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Tianjin In The Past

s a historically and culturally famous city, Tianjin is one of four
A cities directly under the Central Government as well as an eco-

nomic center in the north of China. Tianjin is located in the northeastern
part of North China Plain and on the down reach of water system of Hai
River. Bordering Yan Mountain on the north and Bo Sea on the east,
Tianjin enjoys a very convenient terrain, so in ancient times, Tianjin was
a trading center of salt and fishes and an important port of river and sea.
As a gateway city leading to Beijing, Tian became a hub for water trans-
portation of grain which was closely related to the economic lifelines in
the feudal society.”In view of the characteristics of a city, Tianjin is a
large coastal municipality which dramatically expanded in the course of
port opening and modernization.

The first seed of civilization in Tianjin area came up in front of
mountain areas in the north. With changes of the environment, the an-
cestors of Tianjin moved from the mountain area in Ji County to the coast
of Bo Sea. Many archaeologist discoveries showed and proved this pat-
tern. The remains of Qingchi in Ji County discovered in 1997 pushed the
history of human activities in Tianjin area back to about 8,000 years
ago.

Hai River is the cradle for Tianjin’s expansion. Since early cities
such as Quanzhou Town emerged on the river mouths in Han Dynasty,
the building of city along Hai River and the establishment of economic
center had shifted from east to west. This development never changed in
ancient times.

Tianjin city in traditional sense, came into being in the beginning of
12nd century. In 1214, Jin Dynasty established a Zhigu Town in the
junction of three rivers. Zhigu was the earliest name in the development
process of Tianjin City. In Yuan Dynasty, owing to the booming sea
transportation, Dazhigu Area became prosperous. The prosperous scene
of sea transportation in Zhigu at that time can be brought to life in a
Yuan poem which goes as follows: transporting the rice of East China by
sea, thousands of ships came overnight with the tides. Zhigu was re-
named to Haijin Town in the 3rd year in Yanyou Period of Yuan Dy-
nasty. Soon urbanization in Tianjin started.

he name of Tianjin first appeared in the 4th year of Jianwen Em-
T peror of Ming Dynasty (1402). King of Yan, Zhuli led his

troops southward via Zhigu and took Nanjin by force. After he came into
power as an cmperor, he bestow such a new name as Tianjin on Zhigu.
Tianjin meant the spot of crossing the river for the emperor. During the
Yongle Period of Ming Dynasty (1404 — 1406), garrisons (literally
“wei” in Chinese) were built in Tianjin. Since then, Tianjin started to
be called “Tianjin Wet”. In the 17th year of Yongle Period, Ming Court
moved its capital to Beijing and hence Tianjin became the gateway to the
capital. After the Qing Dynasty united the whole country, it lifted the
ban on sea transportation Tianjin came across a historical opportunity of
greal development, Tianjin became a prefecture in the 3rd year of
Yongzheng Emperor (1725). It was upgraded to provincial level in the
9th year of Yongzheng Emperor which ruled 6 counties and 1 prefecture.
In the Emperor Qianlong Period of Qing Dynasty, Tianjin became a hub
for water and land transportation, a production and sales base of fishes
and salt, grain distribution market in North China and an important eco-
nomic center.

“Tianjin Wei, a good place, is more prosperous than Jiangsu and
Zhejiang. Business transactions are everywhere in thé dock of rivers and
land. ¥ Most of the early —time commercial districts in Tianjin gathered
along the Hai River and South Canal to the east and north of outer Tian-
jin. At that time, many ships passed by in the river; transportation
gathered on the road; the shops were crowded with the customers and
government offices stood there in the street. The commodities from the
south and north were transported by sea and canal into Tianjin. The
ships owned by Ninbo group, Chaozhou group and Guangdong group
came to and fro Tianjin by sea. The ships of Tianjin Wei also went
northward to Liaodong and southward to Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Shang-
hai. With the thriving business, the operations of money exchange and
remittance called “Shanxi Exchange Shop” started in Qianlong Period.

n the middle of the 19th century, two Opium Wars broke out.
China was forced to sign a serires of unequal treaties which sur-

rendered China’s sovereign rights under humiliating terms. China was



degraded to the status of semi—colonial and semi—feudal society. These
treaties not only chose debarkation points for western powers’ entry into
China, but also developed those coastal habitats into cities of modern
sense with colonists’ ideals. Born into conflicts of Chinese and Western
culture and expanded with crisises, awakening and struggle of the na-
tion, modern Tianjin was the 2nd largest industrial and commercial city
in China.

In October 1860, allied forces of Britain and France burnt down the
Summer Palace, the human cultural treasure of the world. Sino—Britain
and Sino—France Supplemental Treaty (Also called Beijing Convention)
signed later in Beijing stipulated that Tianjin opened up as a trading
port. Britain, U.S. A. and France established their concessions in Tian-
jin which were independent from the administration of Chinese govern-
ment. In the 40 years since then, Germany, Japan, Russia, Italy, Bel-
gium and Austro—Huangary arrived one after another. They formed 9—
nation concessions. Tianjin took the lead in the 16 cities with concessions
in China in terms of numbers of concessions. The emergence and devel-
opment of those concessions had, in essence, changed the structure and
trends of development in Tianjin. From the point of view of space, total
areas of 9 — nation concessions were almost 8 times larger than that of
the city proper and areas outside Tianjin. The concessions not only con-
stituted the basic frame of modern Tianjin but also became the focus of
the activities in Tianjin. From the point of view of economic structure,
the machinery industry in the concessions gradually transformed the tra-
ditional economic sectors made up of commerce, service industries and
craftsman workshops. Accordingly, Tianjin became one of few Chinese
cities bathed in modern industrial civilizations. From the point of view of
development trends, with the unfolding of foreign trade and foreign rela-
tions, establishment of advanced port facilities and utilization of oceango-
ing transportation ships, Tianjin began to be involved in the industrial
transformation process, namely, from rivers to sea, and from domestic
ports of land to the world’s transportation system. As a matter of fact,
Tianjin was an important objective for foreign capitalists to invade and
rob in modern times. In due course came the domestic political reforms
and upheavals. Overall, the evolution of Tianjin’s social characters since

the opening of ports had become an epitome of modern China’s semi—
colonial and semi—f{eudal society.

The invasion of western colonists had aroused strong responses from
top officials and average Chinese people. Faced with the west’s superior
military powers and under the guideline of fighting against westerners
with western techniques, westernization advocates led by Li Hongzhang,
a top official stationed in Tianjin for 25 years, started Westernization
Movement which paved the way for China’s modernization. Tianjin be-
came the northern center of Westernization Movement. During the time,
there were; Tianjin Machine Company, the 2nd largest munitions facto-
ry in China; the 1st Ship Repairing and Building Factory in North China;
Dagu Shipyard and Ship Merchants Company. The railroads collecting
Tianjin with Tangshan were reputed as the beginning of China’s railway
century. The 1st telegram wire in mainland China and the 1st telephone
wire by Chinese were erected. Big— Dragon, the 1st stamp in China’s
history was issued. Beiyang University, China’s lst university educating
engineering technicians, was founded. Tianjin, an important city in the
north of China, had served as a pioneer in keeping up with the trend of
times in modern China. During the course of port opening and urbaniza-
tion, Tianjin developed rapidly. Meanwhile, those people in lower class
launched their resistance to the western colonial forces in the other way.
On June 21, 1870, thousands of Tianjin residents burnt down French
Wanghailou Catholic Church and French consulate, which led to the
frightening “Missionary Case in Tianjin”. In 1900, Boxer Movement
broke out once again in Tianjin. Tens of thousands of Boxers almost
burnt all the churches in Tianjin and besieged concessions and railway
station. In collaboration with Qing troops, they had fought fiercely with
the reinforcing invaders composed of British, French, American,
Japanese, Russian, German, Italian and Austro—Hungary contingents.
The Westernization Movement advocating the policy of fighting against
westerners with western techniques and Missionary Case in Tianjin as
well as the “Yi He Tuan” (“Boxer”) Movement of the people represent-
ed two different responses upon western invasion. These two responses
manifested two social problems in modern China: national contradictions

and development crisis.



n the beginning of 20th century, the characteristics of Tianjin, a
modern cosmopolitan, had begun to unfold fully and had devel-

oped sustainably. Tianjin was then a test field for the “ new adminis-
tration” of Qing Dynasty. Under support of Beiyang Faction led by Yuan
Shikai, a number of modern enterprises called “Beiyang Industries” were
set up. Accordingly, local industry developed rapidly. Even during the 8
—year Japanese occupation period, Japanese army advocated a policy of
supporting the war with the occupied regions and Tianjin’s industries
were incorporated in the tracks of military invasion. Tianjin became a
source city for war materials. Thus, Tianjin developed its industry in a
lopsided manner. In the economic sector, Tianjin was gradually provided
with the economic functions of radiating and accelerating the develop-
ment of neighboring areas. In trade, Tianjin remained to be the largest
commodity distribution port in the north of china. Tianjin Port became
an international trade port. In industry, the enterprises had gradually
transformed their sole military feature in the 19th century into civilian
factories which were guided by the market to satisfy the demands of
people’s daily lives. In commerce, around Lizhan in French conc — es-
sion, new commercial center composed mainly of retail shops came into
being. the main symbol was the establishment of Tianjin Quanye Mar-
ket. In finance, modern financial industry composed mainly of banks and
insurance companies had achieved a thriving development Tianjin became
the 2nd largest financial center in China, second only to Shanghai. The
development of urban economy facilitated the municipal infrastructure
construction. The utilization of these facilities further enriched the urban
functions centered on public service and constituted an important compo-
nent of the features of the city. Since the beginning of 20th century,
Tianjin had successively built a great number of municipal facilities in-
cluding electric power, tap water, drainage, fire — fighting, roads,
bridges, public transportation, urban construction and gardens. For ex-
ample, the trolley bus opened in 1906 made Tianjin the 1st city in China
that possessed vehicles of modern public transportation. Wanguo Bridge
(also called Liberation Bridge) is still regarded as a symbol structure of
Tianjin today. There were also thousands of western —style buildings in
Tianjin, such as public constructions in the concessions, bank, church-

es, gardens, hotels, clubs, cinemas, theatres and villas. Conforming
with different construction styles, these buildings had a distinct charac-
teristic. Therefore, Tianjin always enjoys a reputation of “ universal
construction expo”.

T

There appeared libraries, museums, art galleries and cinemas as well as
art forms like modern drama, but also theatres and stages where Peking
Opera, Ping Opera and other folk arts were shown. Tianjin always took
the lead in the modern drama and folk arts. Moreover, folk artcrafts like
Ni Ren Zhang Color Sculpture, Yang Liu Qing Spring Festival Picture
and kites made by a craftsman named Kite Wei always enjoyed a nation-
wide reputation. The newspapers, magazines and radios are the major
media forms in Tianjin. Da Gong Daily started circulation in Tianjin in
1902. In 1919, Nankai University, the most famous private university in
China, was founded. Basketball, soccer and tennis were quite popular in
the concessions and schools. China’s traditional sports events, martial
arts and wrestling were also brought into full play. A basketball team
composed of “Five Tigers” from Nankai was quite famous at that time.

he importance of status and the historical environment in Tianjin
made it a gathering place for Chinese and foreign civilizations.

ocial cultural situations and economic development level deter-
S mine the customs and trends of -a city. Tianjin, as an immigra-

tion city, boasts of rich traditional folk customs. Situated on the down
reach of 9 rivers and connecting 7 proviﬂces, Tianjin was the most im-
portant city outside the capital. As early as Yuan Dynasty, Zhigu had
become a prosperous city at the foot of the emperor. In Ming and Qing
Dynasty, the immigrants from different regions moved here along the
canal or by sea. They brought varying cultural traditions, habits and
customs into the city. After population accumulation and cultural melt-
ing for several hundred years, Tianjin gradually formed a complete set of
customs and habits. Restricted by the production and living conditions of
an industrial and commercial city like Tianjin, these customs and habits
displayed peculiar local characteristics and were constantly developing
and evolving. Since the opening of the ports, the conflicts between Chi-




nese culture and western culture had a far —reaching effect on the social
life in Tianjin and the people’s cultural psychology. The invasion of
western powers, the so—called “concession culture”, the lives led by the
decendants of the feudal court as well as the retired warlords and politi-
cians had input new contents for Tianjin’s life trends, customs, trends
and value orientations. In Tianjin, the upper class characterized by top
officials and important businessmen, dependent on their high profits, en-
joyed a luxurious life. The people in the lower class had to labor hard to
make a shabby living. Meanwhile, the folk recreational activities which
had a history of nearly 100 years, were never in the wane, which reflect-
ed the cultural feelings and recreational psychology of the public concern-
ing the happy life.

djacent to the capital and with many concessions, Tianjin had an
A extraordinary political position. Tt had become a center of diplo-

matic relations between China and foreign countries when Li Hongzhang
was the Minister for Beiyang Affairs. The Boxer Protocol stipulated that
foreign troops were stationed in Tianjin. Japan even established a com-
mand in Tianjin. The Beiyang warlords headed by Yuan Shikai also had
their headquarters in Tianjin. Under the protection of the External Law
in the concessions, he gathered his strength and finally entered China’s
political stage. Tianjin had an advantageous geographic location. Thus,
many retired politicians and warlords moved into the concessions and
wished to stage a comeback. Even after nationalist government moved its
capital to Nanjin. Tianjin’s political influences were noticeable by the
whole country. For instance, Tanggu Agreem—ent and He Mei Agree-
ment were signed here. On the other hand, Tianjin’s peculiarity also at-
tracted a large number of theorists of political reforms. Yanfu and Liang
Qichao had lived in Tianjin, writing books and publishing their political
opinions. Sun Yet Sen also visited Tianjin three times for the purpose of
relaying revolutionary thoughts.

With the awakening of national awareness, the patriotic movement
against imperialism and feudalism also developed in Tianjin. Thus broke
out the movement of boycotting U. S. Commoditics in 1905, the cam-
paign of stopping France {from taking Lao Xi Kai in 1906 and the May 4th

Movement in 1919. In 1924, China Communist Party established a sub
— committee in Tianjin. China Communist Party Shunzhi (including
today’s Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei Province) Bureau had been headquar-
tered in Tianjin. Many noted Party members such as Li Dazhao, Zhou
Enlai, Deng Yingchao Liu Shaogi, Chen Tanqiu, Pengzhen and Ji
Hongchang had been leading revolutionary struggles in Tianjin for a long
time and Tianjin became the Party’s headquarters in the north of China.
Under the leadership of China Communist Party, through the Movement
of Combating Japanese and Saving China from Destruction in the 1930s,
the struggles during the periods of the War of Resistance against Japan’s
Aggression, the patriotic democratic movement of fighting against civil
war and dictatorship and protesting the atrocities of U. S. and by the war
efforts of uniting the whole country by PLA, the people in Tianjin along
with Chinese people, finally changed the face of China, ended the dis-
graceful history of China’s semi—feudal and semi—colonial society and
greeted the birth of socialist new Tianjin.

A Chinese scholar said long time ago that it is a must to know the
history for a man who wants to embrace the truth. Looking back is con-
ducive to creating the future. As a result, at the invitation of People’s
Fine Arts Publishing House, our museum selects hundreds of valuable
photos of historic value. After classifying them and writing some ex-
planatory words, we publish this album to offer to the readers.
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