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The Shepherd Boy
and the Lion

Once upon a time® a shepherd® Boy was wandering far from home.
He had lost this way® in the forest and as darkness fell he felt very fright-
ened and alone.

Suddenly a large Lion came padding® out of the trees towards him.
The Boy was just about to run for his life when,to his great surprise, the
Lion lay down , put his head meekly® on his front paws and said;

“Don’t be afraid. I will not hurt you. I have a thom® in my paw®.
See, it is deep in the pad and I cannot get it out. ”

The Lion came closer to the Boy and raised his paw.

“Goodness , that does look sore® ,” cried the Boy. “Come here and I'll
soon get it out for you. It may hurt a little because I'll have to use my
knife. ”

The Boy sat down and the Lion put his paw gently in his lap® while
the thorn was cut out.

“You'll be all right now,” said the Boy. “But try not to walk on it too
much at first. ”

“Thank you,” said the Lion and without another word he disappeared
in the forest.

Some time later the Boy was falsely® accused of® stealing sheep. In
those days the punishment for stealing was very severe ; the judge ordered
the Boy to be thrown among a group of wild animals.

€ as the animals were let out®,

The Boy stood bravely in the arena
grasping® the thick piece of wood he had been given to fight with. The big-
gest Lion of all came bounding® towards him. Then, to everyone’s sur-
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prise® it sat down in the sand, raised its paw and bowed® its head.

“Don’t you recognize me?” asked the Lion. “You helped me once in
the forest when my paw was hurt. See, it is quite healed® now. ”
The Boy stood holding the lion’s paw in amazement®. Other wild ani-

mals soon backed away , seeing that the strongest of them all was refusing to
fight.
“Let him go free!” shouted the crowd®. “Give him a free pardon@!"
“Come here, shepherd Boy,” commanded?® the king, who was watc-
hing from a special seat in the crowd. “ You and your Lion shall both go

1

free.’
From that time on the Lion and the shepherd Boy were never parted®

but lived as friends for the rest of their lives.
® One good turn deserves® another.

Notes: (D once upon a time A
(2 shepherd /+ fepad/ n. 4% A
@ lose one’s way ¥ &
@ pad /peed/ v. BB H A (FH) sn. (8 ML) M4 05t
® meekly / mizkli/ ad. 38 5 H ; F 70 4,
® thorn /@o:n/ n. % ; ¥k
@ paw /por/ n. (B 447 i) B BN
sore /s31/ a. K& W
® lap /lep/ n. (A%%%)@u?ﬂ*ﬁ%%@%ﬁﬁ.’%#ﬁ.@%
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@ accuse of ¢ ; #51&
@ arena /o'rima/ n. FH
@ let cut CEEI S Ny &
@ grasp /grarsp/ v. M #; K48
@ bound /baund/ v. B 5K
@ to everyone’s surprise it Ff H A % R
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The Elephant and the

Carpent ers?

Many centuries ago,in a certain village near a river in India, all the
men were trained as Carpenters. Here, five hundred of them would go up
the river on rafts? until they reached the great forests. There they cut the
trees, seasoned® the lumber® , shaped the beams® and sawed® the
planks? to be used in building houses.

One day an old Elephant sought refuge® from the heat of the sun in
the shade® of the woods where the Carpenters worked.

As he stepped into a pile of shavings® a long black-wood® splinter®
pierced® his foot. His foot began to fester® and he was in great pain when
he tried to walk.

As he limped® along, the Elephant heard the voices of men nearby.
He followed the sounds and came upon the busy Carpenters.

They noticed that the Flephant was limping, and then they saw the
long black-wood splinter sticking® out of his swollen® foot.

The Carpenters gently pulled out the splinter. Then they lanced® and
cleansed® the festering wound.

The wound healed quickly.

But the Elephant did not forget the kindness of the Carpenters. He re-
“ 4.
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turned to help them with the hard work of pulling logs® from one place to
another and loading lumber onto the rafts.

The Carpenters,in tum® ,fed the Elephant well,each of the five hun-
dred men giving him a portion® of his own food.

After the work of the day the Elephant would go down to the river to
swim,and there the Carpenters’ children would climb over his back, pull
his trunk , whistle® into his ears,and play all varieties of pranks® on him.
The Elephant ( who was the Bodisat®) loved the children and never per-
mitted any harm to befall® them.

And the devotion® of the grateful Elephant became known throughout

the land.
Notes: (D carpenter / ka:pinta/ n. K [E

@ raft /razft/ n. (FRAK A EBOR ) %

@ season /sizzn/ v. AT (KM %) L& B
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