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There’s Something about Hillary

aNEANY

Is she a role model for women in politics or just another ly-

ing weasel?

RAERLANKHAECHERA R ER BT F M2

(Editor’s note; Once again, Hillary Clinton is
expressing M@ about the misbehavior® of
a man in her life — this time her brother, who
was forced to return $ 400,000 he received for
helping two wealthy fel_ons® get a presidential
m@. The [Lob_g(3 now focuses on four par-
doned embezzlers® who may have delivered
votes for® Hillary’s Senate campaign. Public
sentiment® is mixed about Hillary’s latest cont-
M@)' In the following essay, Susan J.
Douglas explores what it is about Hillary that
MQD so much admiration, yet drives so many
people nuts®. )

Ancient fears @(@ deep in the recesses®
of the male medulla® .

gers®, solar eclipses®, hunger, wolves, mas-

of saber-toothed ti-

todons® and, it is becoming clear, of Hillary

Clinton. No woman in the past 50 years has
aroused such y_i_trﬂ®, such primal hatred and
fear, such resentment® among right-wing® men
of Neanderthal descent® (and among anti-femi-

nist women®) as our former first lady.
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While conservative® fundraisers@ find that

just her name is enough to pour millions into

&

their organizations

, right-wing M(ig@ like
Laura Ingraham ( “The Hillary Trap” ) and Re-
agan speechwriter@ Peggy Noonan (“The Case
Against Hillary Clinton” ) attack her for being
willing to do anything, especially stick by her

lyin’, cheatin’ husband, in exchange for power

and fame® .

HER THIRD CAREER

As Hillary starts her third career, this time
as a senator from New York, she has been
ranked, in one poll,as the most admired woman
in America (leaving Q_P_riﬂ_l® , at number two,

in the statistical dust®). Still, she remains sur-

rounded by resentment and hatred: She’s a car-
petbagger who, as Noonan puts it, had the
“breathtaking® &1]®” to run for Senate from a

state_she wasn’t even from®. She’s a hypo-
crite® who talks like a feminist® but has gotten

everything because she devoted herself to her

husband’s career® . She’s a terrible role mod-

e;l® for women because she’s allowed herself to

be a victim, over and over, of her husband’s

sexual indiscretions®. She’s a lying weasel®

who got away with Whitewater®, and who

spouts®cgalitarian@ politics while accepting the

largest advance ever for a book contract, even
beating out the pope ( whose book would you
rather read, the pope’s or Hillary’s?).
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But at the core of® all of these accusa-
tions® is this: She’s a power hungry®b@ #H#®

and not afraid to show it. Women in our culture

are not supposed to want power — it’s so unla-
dylike@— but if they do, they’d better hide it,

and act like they came to power by accident® . .

If they don’t hide it, it’s evidence not that they .

might actually want to achieve something, but

of megalommia®.

A LIGHTNING ROD
In 1992, when she announced on the cam-

paign trail that she was no Tammy Wynette and

that she refused to stay home and bake cookies,:

Hillary became a lightning 10d® for people’s
deepest anxieties and most fervent_sD hopes about
how women — and modem first ladies — would

shape the country’s future.
Seven minutes after she set foot in® the

White House, the Hillary-k%g began.
(Morton Kondracke, for example, worried that
she would prompt her husband to appoint “wac-
ko @sisg to the Supreme Court®” instead of
“decent® people. ”) Her husband didn’t help
with his stupid “two for one®” sound bite sug-
gesting that while people had elected Bill,
they’d get Hillary in the bargain, promoting
hand-wringing® about who wore the pants in
the family@.

Now that she’ s an elected official in her

own right@’ , her celebrity status® has increased
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even further, making her fair game for every-
thing from The National Review to The National
Enquirer ( which is obsessed with® outing her as
a supposed dyke). What is it about Hillary that

drives so many people nuts?@

Hillary seems to be, for conservatives, the
embodiment® of the mythic@, forbidding®,
castrating@ matriarch® of outsized® appetites®

and ambitions, a woman who can’t be con-

trolled, a woman who eats up and spits out all

in her path@ , especially men. Trent Lott is so
scared of her that he wished she’d be struck by
lightning@(how mythic can you get?). She’s
too smart, she’s too self—assurcd@, and she

wears pants@. She’s slithered out of the kinds

of scandals®, from Travclgate@ to her recent
book contract, that have repeatedly felled® Re-
publican men.

A REAL WOMAN?
In other words, she’s not a real woman,
but she’s benefited from some of the protections

and indulgences@ accorded® women anyway.

She’s the wicked® queen in Snow White or La-
dy Macbeth. A woman with too much power,

rotted at the core®, because power works on

women like acid, eating away every shred of

humanity@. If women stop being empathetic ,
altruistic® , selfless and deferential® , then what
will happen? Well, men aren’t going to do that,

so it all falls apart and there we are, back in our
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caves.
So one reason Hillary makes people uneasy

is she destabilizes® gender roles® — she’s out-

spoken® , tough@, ambitious and assertive® ,

but still wears lipstick, has her hair done® and,

yes, stands by her cheatin’ heart man®. She’s

femme and butch® at the same time. Janet Re-

@® has been the llu_tt® of jokes for years be-
cause she has refused, throughout her life, to

d_01_1® the masquerade® of femininity@* make-

up, fluttering® eyes, approving gig_gles@—
that the rest of us feel we have to wear to avoid
disapproval. When a woman just says no to that
masquerade, it raises the gc_age_r@ of more
women doing so, which threatens to bring

down® the entire gender house of cards.

VISCERAL® FEAR
Pretty scary. But Hillary is clearly, for

many, even scarier, because she takes some

from column A and some from column B, and

refuses to bat her eyelashes@. A deep, visceral

fear for right-wing men is that men will become
more like women and women more like men.

That threatens their political base, worldview

and power. B No wonder Hillary keeps them in

business. @
Whatever one thinks of Hillary — and there
are traits and policy positions to admire and crit-

icize — this bashing provides a cautionary tale

of the price openly ambitious women still pay in
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our society, a full 30 years after the women’s

movement® . Castration anxiety@ is still alive

and well, and rises to full height, if you will, at
the sight of Hillary Clinton. But as her ranking
as “most admired woman” also suggests, there
are also plenty of people in our country who
think the Neanderthals,

should get over it already@.

male and female,

What Hillary bashing and embracing@

shows us is how deep the divide remains in our
country about what women can do, how high
they can rise, how ambitious they can be and,
most important, how much of that ambition they

need to camouflage behind blusher, lowered

eyelids and a skirt® .
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