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A Brief Introduction

Huang Tingjian is renowned for his poetry and
calligraphy, the later generations generally appreciate
him from artistic dimensions. As a critical biography,
this book deals with Huang’s career and achievements
comprehensively. The author has tried hard to portray
the biographee against a broad historical and cultural
background not only as an artist but also as a thinker.
This book explores into his philosophical and ethical
thought which is characterized by the incorporation of
Buddhism and Taocism into Confucianism. unfolds his
historical achievements that he reconstructed Confuci-
anism by means of putting the “idea of mind and nature”
at its core, thus contributed to the formation of New
Confucianism. Based on this study, the book expounds
Huang’s theories about poetics and art of poetry as well
as other ideas about art and his creative attainments. By
way of relating his art with his thought, the book
excellently accounts for the features and contradictions
in his theories and creative works.

This critical biography also outlines Huang’s
influence over the later generations as well as the origins
and development of his works’ editions, which is of
great reference value for understanding Huang Tingjian
as one of the representative authors of the Song Dynasty
poetry.
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