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Passage 1

The 21st century may be like the 20th—only more so. We will likely see fantastic achievements
and human betterment in the 21st century, but they may be accompanied by horrors on an unprece.-
dented scale, as was the 20th century with its world wars. The biggest single cloud hanging over the
next 30 years is violence—crime, terrorism, and war. The Cold War is over, but hot wars on a small-
er scale must be expected. Worse, the continuing proliferation of atomic weapons makes it increasingly
likely that we shall have one or more atomic wars during the next 30 years. In addition, atomic
weapons may be used by terrorists.

To minimize the horrific potential cost of future wars, the world urgently needs better political in-
tegration so that armed confrontations between nations and political factions can be avoided, or, at
least, limited.

Political integration could also help in reducing the heavy pressures on the natural environment.
The world’ s growing population and intensifying economic activity are increasingly destroying forests
and polluting land, water, and air. Successful programs for reducing air pollution in many cities and
restoring forests in many areas have demonstrated that environmental destruction is not irreversible,
but the job will take great effort on a global basis.

Unfortunately, the steady rise in world population makes it likely that, for the world as a whole,
environmental conditions will continue to worsen for some years to come. Though a number of prized
animal species such as orangutans and pandas may be preserved, thousands upon thousands of others
will almost certainly perish during the next 50 years as their habitats shrink.

If we cannot look forward to a tranquil and blissful future, we can at least comfort ourselves with

the realization that it will probably be the best period of history we humans have ever experienced.

1. The author says “The 21st century may be like the 20th—only more so.” (Para. 1) He means that

A. there will not be many problems and dangers in the 21st century

B. there is no need to predict the 21st century.

C. both technological achievements and horrible things will occur in the 21st century.

D. the 21st and 20th centuries are the two most important periods in human history
2. According to the author, the greatest threat to the world in the 21st century will be

A. violence



B. environmental destruction
C. uncontrollable advances of technology
[). extinction of many animal species
3. To prevent atomic wars from happening, it is urgent that
A. the two world powers destroy their nuclear weapons
B. wars on smaller scales be stopped
(. nations become more politically integrated
[). new weapons be developed to fight terrorism
4. According to the passage, the environmental destruction
A. will cease in the years to come
B. cannot be reversed in the next 30 years
C. is reversible only through joint efforts on a global basis
D. will not cause the extinction of thousands of animal species
5. The author is about the future.

A. pessimistic B. optimistic C. unconcerned D. worried

Passage 2

The ideal of the free individual has had a profound effect on the way Americans view their govern-
ment. Traditionally, there has been a deep suspicion that government is the natural enemy of freedom,
even if it is elected by the people. The bigger and stronger the government becomes, the more danger-
ous most Americans believe it is to their individual freedom.

The way in which the national government is organized in the United States Constitution provides
an excellent illustration of the American suspicion of governmental power: the provisions of the Consti-
tution are more concerned with keeping the government from doing evil than with enabling it to do
good. The national government, for example, is divided into three separate branches: legislative (the
Congress), executive (the president) and judicial (the Supreme Court and lower national courts).
This division of governmental power is based on the belief that if any one part or branch of government
has all, or even most of the power, it will become a threat to the freedom of individual citizens.

If any one of the three branches starts to abuse its power, the other two may join together to stop
it, through a system of checks and balances. The-Constitution is most careful in balancing the powers
of the legislative and executive branches of the government because these two (Congress and the presi-
dent) arc the most powerful of the three branches. In almost every important area of governmental ac-
tivity, such as the power to make laws, to declare war, or to conclude treaties with foreign countries,
the Constitution gives each of these two branches enough power to prevent the other from acting on its
own.

The president and both houses of Congress have almost complete political independence from each
other because they are all chosen in separate elections. For example, the election of the Congress does
not determine who will be elected president, and the presidential election does not determine who will
be elected to either house of Congress. It is quite possible in the American system to have the leader of
one political party win the presidency while the other major political party wins most of the seats in
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Congress. It is important to note that the elections of the members of the two houses of Congress are
separate from each other. Thus, the Republicans may control one house, while the Democrats may
control the other. Both the House of Representatives and the Senate must agree on all legislation,

however, before it becomes law.

6. Americans don’ t want to have a strong national government because
A. they are afraid of their political leaders
B. they are afraid it will put limits on their individual freedom
C. they are much more concerned with national glory
D. they don’ t have confidence in the government
7. The way in which the American national government is organized reflects that
A. Americans have a deep suspicion of governmental power
B. Americans value democracy very much
C. the United States Constitution is more concerned with enabling the government to do good
D. the US government is strong and powerful
8. The Constitution of the United States
A. gives by far the most power to Congress
B. gives by far the most power to the president
C. tries to give each branch enough power to balance the others
D. tries to give each of the three branches equal power
9. The president of the United States
A. has the power to conclude official treaties with foreign countries without the approval of
Congress.
B. can veto (%) a law that has been passed by the Congress
C. is elected if his political party wins most of the seats in Congress
D. has no power to prevent the Congress to declare a war
10. The two houses of the Congress
A. must be controlled by the same political party
B. have equal power in passing or vetoing laws
C. ncedn’ t agree on a legislation before it becomes law

ID. must agree on a legislation before it becomes law

Passage 3

In the late 1700s, most Americans expected the new national government created by the Constitu-
tion to leave them alone to pursue their individual goals. They believed that the central purpose of gov-
ernment was to create the conditions most favorable to the development of the free individual.

Before the Civil War of the 1860s, the American ideal of the free individual was the frontier set-
tler and the small farmer. President Thomas Jefferson expressed this ideal when he said: “Those who
labor in the earth are the chosen people of God, if ever he had a chosen people...” . Jefferson glorified
farmers for being free individuals who relied on no one but themselves for their daily needs. He be-
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lieved that farmers, being dependent on none but themselves, were the most honest of citizens.
Throughout his life, Jefferson favored a small, weak form of government, which he believed would
encourage the development of a nation of free, self-reliant farmer citizens.

From the end of the Civil War until the Great Depression of the 1930s, the successful business
person replaced the farmer and the frontier settler as the ideal expression of the free individual. The
prevailing view of Americans during this time was that government should not interfere in the activities
of business. If it were to do so, it would threaten the development of free individuals whose competi-
tive spirit, self-reliance, and hard work were developing the United States into a land of greater and
greater material prosperity.

Government, therefore, remained small and inactive in relation to the great size of the nation and
the amount of power of business corporations. There were some government regulations over business
during this period, but these had only a small impact on business practices. From the 1870s until the
1930s, business organizations and ideas dominated American government and politics. The Republican
party, one of the nation’ s two major political parties, provided the means for maintaining this domi-
nance. The Republicans were more successful than their rivals, the Democrats, in electing presidents

and congressmen during this period, and the Republicans strongly supported government policies favor-

able to business.

11. When the nation was created in late 1700s, most Americans believed that the central purpose of

government was to
A. maintain national independence
B. protect national security
C. pursue economic development
D. encourage the development of free individuals
12. The American ideal of free individual
A. was exemplified by the farmers and frontier settlers in the late 1700s and early 1800s
‘B. was exemplified by the businessmen before the civil war of 1860s
C. prevented the US from developing into a land of greater material prosperity
D. caused the national government to grow in size and strength during the late 1800s
13. Which of the following statements is NOT true about Thomas Jefferson?
A. He regarded farmers as the ideal of free individuals.
B. He thought farmers were honest citizens.
C. He wanted to build a big and powerful government.
D. He wanted the government to remain small and inactive.
14. Which of the following statements is true? v
A. From 1870s until the 1930s, American government developed quickly both in size and
strength.
B. From 1870s until the 1930s, American government established some controls on business and
had a great impact on business.

C. From 1870s until the 1930s, the Republicans were more successful than the Democrats in



clecting presidents and congressmen.
D. From 1870s until the 1930s, the Republicans strongly opposed government policies favorable
to business.
15. The title of the passage can be
A. The American Ideal of Free Individual and Small Government
B. The Relationship between Government and Business
C. The Growing of American Government

D. The Development of American Business

Passage 4

In the 1920s demand for American farm products fell, as European countries began to recover
from World War [ and instituted austerity (¥ 4#) programs to reduce their imports. The result was a
sharp drop in farm prices. This period was more disastrous for farmers than earlier times had been, be-
cause farmers were no longer self-sufficient. They were paying for machinery, seed, and fertilizer, and
they were also buying consumer goods. The prices of the items farmers bought remained constant,
while prices they received for their products fell. These developments were made worse by the Great
Depression, which began in 1929 and extended throughout the 1939s.

In 1929, under President Herbert Hoover, the Federal Farm Board was organized. It established
the principle of direct interference with supply and demand, and it represented the first national com-
mitment to provide greater economic stability for farmers.

President Hoover’ s successor attached even more importance to this problem. One of the first
measures proposea by President Franklin D. Roosevelt when he took office in 1933 was the Agricultur-
al Adjustment Act, which was subsequently passed by Congress. This law gave the Secretary of Agri-
culture the power to reduce production through voluntary agreements with farmers who were paid to
take their land out of use. A deliberate scarcity of farm products was planned in an effort to raise
prices.. This law was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court on the grounds that general taxes
were being collected to pay one special group of people. However, new laws were passed immediately
that achieved the same result of resting soil and providing flood-control measures, but which were
based on the principle of soil conservation. The Roosevelt Administration believed that rebuilding the
nation’ s soil was in the national interest and was not simply a plan to help farmers at the expense of
other citizens. Later the government guaranteed loans to farmers so that they could buy farm machin-

ery, hybrid (#23) grain, and fertilizers.

16. What brought about the decline in the demand for American farm products?
A. The impact of the Great Depression.
B. The shrinking 6f overseas markets.
C. The destruction caused by the First World War.
D. The increased exports of European countries.

17. The chief concern of the American government in the area of agriculture in the 1920s was



A. to increase farm production
B. to establish agricultural laws
C. to prevent farmers from going bankrupt
D. to promote the mechanization of agriculture
18. The Agricultural Adjustment Act encouraged American farmers to
A. reduce their scale of production
B. make full use of their land
C. adjust the prices of their farm products
D. be self-sufficient in agricultural production

19. The Supreme Court rejected the Agricultural Adjustment Act because it believed that the Act

might cause greater scarcity of farm products
didn’ t give the Secretary of Agriculture enough power

would benefit neither the government nor the farmers

o 0w >

benefited one group of citizens at the expense of others

20. It was claimed that the new laws passed during the Roosevelt Administration were aimed at

A. reducing the cost of farming
B. conserving soil in the long-term interest of the nation
C. lowering the burden of farmers

D. helping farmers without shifting the burden onto other taxpayers

Passage 5

We are now in the Second Age of democracy. It is time to give it a second wind. After a long bat-
tle, the First Age established universal suffrage (#£##%). This finally came to the United Kingdom,
in 1928, when the vote was extended to all adult women. Over 70 years later, however, Britain has
changed radically. The attempt to change prevailing social and economic conditions {and the need to
fight two world wars) tremendously extended the scope of central government. In 1900, central gov-
ernment spending as a share of GDP amounted to 9. 7% ; in 1930 it was 13% . Today, it is over
42 % —steady at that level since 1979.

In mid-century the overwhelming majority of the country was self-consciously working class, and
paid less than 10% of their income in tax. Today, the largest grouping is the middle; the groups clas-
sified as “ABC1” by pollsters make up 52% of the electorate (F£E ), and pay over 35% of their in-
comes in taxes. Even those in the bottom fifth of the income distribution pay almost 40% . So govern-
ment now spends more public money and the majority of the population funds on the expenditure.

" These changes raise serious dilemmas for democracy. Is it still supportable that the power to de-
cide how these vast resources are spent should reside exclusively with a highly centralized national gov-
ernment? And do the more educated and wealthier citizens of today, albeit all of them with the vote, .
really have power over the system? To make things worse, some British institutions have not yet
caught up even to 1928. They are actually pre-First Age. Think of the way Parliament works, some-
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times seeming more private club than modern democratic forum. The consequence of ignoring these
questions is that politics becomes less respected, less accountable, more remote from people’ s lives.
That is bad for Britain and bad for democracy.

Contrary to the Tory claim, constitutional reform is not an issue for “chattering class”, irrelevant
to most people. Properly done, it will go to the heart of public concerns. It is important not only for
its own sake, but because it makes possible the attainment of other vital goals: a stronger economy,

better transport, good schools and crime prevention.

21. Why does the author say “We are now in the Second Age of democracy”?
A. Because the age demands that we have a higher form of democracy.
B. Because democracy is threatened by growing concentration of power.
C. Because economic progress has made most voters rich.
D. Because the working class is becoming increasingly powerful.
22. It is implied that since 1979
A. democracy has been subjected to serious changes
B. the central government has further extended its scope
C. the central government has been spending the taxpayers’ money too freely
). social and economic situations have been stable
23. Today the group that makes up the greatest percentage of the electorate is
A. working class B. middle class
C. those in the bottom of the society , D. men
24. The word “it” in the last sentence of the passage refers to
A. the attainment of other vital goals B. the Tory claim
C. constitutional reform D. the public concern for constitutional reform

25. The author’ s attitude towards Britain' s present political system is one of

A. condemnation B. prejudice
C. rescrvation D. satisfaction
Passage 6

As technology’ s benefits have made computers an increasingly important part of our society, an
accurate and candid assessment of the risk of catastrophic cyber attacks has become a national priority.
Criminal hackers could seriously threaten the operation of businesses and governments across the nation
and around the world. The threat is real, increasing and already has proven costly.

The variety and severity of computer viruses that have spread across the Internet in just the last
few years underscores the impact. Cyber attacks—ranging from the “I LOVE YQU” virus to the
“Trinoo” attacks and the recent “Ramen, Lion” and “Code Red” worms—have cost an estimated $ S
billion.

Today, computer systems are at the heart of government operations ranging from the smallest city
hall to the Pentagon. They are an essential part of the critical infrastructures that drive our economy,

including telecommunications, energy transmission, financial services, manufacturing, water distribu-
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tion, transportation and health care.

Securing these critical infrastructures will require close collaboration between government and the
private scctor, continued efforts to enhance technology security, tougher penalties for cyber crimes and
increased funding for law enforcement efforts to fight it.

Today, criminal hackers are working around the clock and around the world to find and exploit
vulnerabilities in software, steal data, violate people’ s privacy and maliciously shut down computer
networks. Additional resources are needed by the Department of Justice and the FBI to hire, train and
equip agents and prosecutors specializing in cyber crime. International cyber crime laws and penalties
must be strengthened. The author of the “Lovebug” virus remains free because his nation did not have
cyber crime laws. The “AnnaKournikova” virus caused billions of dollars in damage, but the individual
who distributed it received only 150 hours of community service as a penalty. .

As an industry leader, Microsoft recognizes its responsibility to address the challenges of cyber
crime. In October, we announced a Strategic Technology Protection Program—an unprecedented mo-
bilization of Microsoft resources to help customers of all sizes secure and protect their computing sys-
tems and data. A key part of this program is the Secure Windows Initiative—Microsoft’ s commitment
to improving its own software development processes in order to deliver more secure and reliable prod-
ucts and technologies. While no software system is 100 percent virus proof or vulnerability {ree, we are

committed to doing everything possible to help ensure our customers’ security in this increasingly inter-

connected world.

26. According to the passage, cyber attacks are
A. disastrous B. risky C. accurate D. national
27. “The impact” in Line 2, Para. 2, refers to the impact of _
A. variety and severity B. computer viruses C. the Internet D. cyber attacks
28. In order to secure the critical infrastructure, all the following are required EXCEPT
A. closer cooperation between government and the private sector
B. tougher punishment for computer criminals
C. increased funding for enforcing computer crime laws
DD. narrowing the range in which computer systems are used
29. It can be inferred from the passage that cyber crimes may be encouraged by
A. vulnerabilities in software B. lack of cyber crime laws and penalties
C. inefficient work of FBI D. inability to detect computer viruses
30. As stated in the passage, Microsoft 1s committed to X
A. eliminating all computer viruses from networks
B. making software systems 100% virus proof and vulnerability free
C. helping customers recognize cyber crimes

D. developing more secure and reliable products and technologies

Passage 7

With the possible exception of equal rights, perhaps the most controversial issue across the United



States today is the death penalty. Many argue that it is an effect deterrent ( B %) to murder, while
others maintain there is no convincing evidence that the death penalty reduces the number of mur-
ders.

The principal argument advanced by those opposed to the death penalty, basically, is that it is
cruel and inhuman punishment, that it is the mark of a brutal society, and finally that it is of question-
able effectiveness as a deterrent to crime anyway.

In our opinion, the death penalty is a necessary evil. Throughout recorded history there have al-
ways been those extreme individuals in every society who were capable of terribly violent crimes such as
murder. But some are more extreme than others.

For example, it is one thing to take the life of another in a fit of blind rage, but quite another to
coldly plot and carry out the murder of one or more people in the style of a butcher. Thus, murder,
like all other crimes, is a matter of relative degree. While it could be argued with some conviction that
the criminal in the first instance should be merely isolated from society, such should not be the fate of
the latter type murderer.

The value of the death penalty as a deterrent to crime may be open to debate. But the overwhelm-
ing majority of citizens believe that the death penalty protects them. Their belief is reinforced by evi-
dence which shows that the death penalty deters murder. For example, from 1954 to 1963, when the
death penalty was consistently imposed in California, the murder rate remained between three and four
murders for each 100, 000 population. Since 1964 the death penalty has been imposed only once, and
the murder rate has risen to 10.4 murders for each 100, 000 population. The sharp climb in the state’
s murder rate, which began when executions stopped, is no coincidence (F5&). It is convincing evi-
dence that the death penalty does deter many murderers. If the bill reestablishing the death penalty is
vetoed (##), innocent people will be murdered—some whose lives may have been saved if the death

penalty were in effect. This is literally a life or death matter. The lives of thousands of innocent people

must be protected.

31. The principal purpose of this passage is to
A. criticize the government B. argue for the value of the death penalty
C. speak for the majority D. initiate a veto
32. The passage attempts to establish a relationship between
A. the importance of equal rights and that of the death penalty
B. executions and murders
C. the murder rate and the imposition of the death penalty
D. the effects of execution and the effects of isolation
33. The author’ s response to those who argue the death penalty for all degrees of murders would most
likely be
A. supportive B. hostile C. negative D. friendly
34. In the passage the author is primarily concerned with
A. supporting a position

B. describing an event



