man who is always talking about his ‘rights’ seems to think that
A. society is in debt to hfm
B. the individual owes something to society
C. both types of people behave strangely
D. everyone should live a happy life
. The passage suggests that the man who tries to avoid effort
A. often falls ill
B. can’t stand bad weather
C. often has bad luck
D. always excuses himself
. As it is used in the third paragraph, ‘in the long run’ means _
A. in the end

B. for a long time

0

after running a long distance

v

. step by step

If you want something done in a hurry, go to the busiest man you know because

. he claims he would like to help others
. your work is really important

. he is willing to do an extra piece of work

O w

. he hasn’t any excuses for not being able to help you
. The author’s main purpose in writing this selection was most likely to
A. tell us different people have different characters
B. comfort the discontented members of the society
C. give advice to those who want something done in a hurry
D.

promote the public spirit






UNIT 1

PASSAGE 2

THE INFLUENCE OF TELEVISION

Those who doubt TV’s influence on our lives might consider the effect of
autornobile on American society. When the automobile first appeared on the high-
ways, most Americans saw it as a horseless carriage, not as an important symbol
of a new way of life. Similarly, those of us who grew up before television tend to
think of it as just another medium in a series of 20th-century mass-communication
systems, such as movies and radio. But television is not just another medium.

If you were born before 1950, television came into your life after your for-
mative years. Even if you are now a TV fan, it will be difficult for you to under-
stand the changes it has brought. For example, imagine spending six hours a day
at the local cinema when you were 12 years old. No parent would have allowed
it. Yet, among the children we asked, nearly half the 12-year-olds watch an av-
erage of six or more hours of television per day. For many of them the habit con-
tinues into adulthood. From our surveys, we estimate that about one third of all
American adults watch an average of four or more hours of television per day. ‘

None of us is totally dependent upon television for our view of the world.
However, many of us have not had the opportunity to observe the reality of police
stations, courtrooms, corporate board rooms, or hospital operating rooms. Critics
complain about the stereotyped characters and plots of TV dreams. But many
viewers look on them as representative of the real world.

If adults can so easily accept the reality of television, imagine its effect on
children. By the time the average American child reaches public schoal, he has
already spent several years in an electronic nursery school. At the age of 10, the
average child spend more hours a week in front of the TV screen than in the
classroom. Given continuous exposure to the world of TV it’s not surprising that
the children we tested seemed to be more strongly influenced by TV than were
the adults.

At the other end of the life cycle, television becomes the steady and often the
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only companion of the elderly. As failing eyesight makes reading difficult, and
getting around becomes a problem, many old people spend much of the day
watching TV. Here the action of fictional drama helps make up for the inaction of
their Lives. (400 Ws)



UNIT 1 (P2)

READING COMPREHENSION

. The author suggested television be thought of as
A. a new medium
B. a symbol of a new way of life
C. an electronic nursery school
D. nothing new just as the automobile
. Which of these is true according to the passage?
A. Young children usually spend too much time at the cinema.
B. All the children watch six hours of TV per day.
C. Many grown-up people sit for 6 or more hours in front of the TV screen per day.
D. Half of the 12-year-olds do not watch TV.

. Television exerts strong influence upon people’s view of the world because

. many people spend much time watching TV
people usually regard TV dramas as the real world

the plots of TV dramas are very complicated

oo w

many viewers think that TV dramas reflect the real world
. “An electronic nursery school” in the 4th paragraph refers to
A. a special medical school
B. television
C. a place where babies are cared for
D. a very modern training center
. Without TV, the elderly would
A. feel more lonely
B. do more reading
C. have more time to travel
D. write more fictional dramas
. Implied but not stated;
A. Many old people don’t like reading
B. The adults are also influenced by TV
C. TV has its advantages and disadvantages

D. TV is a steady companion for the elderly






UNIT 2

PASSAGE 3

FREEDOM

A man living absolutely alone in a desert or forest is free from other people;
but he is not absolutely free. His freedom is limited in several ways. Firstly, by
the things around him, such as wild animals or cliffs too steep to climb. Second-
ly, by his own needs; he must have sleep, water, food and shelter from extreme
heat or cold. Lastly, by his own nature as a man; disease may attack him, and
death will certainly come to him sooner or later.

When men live together, on the other hand, protection against wild animals
is easier and they can work together to get food and build shelters; but each man
has to give up some of his freedom so that he can live happily with the others.

When men become -organized into very large groups, and civilization devel-
ops, it is possible to get freedom from hunger, thirst, cold, heat and many dis-
eases, so that each person can live a happier life than he could if he were living a-
long; but such a society cannot work successfully unless the freedom of each hu-
man being is to some extent limited so that he is kept from hurting others. I am
not free to kill others, nor to steal someone else’s property, nor to behave in a
way that offends against the moral sense of the society in which I live. I have to
limit my own freedom myself so that others will not limit it too much: I agree to
respect the rights of others, and in return they agree to respect mine.

The advantages of such an agreement are great: one man can become a doc-
tor, knowing that others will grow food, make clothes and build a house for him,
in return for the work he does to keep them healthy. If each man had to grow his
own food, make his own clothes, build his own house and learn to be his own
doctor, he would find it impossible to do any one of these jobs really well. By
working together, we make it possible for society to provide us all with food,
“clothes, shelter and medical care, while leaving each of us with as much freedom
as it can. (375 Ws)






