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A Brief Introduction

Shang Yang was one among the minority of the le-
galist who was able to ascend to the political scene and
sufficiently displayed his ability in the pre-Ch ‘in histo-
ry. It was under his delicate planning and severe imple-
mentaion that Ch’in, a half-feudal and half-nomadic
state, became a strong state, within a few years, and
further threatened the security of the states in the east.
Though Shang Yang was killed by his own policy, his
followers were well united to form a School. They fur-
ther succeeded in occupying prominent posts in the Ch
‘in government and ensuring their powerful influence.
Therefore, Shang’s policy and his idealogical thoughts
became Ch ‘in’s political tradition and as the essential in-
gredients of Ch ‘in’ culture which made the unification
of China under Ch ‘in’s rule possible.

Without Shang Yang and his School, it is apparent
that Ch ‘in would definately not be able to became a
powerful military and political state which coferred her
the opportinuty to unify the whole China. It is a pity to
point out that it is Shang’s thought of which became the
political tradition of Ch ‘in, that made Ch’in failed to ad-
just his policy to the new environment after unification
of China. It is the persistance of and rigidity of Shang ‘s

policy that made Ch'in went to ruin.
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