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Compiler’s Notes

“Simple words with far-reaching meaning
are good words.” This is one of the profound
sayings of Mencius, an outstanding exponent
of the Confucian school. He was honored as
the “Lesser Sage,” and Confucianism is often
referred to as “the teachings of Confucius and
Mencius. ”

A precious legacy of Mencius is his re-
marks on many topics, such as self-cultiva-
tion, education and learning, government
and the people, human relations and making
friends, and fraternal duty and filial piety.
Many of these celebrated dictums are still very
educational and enlightening today.

We have selected from the treasure house
of his sayings some short quotations which are
easy to read and memorize. Accompanied by
the English translation and illustrations, they
promise a very enjoyable and rewarding experi-

ence for Chinese and foreign readers alike.
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The trouble with people is that they are
too eager to assume the role of teacher.
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What men can do without learning is a
result of inborn ability; what men know with-
out contemplating is a result of intuition.
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Only scholars can be morally confident

though they possess no property.
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Learn extensively, expound in detail and
explain the cardinal principles briefly on the

basis of mastery of knowledge.
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