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The Journey to Philadelphia —

It rained very hard all the day; I was thoroughly soaked?, and
by noon a good deal tired; so I stopped at a poor inn, where I stayed
all night, beginning now to wish I had never left home.> I made so
miserable a figure*, too, that I found, by the questions asked me, I
was suspected to be some runaway indentured® servant and in danger
of being taken up® on that suspicion. However, | proceeded’ next
day and got in the evening to an inn within eight or ten miles of
Burlington® , kept by one Dr. Brown®. He entered into conversation
with me while I took some refreshment!®, and finding I had read a
little, became very obliging!" and friendly. Our acquaintance'? con-
tinued all the rest his life.

At his house I lay that night, and arrived the next morning
at Burlington; but had the mortification'?® to find that the regular
boats were gone a little before, and no other expected to go before
Tuesday, this being Saturday. Wherefore!® I returned to an old
woman in the town, of whom I had bought some gingerbread to
eat on the water, and asked her advice. She proposed to lodge
me'” till a passage by some other boat occurred. 1 accepted her of-
fer, being much fatigued'® by traveling on foot. She was very hos-
pitable!”, gave me a dinner of ox cheek with great good will'®, and I
thought myself fixed till Tuesday should come. However, walking
in the evening by the side of the river, a boat came by, which I
found was going toward Philadelphia with several people in her. !’
They took me in, and as there was no wind we rowed all the way,
and about midnight, not having yet seen the city, some of the com-
pany were confident we must have passed it and would row no fur-

ther; the others knew not where we were, so we put toward the
4
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The Journey to Philadelphia —

shore?®, got into a creek, landed near an old fence, with the rails®!
of which we made a fire, the night being cold, in October, and
there we remained till daylight. Then one of the company knew the
place to be Cooper’s Creek, a little above Philadelphia, which we
saw as soon as we got out of the creek, and arrived there about eight
or nine o’clock on the Sunday morning and landed at Market Street
wharf.??

I was in my working dress, my best clothes coming round by
sea.? I was dirty, from my being so long in the boat. My pockets
were stuffed out?® with shirts and stockings, and I knew no one nor
where to look for lodging. Fatigued with walking, rowing, and the
want of sleep?, I was very hungry; and my whole stock of cash?
consisted of a single dollar, and about a shilling in copper coin,
which I gave to the boatmen for my passage. At first they refused
it, on account of?” my having rowed; but I insisted on their taking
it. Man® is sometimes more generous when he has little money than
when he has plenty; perhaps to prevent his being thought to have
but little. %°

Then I walked up the street, gazing about till near Market
Street, when I met a boy with bread. I had made many a meal on
bread, and inquiring where he had bought it, I went immediately to
the baker’s he directed me to. I asked for biscuits®, meaning such
as we had at Boston®'; that sort, it seems, was not made at
Philadelphia. I then asked for a three-penny loaf and was told they

had none. Not knowing the different prices nor the names of the dif-




