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About the Author

Lewis Wallace was born in Brookville, Indiana,
on April 10,1827. His father was Governor of Indi-
ana,and young Lew spent many hours in the State
Library developing a love of books. He later studied
for the bar and became a lawyer in Indianapolis.

When the Mexican War broke out, Wallace
volunteered for the army and continued rising in the
ranks until he became a major-general. During the
Civil War, he led the Union forces in defending
Washington against capture by the Confederacy.

After the war, Wallace lived in Mexico for a
while, then returned to Indiana and to his law prac-
tice. His stay in Mexico led him to write his first
novel, The Fair God , the story of the conquest of
Mexico by Cortez. The success of this novel and a
conversation with Robert Ingersoll, a well-known
politician and harsh critic of the Bible, led Wallace to
research the teachings of Jesus and the people who
surrounded him in the days of the Roman Empire.
This research produced Ben-Hur in 1880, a novel
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which became an immediate best seller. Wallace’ s
dramatization of the rise of Christianity gave the
world an intimate picture of the lives of the Jews
and Romans of this era. The novel has sold over 2
million copies;it has been translated into many for-
eign languages;and it has been made into a play and
two spectacular motion pictures.

Although Wallace continued writing until his
death in 1905, none of his other works was as suc-

cessful or is as well remembered as Ben-Hur .
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CHAPTER 1

Judah and Messala

RIS AL

It was the 17th year of the Christian' era. The
Roman Empire extended far and wide, including the
land of Judea® and its holy® city of Jerusalem®,
Judea’s cruel ruler, King Herod® was dead, and the
Roman emperor had named®a less important offi-
cial,a procurator’ , to rule.

Growing up in Judea at this time were three
young men® : Judah, a Jew, who lived in Jerusalem;
Messala,a Roman, who also lived in the Holy City;
and Jesus®,a Jew, who lived in Nazareth!®—a small

village near Jerusalem.
Judah Ben-Hur lived with his mother and 13-

1.['kristfou] n. 2B #H#% 2. [dzu'dis] n. KB F (M E)

3.0'"holi] a. A F&h; £ 4. [dze'rusolom] » Ef B H A (M

%) 5.King Herod AAE L(R A EWHKEM L) 6. [neim] w. 4£

4  7.['prokjusreita] n. ¥ &'E 8. Growing up in Judea ... were

three young men Judah,... %8 A B K&, 9. ['dziz] IRk, L4

ZF 10 ['nezri0] n. TR GEL L), RBAASMIEH — M E,
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year-old sister Tirzah in a large house near the mar-
ketplace in Jerusalem. The family was wealthy and
had many servants, even though! the father,
Ithamar, the Prince of Hur, had died at sea while
still a young man. Still he had been a rich merchant?
and had carried on trade throughout the world, as
well as serving the Roman emperor in posts all over
the Empire. But in spite of> his friendship with the
emperor, the Prince of Hur had remained faithful to*
his Jewish religion, and young Judah shared his fa-
ther’s devotion®.

Messala’ s family also had close relations with
the Roman emperor, and his father had been given
the job of tax collector® in Judea.

Judah, who was 17, and Messala, 19, had been
close friends in childhood. Both boys were very
handsome. At first glance, they might be mistaken
for’ brother, with their black eyes and hair and
deeply tanned® faces.

Messala had been sent to Rome to study when
he was 14, and the boy were reunited after a five-

1. even though Bp{£ 2. 'matfont] n. A
3. inspite of BF{& 4. (be)faithful to 5+ &k, 1517

5.[di'veufan] n. B 15 6. tax collector KHLE
7. be mistaken for IR A 8. (teen] vi. A%
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year separation on the day before the emperor’ s
new ruler for Judea, the procurator Valerius Gratus,
was due to' arrive in Jerusalem. It was a hot after-
noon in July when the boys met in a public garden.
Judah had looked forward eagerly to? their reunion?,
but he found Messala to be unfriendly, even cold and
mocking®.

“I suppose you’ ve just been sitting around the
house and the Temple while I was having fun in
Rome, ”Messala flung’ at Judah.

“You have changed, Messala, ” replied Judah.
“You seem to think that Romans are better than ev-
eryone else and that their gods are better than the
God of the Jews. You don’ t even seem to care
whether you hurt your oldest and dearest friend!”

“How have I hurt you?”asked Messala.

“You assume® that 1 have wasted my time
these past five years, ” he said. “ But I, too, have
learned a lot. My Jewish teachers may not know ev-
erything that your teachers in Rome know, but they

1.be due to B B} &9, FAZ 64

2. look forward to(sth.) ®%2 , 45728

3. ['ri:'ju:njan] vi. AR, F#%
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