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Preface

Poverty monitoring and evaluation system, as one component of Southwest Poverty Reduc-
tion Project (SWPRP) , has been set up on the base of cooperation of National Bureau of Statis-
ties (NBS) and l.eading Group of Poverty Reduction of China. The highest management group
of NBS has paying great attention to the poverty survey in the SWPRP area. The survey will be
practically implemented by Rural Survey Organization(RSO) . Guangxi Branch, Guizhou Branch
and Yunnan Branch of RSO, and also the county survey teamns of project counties, take part in
the ficld work and data processing. Up to the end of 2000, Six years data were collected, forming
the very bascs of Poverty Monitoring and Impacts Evaluation Report for Southwest Poverty
Reduction Project Area (2000).

This Report is compiled to reflect the poverty situation and the progress of poverty reduc-
tion project objectively . Because the effect of project (some long-term project activities in partie-
ular) may lag behind the process of project activities, there may be some difference between the
effect showed by data and the real influence of the project. Any suggestion and comments are
deeply welcome.

In the process of our survey and report formulation, many experts contributed their valuable
suggestions and advice. We would like to express special thanks to Mr. Martin Ravillion, Mr.
Alan Piazza, Ms. Shaohua Chen with the World Bank, and Mr. Wang Guoliang, Mr. Feng
Qiang,Mr. Xu Hui and Ms. He Xiacjun of the Foreign Capital Management Center of State
Council of Leading Group Office of Poverty Alleviation and Development.

Editor
August, 2001
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Abstract

Poverty monitoring and cvaluation system, as one component of Southwest Poverty Reduc-

tion Project (SWPRP) , has been set up on the base of cooperation of National Bureau of Statis-

tics (NBS) and Leading Group of Poverty Reduction of China. A baseline survey was conducted
by NBS in 1995, which covered all 35 project counties and included 3500 houscholds, and col-
lected the information on the level of community, houschold and individual. Of them, 2000
households in 20 counties were sclected to be traced in 1996 ~2000. A random start point, sym-
melry sysiematic sampling method was used to select the county, village and household. The da-
ta were collected through the visiting of interviewers as well as the daily-book kept by the sam-
pled households. The data from the six years survey mentioned above construet the very bases of
Poverty Monitoring Report 2000 for Southwest Poverty Reduction Project Area .

The poverty monitoring survey shows the complicated annual change of living condition of
Southwest Poverty Reduction Projects (SWPRP) Villages in 2000. On one hand, the poverty
headcount rate keeps decreasing, from 18.0% in 1999 to 17.7% . The annual per capita net in-
come reaches 1342 yuan, increasing 6.4% after deducting price effect, compared with that of
previous year. The basic living facilities, the assct owned by the houscholds, as well as rural in-
frastructure and basic education and health service keep improvement. One other hand, some of
the households mainly engaged in crop planting surler from serious income dropping. The poor-
est part of the poor get warse in the year evidenced by the increasing of poverty gap index and
weighted poverty gap index. Some of the children dropped out from the school since the income
declining. The annual changes of poverty situation of project arca are due 1o a series of positive
and negative factors. The positive factors are: the recovery of animal husbandry, the increasing
of labor mobility, the overall implementation of poverty reduction project including Southwest
Project. Especially, the project activities of raising cows, sheep and goats, pigs and silk worms
of Southwest project play an imporiant role in income growth. The negative factors are: the
continuing declining of price of agricultural products, the depression of sugar planting, and the
serious disaster of drought and frost in some project area. All the negative factors effcet more on
the low-income households that get income mainly from crop planting.

The survey also shows that, compared with at baseline year, almost all the aspects of pro-
ject arca have large improvement until the end of 2000. This improvernent verified by changes of
a series of monitoring indicator such as the rate of village access to basic rural infrastructure, per

capita income and expenditure, guantity of assets owned by the households, cnrolment rate of



Abstract

school-age children, adults illiteracy raic etc. . More ever, the survey also shows the household
of project areas get more development opportunity which exhibited by the enhancement of mar-
ket participation, promotion of ability to resist natural and economic risk, increasing of the girl’s
opportunity of attain education and the reduce of gender disparity.

Through the regression analysis, the survey confirms again that most of the project activi-
ties especially the animal husbandry activities since 1995 have significant positive effects on the
income growth ratc of 2000, when controlling the initial condition of village and household.
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