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A Brief Introduction

Based upon detailed research of historical source mate-
rials this book, adopting a form of critical biography, ana-
lyzes Fan Zhongyan’s thoughts on politics, philosophy, mil-
itary affairs, economics, literature, education, and tal-
ents. It puts Fan Zhongyan in the context of turbulent his-
tory, reconstructing his intellectual development under his
ideal “To fulfill no shortage of the expectations of sages in
performance and inquiry, and to benefit the world by
knowledge and practices,” and representing his charming
character in all respects. It focuses on reconstructing the
whole process of the Qingli Reform, reexamining previous
scholarship. Through discussion of texts and analysis of
roots and developments, this book also elaborates the his-
torical importance of Fan Zhongyan as the founder of the
Song School.

This book demonstrates the auther’s particular experi-
ence in the study of the Song history, and represents a stage
result of the studies of Fan Zhongyan in its recent develop-
ment.
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