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Symbel name; backslash
Uses: The symbol used in MS-DOS to separate directories and filenames
such as C:\WINDOWS\SYSTEM or A:\PASCAIL. Don't get the back-
slash key mixed up with the forward slash (/) that’s found on the same key
as the question mark (?). Otherwise, MS-DOS won’t have the slightest
idea what you’re trying to do.

Rtk

MS-DOS F st 555 3% 53 B H 5 M 30 4 3% 10 CAWINDOWS\SYSTEM
B A\PASCAL., TEHEFEFMALEHAME, FHEMES(DERER —2
L. AT MSDOS — G R FE R T4

3

Symbol name . star-dot-star

Uses: The x. % designation uses the x* wildcard which can take on any
value. In MS-DOS, ». * refers to all files. To delete every file in a direc-
tory, you type DEL % . x and press the Enter key. (Don’ try this at home
unless you know what you’re doing. )

ExE .

WA R T« BT & S AT RUEFI{E . & MS-DOS /1, « . f5—
Pt B ER B SR e — U150, W4T DEL = .« R AE . GIER
B Mk B R mEET 4D

& |

Symbol name: am-per-sand

Uses: Sometimes this symbol is used to represent “and,” as in “such &
such” or “Baby want some c&.dy?” Or more accurately, “Sterling, Worblet-
yme & Grockmeister. ” Most purists reject this form, prefering to spell out
the letters A-N-D, -

In computer programming, & sometimes represents a “logical and. ” For ex-



ample

IF (NUMBER =1 & LETTER=A) THEN “We're at the begining. ”
In‘the C programming language, two ampersands are used —&&.

The character is correctly called an ampersand. Am pers comes from the an-

cient Vulean for “this squiggly symbol means” and and meaning “and.”

Ex

HEFESHIHAFR K “and”, I L “such & s.uch"(%%)iﬁ“liaby waﬁt
some cBdy?” (B LB E B, T U1 A B " Sterling Worbletyme &.
Grockmeister”, L¥IESH PRSI X B, T HEZFA-N—
D, FEIHPRF R, HIRR“EH/A7. Flm.

IF(NUMBER=1 & LETTER=A) THEN “We’re at the beginning,”
ECIBTH RAMN &— —8&.

HEF AP ampersand R EIERY . ampers KT & & 5 K Vulean, A&
“XATHHETWTSHE X and BEI“E—E”,

Symbol name; plus
Uses: This symbol is used in addition because (thankfully) it’s on the key-
board and makes a poor imposter for the letter T.

2+2=5
(This used to happen a lot with older spreadsheets. )
The plus sign may also be used to connect two items. For example,

COPY A.DOCHB. DOC AB. D(XC
In DOS, the preceding command glues the file B. DOC to the end of the file
A. DOC, creating a new file AB. DOC. This is known as concatenation,
which is literally translated as “sticking two cats together,” though the more
common “sticking two things together” is generally accepted.
a
WS RFMmE HRCEMERE LAXNFR.MHERTFR TH LR
KA AR AL ’

2+2=5
GXFE LB E M B F R P IR



WS R M. B .

COPY A.DOC+B.DOC AB.DOC

7 DOS H2, L3k &5 4 8% S B. DOC #IE&E X A.DOC 2 fa . B A
# AB, DOC, X #1358 M “concatenation” (G5, BFEHEH B“HEH X
BHE— R BRANEEZZE LR e S8 E—
ﬁ:

Symbol name: pound ,number ,or tic-tac-toe

Uses: The pound symbol, located above the 3 on American keyboards. This
symbol is used in written language to represent numbers or items; “All
right, Becky, you chose # 3, ‘Medical Instruments T’ve Found on the
Beach. ””

In some versions of UNIX, the # is the system prompt.

the # symbol also has appeal as a nice solid character. Some people nse it
decoratively or to produce crude graphics:

rpERpRHER
7

HEHB
peghss

B & 0 8 F 8
oS - R < S < <

HHE#AHUHH
On British keyboards, the # symbol is replaced by £, which really means
pound. (¥ is the “hash” character. )
2.5 SAEREHER :
KRS EXEHSAEFMTF 2L, EPEEFPRESHRTE . “All
right, Becky, you Chose # 3, ‘Medical Instruments Yve Found on the
Beach”” CIRYF DU, R T 9 =00, ‘e @i LR PG BT /WD %
T UNIX XA, # BAGRAF. AT UUERENREFEN, F1
N RE VRN . b ve s A
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HrHaHH
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B o# 3 R R H
# # B # # #

HHBEHIH
rREREE HLAEY BEAERE, (BRI RREFE/HD

Symbol name: ap-end (% 3 N Td append)

Uses: There is really no way to pronunce any of these symbols, though
“ugh-ugh ” is often used. Some say “double greater-than. ” Others may just
say “append. ” which is what these characters do in DOS.

TYPE SIGNATUR. TXT >> LETTER. DOC

The preceding DOS command takes the information in the file SIGNATUR.
TXT and sticks it to the end of the file LETTER. DOC. Note that this trick
only works with text files, not documents created with a word processor or
other formatted documents.

Ftho

HRSHELERE, BREEE vgh—ugh”. HANEBEHETF". Ao~
B AR “HEINT, X R DOS iy Ak, :

TYPE SIGNATUR. TXT>>LETTER. DOC

B — DOS 74, W4 SIGNATUR. TXT F /1% B ¥ i % LETTER.
DOC Za. & X% OGE AT XA, FEHFFRERT D
SO E AR O

Symbol name: greater-than or equal to

Uses: These symbols are used to compare two values in a test (as in a

database query, for example). The test passes if the first value is greater
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than or equal to the second value. For example:
10>=9 is true
10>=10 is true
10>=11 is false
good > =evil —we hope is true
KFHET
SR 5 ¥ 7 I 3 o BB A (B R R B AR D IR S ME K
TERETE - AME B W R, B
10>=9 is true
10>=10 s true
10>=11 s false
E>=% HREOY

<:

Symbol name: less—than or equal to

Uses: These symbols are used to compare two values in a test. The test ==

passes if the first value is less than or equal to the second. For example:
9<C=10 is true
10<C=10 is true
10<<=9 is false
Hollywood < =*real life” is always true
NFHET
BASHETEMRFERENME RE—-MEADTFHEFE - ME B
i, Fm.
9< =10 is true
10<C=10 is true
10<C=29 is false
SR << =“H I A TG MR AT

Symbol name: exclamation point;bang

Uses: The exclamation point is used at the end of a sentence to denote ex-



citement :“Your wife is here!”Or maybe surprise, “My heart!” In Spanish.,
a preceeding upside-down explanation point pre-alerts the reader to the ex-
citement level of the sentence:“ | Su esposa esta aqui!” Y “i. Mi corazon!”
In the C programming language. ! is used to mean not. For example,

! TRUE=FALSE
The above means “not true is the same thing as false,” almost a universal
truth anywhere but in Washington D, C,

P = h
This symbol means not equal. “Watching baseball on TV is just! = to being
at the ballpark. ”
In the USENET electronic mail system, ! is called a bang, and it’s used in
someone’s electronic address-like a highly effective ZIP code. For example

Crash! dang
This is the electronic address of dang on the crash system. The address is
“crash, bang, dang. ” (An actual address, by the way. )
Did you ever notice that all the sentences in Mad Magazine end in either an
exclamation point or question mark?
B S 5
BRI TR, RN M RO RATEX B, AT K"
W A EE R —AMEE GBS WS R H SRS EE .1 Su
esposa asta equil ”(JRAYF AEXH I« Micorazon ! ” (K1)
HECHEET,! ARBRA, Hm.

! TRUE=FALSE
LTS SCRERE BB R R R B T A B W X LS AR T B L aX L
FR-FEEHLE, ‘ '

—
EPMHGRABET". ERATERRE =CHEREL,”
£ USENET WL B R4 481 BV “BE”, B T H2 A d Foht — -
e A Z1P R, &,

Crash! dang
X Bcrash £4 dang {7 Hi 1 Hb ik oﬁfﬂfjhlj%“crash,bang,dango"(ﬁfl«)[ =)

AR AL ‘
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Symbol name . double quotes

Uses: This symbol is often used to hug text, what’s called a str:"ng of text.
For example;

“The pastry was bad and the coffee tasted like it had been strained through a
dirty gym sock.”

The text between the quotes is the “string,” but the quotes themselves are
not.

B35

AP S H AR E SO B IE XX F 4 EB7. fln.

Vo7 K P R 1T 5 R S (RO BLIE B 52 B BR P IR R U EE R S 2 0
T ROPHS”. B SR G RE T FFH.

Symbol name: dollar sign;string ;hex

Uses: The dollar sign is used in a number of ways, most of which really
have to do with money. Obviously, when followed by a number! asin $1,
000,000, the dollar sign means doilars, big bucks, moola.

In the BASIC programming language, a dollar sign. is u:qed to identify a
string or text variable. FIRST$ would be a variable named “FIRST” that
holds a string value. It’s pronouned first-string, by the way: not first-SS or
first-dollar sign.

Some programming languages will use the dollar sign to denote a hexraderi-
mal (base 16) number. For example $ 14 is the hexadecimal value 14 (20
decimal). $ Al would be the hexadecimal value A1 (161 decimal). In this
usagew the $ is pronounced “hex.” $ Al is hex-A-one.

In MS-DOS, cne place the dollar sign is used is in the AUTOEXEC. BAT
file to change the lock of the C prompt as in

Prompt $p$g



TCHIFF S RS 16
s HEEMHAE EHEES8FEL. BR. eHEMBHEN . w1,
000,000, %R0, F£IT. .
fEBASIC IEF o, WA SRR R EFF R X FAHE., FIRST§ AL 2
A RBR-FBNE. LM FIRST AR, WIiEES—-F/FH", R
R CE— SSUHE - TS,
TEHERTFRITES S, HUFSERR 16 #E5H W 16 RO F. Hm,
$ 14 4% 16 FERIAY 14, (BN 10 A 200, $ A & 16 &I 09 AL, (B 10
EHAT 1610, TESL AR SR 16 HEHET. S ALR 16 3EH AL
£ MS-DOS 1 — Ay i 755, Bl #E AUTOEXEC. BAT {4+ H
R C R FFRIAME . '

prompt $p$g

%

Symbol name. percent sign

Uses: The percent sign is used all over the place, sometimes actually to rep-
resent a percentage value; 15% means fifteen percent, or 15 times out of 100
or . 15 or a value that’s considered fairly good for weather forecasters and e-
conomists.

The percent sign plays numerous roles in various programming languages.
In BASIC, the percent sign denotes an integer variable; ITEM % would be
an integer variable named ITEM. You don’t pronounce the %.

In the C programming language the % is used as the “modulus” eperator
(which figures out the remander when one number is divided by another).
It’s also used to format output.

BREFS

PEFRFS FIALE L F I SRR T B 5% A E 2 R 8 100 K
15 WL B 0. 15, R R G T BN A 2 R
ONFEFONEMERFEITESTHESNAG,

{E BASIC Sl 5 o 11 43 H6 4855 26 05— D U L TTEM % 86 2 — 4 4, 1
ITEM (i $O8UR T, REERITT %,

£ CW i P AR B CE WS 5 A, %
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Symbol name. apostrophe;tick;single quote
Uses ; The apostrophe is used in text to mark the possesive“Bill’s deficit” and
sometimes in conjunction with the accent grave (backward apostrophe') in
double quoting. In the BASIC programming language, the apostrophe at the
start of a line marks a comment.

HES WM RE|S

B 575 0 ISR R BT B Bili’s deficit,” CHUREY 5 28 T A B ZE AW
Gl 5EEME (6 EREGEBS DER.

T BASIC B & 1 (£ T H L I E s 5 B TR
O | ‘

Symbol name. parentheses,parens

Uses: Parentheses are used in programming to group things together. Usu-
ally this happens in long mathematical operations; what appears between the
paretheses is figured out first. Most programming languages also use paren-
theses to group together options and “zrguments” for certain commands and
keywords.

A single parenthesis is called a paren. When someone says “left garen,” he’s
referring to the ( character. The right paren is the). This comes in handy
when reading computer typing instructions over the phone.

B .85

BES R FIRITES PR ESASE 2. 8% A TRk *E
W EES T, HERBRFRIMHES PRAEES MR
ORGSR,

BAARE S MIES Y AR AR S — GUERS ) ARG EiEitn
UIErRCipsE Y 2 NEg

©

Symbol name . copyright sign

Uses: Many software packages will use a hig C in parentheses to represent
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the © (copyright) symbol because the C)isn’t on most keyboards. Likewise,
you may see (TM) for Trademark.

REBLFF

FERAERARESTHRCERAROMRPD . By kS Hea ERAH
C, FI#EH, T LAE R A (TMIMRFE Trademark (5D

Symbol name: asterisk ;star;splat
Uses: The asterisk is typically used in a decorative fashion. Occasionally it
may appear to add emphasis when italics or underlines aren’ available;

I was so * embarrassed * .
Or the asterisk may be used as a form of self-censorship while sending an e-
mail message:

Eat * % » % and die !
Sometimes the asterisk appears to mark a footnote,
In DOS, the asterisk is used as a wildcard character, pronounced “star.”
The star can represent from 1 to several characters, matching other file-
names for use with several DOS commands.
Nathan Hale did not say “I regret that 1 have but one asterisk for my coun-
try. Other names for * include the “dingbat” and “splat. ” Splat is from the
final result of dropping something mushy from a high altitude.
ES; B ¥
B — MR R 4 RE AR F SR AN A AR R E RS,
R » F « .
BH R AR RO AR SO, o« SRR N A R EH — R
Eat+ * » xand die! (W2 T * % = = HFED
Hit 2SR RE R,
£ DOS 1, B5 SR M REE”. 55 T DOS @y 3% fnt, B8
AL EASE R F oAty XA 4 AR R BT 8.
MR ERRE R ERNRR R - ESRAERE.”
* B EC b 45 BRA AR M AR AR CBE T B R A AR S R, M B AL T R
T B 3
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Symbol name: minus sign ;hyphen

Uses: The minus sign is used in various corners of computer mathdom.
First, it appears as the typical minus sign: 4—5, and so on. It’s also used to
identify a negative number; —5. ,
The minus sign’s evil twin is the hyphen, which is the same ck;aracter but
used with waords, such as Mary-Francis. Two hyphens can be used together
in text to denote a clause or parenthetical element-like this!

In typographical terms, there are hyphens, en dashes, and em dashes,
which are each used in different circumstances. The hyphen is the smallest
one of the three. An en dash is a dash character with the same width as the
letter n. The em dash is a longer dash, the same width as the letter m.
BE EES

WA TE T B S I L B A E B RAE - RRS 4
SEF BWRXRRRAM. 5.

AT RGBS AP RERS FHER . EERSRTXFE FNEW
— BT FE LF A AR R SRR R - T HRE SRR
— - BRIX

FEHRIARE S, FERS A5, 2975, 43R T ARG EESE=
SRS RS KNS R R SRS T
BEm IR,

AT

Symbol name; period.dot

Uses: The period is used in text to mark the end of a sentence.

In math, the period is used to mark the decimal portion of a number: 3. 141.
In that case, it’s pronounced “point” as in “three point one four one. ”

In some countries, the period is used to separate the hundreds from thou-
sands or thousands from ten-thousands. 1,000 is one thousand. (In these
weird places, the comma is used as the decimal point. Strange. )

In DOS, the period is used to separate a filename from its extension. Other
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operating systems use the period as a separator as well.

In a hockey game, there are three periods:...

85, R

HEEXFHRR—AMER.

TERCE 605 RDRAR H — D 800 /N B S (3. 141 TE S Rl & 1 7,
MU 4L A RER, SRR AR E TR ST S T
10002 T (EXESXARGYER HESH B HHRD
EDOS AW SRR T T RE LR ERSE B SE4S
RS .

HHLER 2 A == 1 (three periods):. ..

Symbol name: {orward slash ;division symbol

Uses: The forward slash character is used in text to separate items: on/off,
up/down, and so on.

In computer math, the / symbol is used for division. This is because the
character isn’t available on most keyboards. So 15/3 means “15 divided by
3.7

Names for this character . s.lash » forward slash, solidus, stroke, virgule, the
forward-pointing thing under the question mark key, and so on.

ks

TEXFR SRS IF/ %, /T S5 A ENEeEd . 28/ TR
LB RZYRE LA BT B 15/38 155 37,

BT FRA AR TR AL B BB FE e SR T m AT R . S

-
.

Symbol name: colon

Uses: In DOS. you use colons after drive names, such as in the C; drive to
refer to your hard drive. and after device names, such as in PRN: to refer
to the printer. In C programming, rhe colon is sometimes used, such as

when you're declaring structure templates for bit fields.



