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Protect the world heritage well and make contributions to all mankind.
Hou Jie August 28, 1997
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Let more Chinese cultural relics and natural scenic spots be included in the World Heritage List so that more people in the

world will enjoy the treasures of Chinese civilization and the splendor of China's landscapes.

Wei Yu February 1997
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FOREWORD

On 16 November 1997 we celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the adoption of the Convention concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage (also called the World Heritage Conven-
tion) by UNESCO's General Conference. Today the Convention has been
ratified by 152 States Parties, which makes it the most universal interna-
tional legal instrument in the field of heritage conservation.

The Convention is uniquely founded on the premise that certain natu-
ral and cultural sites are of "outstanding universal value™ and form part
of the common heritage of humankind. The conservation of this com-
mon heritage is of concern not just for individual nations, but for all
humanity. Another unique feature of the Convention is that it seeks to
protect both cultural and natural heritage. In view of the many linkages
between culture and nature, this holistic approach has set new standards
for heritage protection.

Under the Convention, a 21-member intergovernmental World Heri-
tage Committee is elected by the biennialty held General Assembly of
States Parties to the Convention. And a system of international coopera-
tion and assistance has been established with support from the World
Heritage Fund.

Under the World Heritage Convention, implementation work is car-
ried out by the UNESCO World Heritage Centre as its Secretariat. The
International Council of Monuments and Sites ICOMOS), the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN)
and the International Center for the Study of the Preservation and Resto-
ration of Cultural Property (ICCROM) act as Advisory Bodies. ICOMOS,
a nongovernmental organization founded by UNESCO in 1965, assists
the World Heritage Committee in the evaluation and selection of cul-
tural sites for the World Heritage List, IUCN, set up by UNESCO in
1948, advises the Committee on the selection and conservation of natu-
ral heritage sites. ICCROM, created by UNESCO in 1965 and based in
Rome, provides expert advice on restoration of cultural properties and
training. The Convention also includes in the World Heritage List the
"combined works of nature and man". In December 1992, the Commit-
tee adopted criteria for the acceptance of cultural landscapes as World
Heritage sites. Nominations for such sites are reviewed by both ICOMOS
and IUCN.

Every year the World Heritage Committee approves emergency assis-
tance under the World Heritage Fund to World Heritage sites. These
include funds for sites severely damaged by natural disaster of human
related deterioration, for conservation training, and to identify and nomi-
nate properties for inclusion on the prestigious World Heritage List of
UNESCO.
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So far, 506 sites of outstanding universal value have been included on
the List, Of these sites, 380 are cultural, 107 are natural, and 19 are
mixed cultural and natural sites. They are located in 108 States Parties.
Many of these sites are now threatened and considerable efforts are re-
quired to ensure their continued conservation. In a time of global change
and poi)ulation explosion, the challenges are increasing. The World Heri-
tage Committee has included on the List of World Heritage in Danger
22 sites under extreme threat and in need of special conservation ac-
tions.

China's culture is deeply rooted in masterpieces of cultural history and
its natural diversity and majestic scenic areas. The rich scenic and his-
torical resources are the ever lasting precious treasures of the Chinese
nation, part of which are already recognized as the world natural and
cultural heritage. With the ratification of the Convention concerning the
Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage in 1985, the Chinese
Government attached great importance to the conservation of these pro-
perties. The sixteen Chinese sites included on the prestigious World Heri-
tage List are outstanding examples of human genius and master works
of humanity.

The combined notion of culture and nature is fundamental in the Chi-
nese civilization, Natural beauties inspired the political and religious
leaders, philosophers, writers, poets, artists and people from all walks of
life. This is embodied in the cultural creativities of the sites. Ancestor
worship and animist religions, practised by the diverse people of the
vast territory that makes up China today contribute to make the venera-
tion of nature and culture the very essence of Chinese civilization.

Thanks to the concerted efforts by the Ministry of Construction of the
PRC, the Chinese National Commission for UNESCO, the State Bureau
of Cultural Relics of the PRC and the China Architecture & Building
Press, this publication marks the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the
World Heritage Convention by UNESCO's General Conference. China
has achieved great work in the preservation of cultural and natural heri-
tage. We look forward to a continuing fruitful cooperation with China

for the noble goal of safeguarding the common heritage of mankind.

Bernd von Droste
Director, UNESCO World Heritage Center
Paris, November 1997
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FOREWORD TO WORLD HERITAGE OF CHINA

by Luo Zhewen

This year we celebrate the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the
World Heritage Convention and also the 10th anniversary of the inclu-
sion of China's Great Wall, Imperial Palace of the Ming and Qing Dy-
nasties, Mogao Caves, Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor and
Terracotta Warriors, Peking Man Site and Mount Taishan in the World
Heritage List. On this occasion, the China Architecture and Building
Press will publish the World Heritage of China, a large album of aca-
demic research, compiled jointly by the Ministry of Construction of the
PRC, the Chinese National Commission for UNESCO and the State Bu-
reau of Cultural Relics of the PRC, with Prof. Cao Nanyan as the editor-
in-chief and Profs. Ma Yansheng, Jing Feng and Guo Zhan as the deputy
editors-in-chief. This is a grand action for propagating among the people
both at home and abroad the Chinese nation's age-long history and cul-
ture and demonstrating the charming landscapes, scientific research
achievements and development of tourist industry in China. With a great
kindness, the Editorial Board invited me to write a foreword to the book.
[ was pleased to accept the invitation as I have often resorted to heritage
sites of our country for a half century, which has cultivated in my heart
a profound feeling for these precious treasures, and, furthermore, as I
have long participated in work on the world heritage. Here, [ intend to
write some ideas of my own and to make some introduction to the world
heritage. As for the textual descriptions and exquisite illustrations of
China's world heritage sites compiled in this volume, I will leave their
appreciation to the reader and experts and say no words of verbosity.

All things in the world, to sum up, are nothing but creation by nature
and man. Mountains and rivers, trees and flowers, birds and beasts, in-
sects and fish, etc. are unexceptionally natural beings, i.e. the so-called
God's bestowals, while towers and pavilions, balustrades and steps, edi-
fices and palaces, and so forth are all fruits of labor created by man. That
is why people say that the birth, growth and reproduction of all things
are rooted in the sun and moon's essence and the universe’s energy, while
the formation of cultural properties and institutions and the establish-
ment of various rules and criteria originate frorm masters' skills and sages’
conceptions. Nevertheless, although natural beings and man-made pro-
ducts differ from each other in nature, they exist in inseparable linkage.
This interrelatedness and interdependence is especially embodied in sce-
nic spots and historical gardens. Ancient people said that the origin of
all wonderful landscapes and famous sights was due half to God and
half to man. The noted ancient Chinese work Art of Gardening goes
that, although the garden "is made by man, it is shaped like a natural
scene,” which means that natural scenery needs man’s work and man's
creation should correspond with natural laws. I think this is just an
essential feature of China's cultural and natural heritage.

China is famous in the world for her age-old civilization which has
left behind abundant historical resources, and at the same time the coun-

try has a vast territory with beautiful landscapes. This made her extremely
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rich in cultural and natural properties, inciluding the Great Wall, the Ming
and Qing Imperial Palace, the Mogao Caves and the Peking Man Site,
all having long been distinguished in the world, of which the Great Wall
was rated as one of the seven medieval world wonders several hundred
years ago.

Natural and cultural properties are fruits created by the labor of our
ancestors generation after generation and constitute mankind's invalu-
able treasures, upon which human beings survive. To protect them well
so as to hand down to posterity is a common duty of all mankind and the
importance of this work has been recognised increasingly. For a good
many decades, for several centuries and even over a thousand years, in
China and in the world, people have made varying degrees of effort for
conserving cultural and natural heritage. During the third century BC,
the Ptolemic Dynasty exercising dominion over the territory of present-
day Egypt built Mouseion, a special storage exclusively for cultural trea-
sures, in its palace at Alexandria, and this Greek word gave birth to the
English word "museum.” The pyramids of ancient Egypt and numerous
ancient buildings of other countries were also given protection by re-
levant authorities. In China, there was the collection of oracle bones as
early as the Shang period of the 18th~11th centuries BC; the Zhou court
possessed "numbers of celebrated objects and important treasures,” for
which it established the Keeping Storage and kept an Accession Book
for record. Royal palaces, tomb gardens, ancestral temples and govern-
mental storehouses usually preserved valuable cultural relics. For more
than three thousand years, apart from the collection and conservation
of cultural treasures, the protection of palaces, tomb temples, religious
buildings, scenic areas and historical monuments were also ensured by
successive dynasties with specially-issued decrees. In addition, there was
the excellent tradition among the Chinese people that public buildings,
temples and guildhalls, irrigation works, and natural scenes were safe-
guarded by establishing local rules and folk conventions, of which in-
scribed stelae were erected to call for common observance.

With the development of society and the development of communica-
tions, information transmission and tourist industry, people have gained
more and more understanding of the significance of cultural and natural
properties; especially in the recent and present times, great attention has
been drawn to the damage of cultural and natural heritage caused by the
process of industrialization and other human-related deterioration as well
as by natural disaster. Without the conservation of cultural and natural
sites, mankind will suffer severe, irretrievable losses. Therefore, experts,
scholars and other people of insight from different countries have called
for joint efforts to protect mankind's common properties, which has led
to the successive adoptions of the Athens Charter, Venice Charter, Wa-
shington Charter and Lausanne Charter, the European and American
conventions on the conservation of archeological and historical sites,
and UNESCO's Recommendation concerning the Safeguarding of the
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Beauty and Character of Landscapes and Sites. To further strengthen
the conservation and management work, with the concern and support
from numerous states, the 17th General Conference of UNESCO held at
its headquarters in Paris adopted the Convention concerning the Protec-
tion of the World Cultural and Natura! Heritage (i.e.World Heritage Con-
vention), which provides precise definitions of the world cultural and
natural heritage, and at the same time stipulates the guiding principle for
implementing the Convention. It is an international standard instrument
with far-reaching influence worked out and exccuted by UNESCO on a
global scale. Today it has been ratified by 152 States Parties. One of its
principal functions is to identify cultural sites and landscapes of out-
standing significance and universal value all over the world to include
them in the World Heritage List and to place them under the general
concern and protection of the international community as the common
heritage of mankind. The Convention aims to promote cooperation and
mutual support among all peoples of the world for safeguarding mankind's
common heritage and to urge them to make active contribution to the
cause.

As the all-round implementation of the stipulations in the Convention
needs support and cooperation from the governments of all countries,
the World Heritage Committee, an intergovernmental organization, was
founded in 1976, with the UNESCO World Heritage Center as its office
in charge of everyday routine. The Committee consists of 21 member
states elected from the States Parties to the Convention and carries on
regular work on heritage protection. Every year it holds a meeting of its
members to deal mainly with the following affairs: I) To evaluate the
properties nominated by States Parties for inclusion in the World Heri-
tage List and select from them the sites to be included to submit to the
States Parties Representative Assembly for review, acceptance and publi-
cation. 2) To manage the World Heritage Fund and to examine and ap-
prove the applications of States Parties for financial and technical assis-
tance. The resources of the Fund consist chiefly of 1% of the States
Parties' regular membership dues paid to UNESCO and the voluntary
contributions offered by States Parties' governments, other bodies and
individuals. This Fund, aithough not great in amount, plays an active
role in promoting the protection of important cultural and natural sites
in the world, particularly in developing countries and underdeveloped
regions. 3) To monitor the state of conservation and management of the
cultural and natural properties inscribed in the World Heritage List so as
to promote the improvement of the work.

To heighten the professional level of their protection, evaluation,
monitorship and technical assistance work, UNESCO and the World
Heritage Committee have invited the International Council of Monu-
ments and Sites (ICOMOS), the International Union for Conservation
of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) and the International Center
for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property
(ICCROM), all international prestigious professional organizations, to
act as advisory bodies and to offer expert help in the investigation, evalu-
ation and monitorship of heritage sites and in the work concerning tech-
nical training and financial and technical assistance. ICOMOS advises
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chiefly in the field of cultural heritage, IUCN in the field of natural
heritage, and ICCROM in the work concerning technical training, re-
search, publicity and expert service in the field of cultural heritage.

By the beginning of 1997, there had been included in the World Heri-
tage List 506 sites, which are distributed in the territories of 110 States
Parties. Of these, 380 are cultural, 107 are natural, and 19 are mixed
cultural and natural sites (including cultural landscapes). The addition
in recent years of cultural landscapes as objects of heritage evaluation
indicates the further development of this great cause of mankind. The
following is a brief introduction to the principal contents and evaluation
criteria of the world heritage formulated in the Convention and con-
cerned instruments.

Definitions of the cultural heritage:

1) Monuments: architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and
painting, elements or structures of an archeological nature, inscriptions,
cave dwellings and combinations of features, which are of outstanding
universal value from the point of view of history, art or science;

2) Groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected buildings
which, because of their architecture, their homogeneity or their place in
the landscape, are of outstanding universal value from the point of view
of history, art or science;

3) Sites: works of man or the combined works of nature and man, and
areas including archeological sites which are of outstanding universal
value from the historical, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological points
of view.

Criteria for the inclusion of cultural properties in the World Heri-
tage List:

Each site to be included in the List should:

1) represent a masterpiece of human creative genius; or

2) exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of
time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architec-
ture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning or landscape de-
sign; or

3) bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony te a cultural tradition
or to a civilization which is living or which has disappeared; or

4) be an outstanding example of a type of building or architectural or
technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant
stage(s) in human history; or

5) be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement or land-
use which is representative of a culture (or cultures), especially when it
has become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible change; or

6) be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions,
with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding
universal significance (the Committee considers that this criterion should
justify inclusion in the List only in exceptional circumstances and in
conjunction with other criteria, cultural or natural).

Definitions of the natural heritage:

1) Natural features consisting of physical and biological formations or
groups of such formations, which are of outstanding universal value from

the aesthetic of scientific point of view;
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2) Geological and physiographical formations and precisely delineated
areas which constitute the habitat of threatened species of animals and
plants of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science
o1 conservation;

3) Natural sites or precisely delineated natural areas of outstanding
universal value from the point of view of science, conservation or natu-
ral beauty.

Criteria for the inclusion of natural properties in the World Heri-
tage List:

Sites to be included in the List should:

1) be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's his-
tory; or

2) be outstanding examples representing significant on-going ecologi-
cal and biological processes in the evolution and development of vari-
ous ecosystems and communities of plants and animals; or

3) contain superlative natural phenomena or arcas of exceptional natural
beauty and aesthetic importance; or

4) contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-
situ conservation of biological diversity, including those containing
threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point of view
of science or conservation.

In addition, cultural and natural sites inscribed in the World Heritage
List, when threatened by serious danger, would be included by the World
Heritage Committee in the List of World Heritage in Danger on the ba-
sis of experts’ investigation and deliberation so as to take emergency
means for their rescue and conservation.

The government of the People's Republic of China has consistently
paid great attention to the conservation of cultural and natural heritage
and has actively supported and participated in the activities organized
by UNESCO and the World Heritage Committee for protecting the world
cultural and natural heritage. In November1985, the Standing Commit-
tee of the National People's Congress approved China’s accession to the
Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natu-
ral Heritage adopted by UNESCO, thus China became a State Party to
the Convention. In 1986, China made its application for the first time
for the inclusion of the Great Wall, Imperial Palace of the Ming and
Qing Dynasties, Peking Man Site, Mogao Caves, Mausoleum of the First
Qin Emperor and Terracotta Warriors, and Mount Taishan in the World
Heritage List, which was approved by the World Heritage Committee
through careful evaluation in 1987. In October 1991, China was elected
a member state of the World Heritage Committee at the 8th General
Assembly of States Parties to the Convention. In December 1992 and
1993, China was successively elected Vice-Chairman of the World Heri-
tage Committee at the 16th and 17th sessions of the Committee, since
then it has exerted more efforts to the work of the Committee. By the

beginning of 1997, 16 * cultural and natural sites of China had been
included on the World Heritage List: the Great Wall, Imperial Palace of
the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Peking Man Site, Mogao Caves, Mauso-
leum of the First Qin Emperor and Terracotta Warriors, Potala Palace,
the Mountain Resort at Chengde and Outlying Temples, Temple and
Cemetery of Confucius and the Kong Family Mansion, Ancient Build-
ing Complex in the Wudang Mountains, Mount Taishan, Lushan Na-
tional Park, Mount Emei and Leshan Giant Buddha, Mount Huangshan,
Wulingyuan Scenic and Historic Interest Area, Jiuzhaigou valley Sce-
nic and Historic Interest Area, and Huanglong Scenic and Historic In-
terest Area. Of these 9 are cultural, 3 natural and 3 mixed cultural and
natural sites, and 1 is a cultural landscape. In addition, 36 state-pro-
tected ancient monuments and national scenic areas have been inscribed
in the candidate list of world heritage and will be entered in annual batches
in application for inclusion in the World Heritage List.

Although selected into the present book are only the 16 cultural and
natural sites officially recognized and publicized as included in the World
Heritage List, they exemplify visually China's age-long history and cul-
ture and unique landscapes of charm and beauty. To speak of history
and cnlture, China is proud of its properties from the Peking Man Site
going back to 500,000 years ago and the Great Wall first built in the
Spring-Autumn and Warring States period to the Imperial Palace of the
Ming and Qing Dynasties and the Mountain Resort at Chengde, which
cover several hundred millennia; and the Temple and Cemetery of
Confucius and the Kong Family Mansion are among the representatives
of the Chinese nation's traditional culture. It should be emphasized that
the Chinese nation’s cultural tradition has lasted without break for sev-
eral thousand and even several hundred thousand years, which is un-
matched by any one of the other ancient civilizations. Furthermore, since
remote antiquity China has been a multi-ethnic country with its mem-
ber ethnic groups jointly creating, in a long historical course, a splendid
multi-ethnic culture, which is prominently represented by the Potala
Palace and the Chengde Mountain Resort and Outlying Temples and
other sites. Besides, the murals and colored sculptures of the Mogao
Caves, the Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor and Terracotta War-
riors and so forth are all celebrated cultural treasures in the world. As
regards natural heritage, Huanglong, Jiuzhaigou and Wulingyuan are all
unique in the world for their distinctive geographic and topographic fea-
tures, rare animal and plant species, and beautiful landscapes. Taishan,
Huangshan and Emei mountains and the Leshan Giant Buddha, and the
Ancient Building Complex in the Wudang Mountains, all mixed cul-
tural and natural sites, reflect the peculiar combination of China's long
history and culture with natural environments, which is also rare in other
countries. Moreover, China's Lushan National Park as an extremely won-
derful example of the "combined works of nature and man" was entered

in the World Heritage List, which had begun to include culturai land-

*  After the completion of this foreword, three other cultural sites of China (The Old City of Lijiang, The Old City of
Pingyao, and Classical Gardens in Suzhou) were entered in the World Heritage List. These three sites have also been

included in this album.
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scapes just shortly before, in 1993. Thereby, China's 16 List-included
sites alone have already covered all categories of world heritage, i.e. all
of the fields of cultural, natural and mixed cultural and natural sites and
cultural landscapes, which is also uncommon in the world. In short, China
fully deserves to be rated one of the major countries with world heri-

tage.

To keep China's world heritage in fine condition is a very glorious
duty and a very arduous task of our country as a large owner nation of
heritage, which we call ever-influential great cause responsible to our
ancestors and descendants, for these cultural and natural treasures, if
once destroyed, will be lost irrecreatably, irreproducibly, irretrievably
and irrecoverably. Therefore, the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the State Council of the People's Republic of China
have put forward, in the field of cultural heritage, the policy "give prior-
ity to protection and the first place to rescue” and the guiding principle
"carry out effective preservation, maintain rational utilization and streng-
then administrative management"; in the field of natural heritage, the
policy "insist on strict protection, unitary administration, rational ex-
ploitation and ever-durable utilization." These are absolutely necessary,
perfectly right and consistent with the World Heritage Convention and
the rules and measures worked out by the World Heritage Committee.
The first concern is protection, which is determined by the nature of the
heritage protected. On the other hand, the protection should aim to give
play to the role of the heritage, which is also self-evident, but ill or irra-
tional utilization will inevitably affect the protection and even lead to
destruction, so it is necessary to stipulate the guiding principle "main-
tain rational utilization and strengthen administrative management.”
Summing up the experience gained in the 25 years since the adoption of
the Convention and from the year-by-year enlargement of the World
Heritage List, we realize much further that without intensive protection
and administration, sole inclusion in and publication of the List will not
attain the purpose. Therefore, the World Heritage Committee has in re-
cent years called for in-depth work, i.e.strengthening the monitorship of
heritage preservation by constantly sending off experts to different coun-
tries for investigation and inspection of their heritage sites accessioned
in the List. In 1994, with the consent of the Chinese government,
UNESCO dispatched for the first time a group of specialists to China
for inspecting and investigating in situ the Great Wall, the Imperial Pa-
lace of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the Peking Man Site, the Mauso-
leum of the First Qin Emperor and Terracotta Warriors, Mount Taishan
and the Mogao Caves included in the World Heritage List in 1987. From
then on, experts from UNESCO have come to China group after group
for the same work at China's world cuitural and natural heritage sites.
While carrying out the mission, they expressed their high appreciation
‘of China's efforts on the conservation and management of world heri-
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tage, at the same time frankly pointing out the existing problems and
cordially offering suggestions for their solution, which were actively
adopted by relevant Chinese authorities and effectively promoted the
protection and administration of the cultural and natural heritage in China.

Staff training is one of the important tasks of UNESCO and the World
Heritage Committee for raising the level of world heritage conservation
and management. With their support, international training courses were
successively organized in China in theories of ancient building preser-
vation, techniques of timber structure protection, the conservation of
murals, the safeguarding and management of natural resources and the
preservation and management of world heritage. Apart from financial
assistance, foreign and Chinese specialists invited by UNESCO gave
their lectures in the courses, which heightened the professional level of
the preservers and administrators of cultural and natural heritage com-
ing from provinces, cities and autonomous regions in China.

To sharpen the understanding of the importance of world heritage pro-
tection is always an essential prerequisite for the improvement of pre-
servation and management work. In view of this, UNESCO and the World
Heritage Committee have paid great attention to the application of vari-
ous publicity means, such as the organization of exhibitions, the pro-
duction of cinema and television films, and the issue of publications.
With the support from UNESCO, China held an exhibition of its world
heritage at UNESCO's headquarters in Paris; and now, there are being
on show across the country the movies and telefilms on world cultural
and natural heritage of China and other nations made jointly by the Chi-
nese National Commission for UNESCQ, the PRC Ministry of Con-
struction and State Bureau of Cultural Relics, and the Beijing Televi-
sion Station. In 1994, The New Star Publishers in Beijing issued world-
wide the Ten Sites in China Officially Recognized as Part of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage in eight languages. In April 1996, the
UNESCO World Heritage Center and the State Tourism Administration
of PRC published jointly the booklet China’s World Heritage in English.
In May of the same year, the Tourism Education Press published the
medium-sized album World Heritage in China. These works have played
an active role in the publicity and protection of China's world cultural
and natural heritage.

The present book is a large academic album propagating and introduc-
ing China's world cultural and natural heritage, so far the richest in con-
tent, the most authoritative in information and the greatest in the number
of photos. We hope it will be beneficial to the protection and manage-
ment of China's world heritage and helpful to furthering the world's un-
derstanding of China's long history and culture and unique natural heri-
tage.

November 1997




