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Z-he new-born fox cub’s eyes and ears were not yet
open. He was not even aware of his mother’s alarm and
agitation ¥ . He was aware as usual of her warmth,
milk and smell. His mother left the den, squirming ©
from under the shed floor. Her absence seemed fear-
fully long. The bitter cold gripped him and he com-
plained in his thin high-pitched whine. The vixen’s
warmth was not merely a comfort to him but a necessity
of life since he was not yvet able to maintain his own
body temperature. He was still crying when he felt
himself lifted in his mother’s mouth and pushed through
the narrow gap into an icy drizsle * . He wailed even
louder as he was gripped again by his mother’s teeth.

He continued to whimper ¢ Sitfully ® even when
the bliss of his mother’s warmth was finally restored to
him. They were huddled in a small chamber several
feet underground. Two of his siblings © had rolled from
the tunnel entrance while unattended; of these, one
had slipped down the bank into the stream, while the
other was carried off by a tawny © owl who patrolled
the gardens each evening.

The cub was soon deserted again when his mother
left him. Nothing existed except the earthy space
around him; not even his father.

Above ground, the vixen took the food her mate
had brought and sent him off for more with her plercing
appeal, though she must have known that two dead
rabbits lay inside the warren ®—she had killed them
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herself during the brief battle. The other rabbits had
fled their ancestral home ° and were now shivering to-
gether under a nearby bramble bush.

The dogfox returned several times that night and
received a noisy welcome each time. In this way the

vixen lamented the pain of her loss.
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