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FOREWORD
Dai Zhigiang

The first edition of the A Collection of Chiness Numismatic theses” was issued in Sep-
tember,1985,up to now already five years have gone.During the time of editing the first edi-
tion ,we had the idea of compiling one edition after several years afterwards,and carry out the
work continouously to put them in series. This would not only beneficial to deepen the study
one step further, but also might collect and inspect the main academic view points of the
numismatic circle within a certain time.

In this five years, regarding the sphere of numismatics and currency history of China,has
been a five year of making giant strides.Our undertaking has been understood and supported
by more people. Up to September 10, 1990, the Founding of the Tibet Research Society of
China Numismatic Society,study orgnizations of all the provinces, autonomous regions, and
municipalities directly under the central government have been set up, with a total member-
ship of 7000 people,of—course more numismatics lovers and collectors. The total issuance of
16,000 copies of “China Numismatics” is the proof. On this basis, a new climax of numismatic
academic study has been formed. It has the following three symbols: firstly, a batch of middle
aged and young numismatic workers and researchers have been trained. forming a prelimin—
ary contigents of academic backbones, among which many of them are hopeful people of tal-
ent. At the beginning of the founding of the China Numismatic Society, the numismatic circle
was in a position of temporary shortage of successors, which is now gradually changing;
secondly, a batch of numismatic pieces, including gold and silver coins, ancient coins and pa-
per money has been saved. Especially,many numismatic treasures and new items have been
discovered,among which,some of them were picked from piles of rubbish and some were
saved from the sides of the smelting furnaces, and some were excavations of scientific archaeo-
logical work. These material objects have provided very valuable material and basis for deep-
ening the study and probe; thirdly, a batch of academic results have been produced, including
the papers announced in the publications of the state and locality,the officially published
popular reading books, and various kinds of money charts, tool books and special works,the
phenominon of the difficulty to find numismatic works has been eased. Especially, is the in-
spiring fact that the problem of serving the present financial policy and currency system by
the combination of the study of the history of currency with the combination of the study of
the history of currency and the practical facts.has attracted the attention of the comrades of
the financial circle and its related departments. If, at the very beginning our main efforts were
put on the propagating and popularizing the knowledge of numismatics, then,at present, our
main point has already shifted to the discussion of the system of numismatic theory, to the ex-
cavation of new academic area, and to the academic study of special items.

Here,the topics of concern by our numismatic circle and the condition of study would be
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hrieled.

As regard 1o the currency ol the Pre=Qin Dynasty. several vears ago.the matertal of the
Flat Shoulder Are Voot Empty Head Spade Money and Slanting Shouledr Are Foot Empty
Head Spade Money were arranged by the scholurs of the Henan Provinee.and the distriet of
their minting in the southern part of Yellow River with Luoyang as ils center was
clarified.and the minting time of the Empty Head Spade Money was also discussed. After
thissthe High Shoulder Sharp Foot Queer Type of Empty Head Small Spade Money was dis-
covered at Yuci by comrades of the Shanxi Provincewhich attracted our attention on the
High Shoulder Shurp FFoot Empty Head Spade Money and then discovered 1hat this money
should have two kinds of narrow and widewind each of them hud two kinds ¢t round crotch
for are crotch ) and~shape crotch. The narrow tvpe has bigomedium and small three
cilegories.while wide types only big ones was seen 10 the pastahe "Queer Type” Spade Money
newly discovered this tme. might be the Wide Type small Spade Money. So- we think that.
all the Empty Head Spade Money should have bath big and small.which means that at that
tme currency had already classitication svstem: as regerd o the Fla. Head Spade
Money.there are also new undertsandings in recent vears. in the book “Large System of Cur
rencies of All Dynasues of China. Currency of Pre—-Qun "published in 1989 and the book “His-
torical Currency in Shanxic Clhuna ™. published ir 1990, under the subtitle catalog of Flat Head
Spade Money. except the Sharp Foot Spade Money. the Bridge Foot Spade Money.the
Square Foot Spade Money. the Round Foo Spade Money and the Thice Hole Spade
Moncy.the Square-Foot-Spade—Money oid and the Round-Foot--Spade -Money oid were
vel separately catadoged. This kind of classification. reflects thut the study of Flai Head Spade
Money at presenl by the numismabie circle has been deepened. because. although the number
and category of these two kinds of spade money are not so big.but both of them have
transitional shape between themaand their existence should have very impoertant enlighten
ment for the study of the development and district of minting of the spade money. Besides.
there are also many new discoveries and studs on the Yan Knife. Qi Knite. O Ming Kuife.
Chu Spade. Three Hole Spade. Anmt Nose Money and Round Coins. Especially.the many
times of excavations and confirmations of the Ban Liang Coan of Qin of the Warring States.
have pushed the time limit of nunting of this coin back to the middle stage of Qin State of the
Warring States. which is no doubt a very signit’cant contribution to the study of the history of
the currency of our country. Based of this. a number of scholars have started their new probe
on the formets and division of history of the Ban Liang Coin. und prelimmary results have
acquired. But the confirmation of the Ban Lizng Coin in Warring States and the excavation
ol the Round Hole Ban Liang should also hav: new enlightenment to the investigation ol the
minting time of the Round Caoin,

As regard o the Square Hole Round Coinain November 1989.we and Shaanxi Branch of
our Sociely jomtly organized the relevant specialists 10 maxe a real site investigation of the
mint ruins of Shang Lin Roval Garden of West Han 2100 years ago as well 4s the appraisal of
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the material objects and also carried out beneficial discussions and probes on the division of
time of the ruins of Shang Lin Royal Garden and Po Tou Village, which is the first time in the
history of study of numismatics of our country by carrying out specific topic discussion on
ancient mint ruins and minting history; based on the study of the Wu Zhu Coins excavated
from the tomb of Liu Sheng and other ruins of West Han. the problems of Prelecture Stales
Wu Zhu, Chi Ze Wu Zhu, Shang Lin Three Offices Wu Zhu have attracted the wide interest
and led to enthusiastical discussion of the numismatic circle which is now still in the
ascendant;according to the archaeological finds in Shaanxi etc.. new probe and discussion
have been carried out on the use and minting time of the Small Wu Zhu Coin: the Wu Zhu
Coin excavated at the tomb of West Wei Dynasty at Xianyang City, led us to understand that
the Wu Zhu Coin of West Wei was a link between the past Yong An Wu Zhu Coin and the
future Wu Zhu of Sui Dynasty, the transitional character was apeared from its words and
making, this meet with the law of development of object: as regard to the format study and
appraisal of the Coins of the Song dynasty, recently once again attracted rather vast attention
of the numismatics circle, and some new development has also been acquired. Especially.is the
iron coin, after the excavation at Gaoyou, Jiangsu.a batch of newly excavated material have
also been announced by Shaanxi. Shanxi, Gansu.Sichuan etc., and based on the records of
documents some scholars have started study in different degree.and a brief aspect of minting
of the Iron Coins of the two Song dynasties have been basically outlined.creating the condi-
tion for the further study of this topic.

To save the material object information and material of public praise of the currencies of
the Revolutionary Bases and the People’s Regime. a Research Society of the Currency of the
Revolutionary Bases was established in November 1987 and several academic symposiums
were held at Longyan, Fujian, Yan’an, Shaanxi.Xincheng. Liaoning etc.. and special topics of
the people’s currency and the related currency of the Revolutionary Bases of the time of the
Northern Expedition, The Agrarian Revolutionary War. and the Anti-Jupanese War
separately. Based on the historical material and the field investigation.the Hunan Numismatic
Society announced that The First Farmers” Bank of the Chai Shan Zhou Special Zone.
Hengshan County had issued cloth notes, which should be the earliest revolutionary currency
known at present, and the time of issuance should be before the end of 1926; the Shanxi
Numismatic Society found a piece of one yuan note issued by The Farmers’ Bank of Xing
County in 1938 at Xing xian Couty, which was the earliest anti—Japanese banknotes: " The
Great System of Chinese Currencies of Various Dynasties « The Currency of People of the
New Demoncratic Revolutionary Period” compiled by the Shanghai Numismatie Socicty has
a collection of one thousand four hundred kinds of Currency of people of all the periods.
Which has the number much higher than any of the works in the past. Besides. the silver dol-
lar with the word“ Gong” . the silver dollar with the Soviet siamp. the silver dollar of the
North—West Soviet of Hubei Province etc. had been taken as special topics and repeatedly in-
vestigated and studied and the basic facts were made clear. Here we must point out that.dur-
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