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Part IV Short Answer Questions (15 minutes)

Directions: In this part, there is a short passage with five questions or incomplete
statements. Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions or complete the state-
ments in the fewest possible words (not exceeding 10 words).

Most Americans spend far more of their leisure time with the mass media than in any
other occupation. In addition, most of us hear, see, or read some of the media while engaged
in other activities. Thus an extremely large number of our waking hours are spent with the
mass media. Of all the, media, television is clearly dominant, with newspapers a close se-
cond, at least as a source of news and other information. Our exposure to all media is impor-
tant, however, because all of them contribute materials for the construction of that world in
our heads. For most people, increased use of one medium does not decrease use of another.
In fact, in certain cases, and especially for certain purposes, the more one uses one medium,
the more likely one is to use others.

There are various factors that can cause you to expose yourself to the media selectively,
avoiding much of the material with which you disagree. Some of that selective exposure is
probably due to the psychological pressure you feel to avoid the discomfort caused by con-
frontation with facts and ideas contrary to your beliefs, attitudes, or behavior. However,
some selective exposure is not due to the pressure for consistency but to other factors, such as
your age, education, and even the area in which you live and the people with whom you as-
sociate.

Quite a different sort of factor that affects your media experiences is the social context of
exposure: whether you are alone or with others when you are exposed to a medium; whether
you are at home, at the office, in a theater, and so on. These contexts are as much as a po-
tential part of the message you will form as film images on the screen or words on the page.
In addition, that social context affects both directly and indirectly the media and the media
content to which you become exposed. New friends or colleagues get you interested in differ-
ent things. Other members of the family often select media content that you would not have
selected, and you become exposed to it.

These various factors have so much influence on your media exposure that so little of
that exposure is planned.

Questions: (& : FER BE &, @ 10 MAEMS , BEABRERE — N EiEHHE,
RS A G#,)

S1. Exposure to all media is important and people sometimes tend to use more media if
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S2. Why are newspapers considered as an important medium according to the passage?

S3. For one reason or another, people’s exposure to the media is often

S4. Apart from personal preferences, what determines one’s choice of the media and
media content?

S5. The last sentence of the passage indicates that one’ s exposure to the media is

FER PR S MR 1.5 3.58 5 MBI R LK ERA FRIERE B, 5 2.5 4
R ERR . X 5 B REERR X SCE 47 83 L] '

BB

E—BHR T EEAERERARMEGE T R R E L EREH BT EES ; F_B&
R T A HEFENARBE R BB R RN THEXRUREWERZ — Bfa—
BT T B8 2 REREW T REMRAREE, TR B b et i, 55—
BRI R BT NGRS REE, AMISESERGENR -7 RIEREX P K
Our exposure to all media is important, however, because all of them contribute materials for
the construction of that world in our heads(+-+--- RAIE X — I BRI PO
SRR AR AMMTEEESH T iR ). B ZEEFEEK : “REE 3, 4
RAGANR—FEEREE 2”8 . . . with newspapers a close second, at least as a source
of news and other information( -+ RACHEAESE — 0, Z/0E A F MAHEAE BARE),
P DA RN R ORI B R AL SRR, B =/ "X EE,
MM RS - RBFCE RS =B E A, R R K /4], There are
various factors that can cause you to expose yourself to the media selectively. . . LA & These
various factors have so much influence on your media exposure. . . A7 L4548 fik
EHSEE A, FAZRSMHERRENE", BB BRTTARNEY HARE T
EERAEBEMAE?E_BRIFRTEHE NN EFENNERAEERENARBER, &8
S =B LE 3 : Quite a different sort of factor that affects your media experiences
is the social context of exposure. . . (EMRFMEHK A —RELARMERRHSXER
----- ), BEAR] LAFG & % : Social context of exposure. B J5 —f: “NEMNRE —BRHAN
{(RE:73: ¥ E5y - SERREE TR X ER RIS —A]. . . so little of that exposure is planned, A DA &13EH
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MTXS G R A R TR BT 1
(ER:
S1. they want to know more about the world
S2. Because they are a source of news and information.
S3. selective and influenced by different factors

S4. Social context of exposure.
S5. hardly planned)

O)AANG

BT BRI R R B LR E S, 0 At — e R, 0 . X T X EKRE R
KF PR ERNC GRA BRI X TFEENRA SE BENEES, fEE$
TEIRE 80 % &2 FLHES STAR, [E) e Wy HEFR A 5 | W AR 3D

OXTXEREFRBEHIEXNT -

1) What is the passage mainly about?

2) What do you think this passage is trying to tell us?

3) What can be the best title for the passage?

4) What is the main idea of the passage?

QR FXERTHBELRBHILANT :

1) What does the author say about. . .?

2) According to the passage, the problem of ... partly arises from

3) The author describes ... as ... because

4) A chief factor in ... in the 19th century is
Q@R F X PRI RH S EREHERNT

1) Who does the word “perfectionists” in line . .. refer to?

2) The word / phrase / expression “...” probably means

3) The word / phrase / expression “...” is the same meaning as
4) The author uses the phrase “...” to illustrate

@XFEERWA SE. %EIQ@B‘JE"’C!IDT
1) What can be concluded from the last sentence of the passage?
2) The passage is most likely written for

3) The sentence “...” in Para. ... implies that
4) Speaking of ..., the author implies that
@ (3) L F 1k

MR IR A, BIEE A0 B S0 BOE SOk 4, ML R R B 55 5. TRt
B2 B o

il 1:

I was in lodgings now, on my own, but the other lodgers had streams of visitors up and

down the stairs past my door. None of these disturbed me except one girl who sang softly to
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herself an old Russian folk song as she ran up to the room above. It was a sound of extraordi-
nary sweetness, musical, soft, unselfconscious and happy. I began to listen out for it, jump
up from my table, and throw open the door to catch a glimpse of her as she passed, but I was
always too late. I asked the people upstairs who she was, and described the beautiful sounds
she made. They became rather reserved and exchanged glances and hesitatingly admitted it
might be Sally. I gathered she was someone special, not to be discussed in the ordinary way.
But the last thing I wanted at that stage was to get involved with anybody. I’d just come to
the end of a rather painful friendship, and now I had work to do.

One day, 1 came face to face with a girl on the landing. It was certainly her; whoever
made that noise would look as she did. We stood and stared at each other too long for com-
fort. I broke the moment and, excusing myself, moved past her because it was too like the
movies. | thought for some time of that long, silent stare, and laughed. She was tall and
proud-looking with a slight, round-shouldered look that made me breathless and 1 didn’ t
know why.

Questions:

. Who often disturbed the author?

Why did the author like to be left alone?

What was the attitude of the others when the author asked them about the girl?
Before coming face to face with Sally, how did the author fell about her?

Why didn’ t the author make friends with Sally?

w b W=

R X R — RIS, ICSCU R Z LI AE, B B, B B o] R a6 20
EEREEE PN SR EE RN AR,

1. A girl who sang softly an old Russian folk song. XX T K IEE, BFEE K
%5 — /) None of these disturbed me except one girl who sang softly to herself an old Russian
folk song as she ran up to the room above( i A X ABBEH TR, BT — L&, g
LR, HORFEMIEE - X HEMRFHR), B A LRE REHENEKA L ZITIR
T,

2.Because he was disappointed in his love affair. XM RIBINEREELAEM 1T
M85, RIES—BBEMA, \TUERESRKEABSEMAZE—RE, BRI d just
come to the end of a rather painful friendship, B P DASERT B /BRIRIZ R T 58 — 1 A8
K, X2 R H

3. They were reserved and didn’ t tell him much. XEXTFHPHWEIE, F—BEPiE
BT TR #E” , They became rather reserved and exchanged glances and hesitatingly
admitted it might be Sally, 7] EARIE “MifiJA SR F , ABEPERE”,

4. He felt curious about her X X2 X FAHFT S, R XFE —-BRRE“BREBRNR
RO AY , SIABABRE RIS, BT LA became vaguely curious to meet hero

5. Because she was proud and made him breathless. X 2 X 40 WAL S B EE, R
&I B JG — %] She was tall and proud-looking with a slight, round-shouldered look that
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made me breathless . . . BT AR UL 545 H R & she was proud and made him breathless,

#l 2. . .

Around 1975 a number of books were written about strange occurrences in the Bermuda
Triangle, a part of the Atlantic Ocean off the southeast coast of the U.S.. They told the
stories of planes and ships that disappeared for no understandable reason and were never
found again. They told about ships which were found undamaged but with no one on them.
According to the books, more than 1,000 people disappeared in the Triangle from 1945 to
1975.

According to some writers, there were no natural explanations for many of the disap-
pearances, so they suggested other explanations. For example, according to one writer,
some strange and terrible power exists in the Triangle. According to another writer, people
from space are living at the bottom of the Atlantic, and sometimes they need human sailors
and airmen for their research. These ideas were not scientific, but they were good advertise-
ments. The books about the Bermuda Triangle were immediate successes. '

However, the books give little evidence to support their unusual ideas. In addition, they
ignore at least three important facts that suggest natural ‘reasons for many of the occurrences.
First, messages from some of the ships and aircraft which later disappeared give us evidence
of problems with navigational instruments. Similar stories are told by officers who were on
duty on planes and ships which finally managed to come through the Triangle without disas-
ter. Second, the weather in this part of the Atlantic Ocean is very unpredictable. Dangerous
storms that can cause problemé even for éxperienced pilots and sailors can begin suddenly and
without warning. Finally, the Bermuda Triangle is very large, and many people, both expe-
rienced and inexperienced, sail and fly through it. Perhaps the figure of 1,000 deaths in
thirty years shocks some people, but, in fact, the figure is not unusual for an area of ocean
that is so large and that is crossed by so many ships..

The evidence which exists, therefore, supports one conclusion about Bermuda Triangle:
" We do not need stories about people from space or strange unnatural powers to explain the
disappearances.

‘Questions:

1. What does “they” stand for in the sentence “They told the stories of planes and ships
that disappeared for no understandable reason”?

2. What made the books about the Bermuda Triangle get immediate success?

3. What’s the direction of the U.S. to the Bermuda Triangle?

4. Which conclusion about the disappearances is supported by the passage?

5. What’s the third paragraph mainly about? ‘

B L SO RS R E R R F R E S MR, B R — ROy R A AU T
ZEHE N

1.A number of books. ﬁ%'—*.ﬁﬁﬂ"'ﬁ@o XEERR — T EIFER a number of
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books, Bl PAFE 1 they ¥§/X & a number of books,

2. Unnatural explanations of the disappearances. XBH T BEEH#HTESHT. B
PEsE —BtrI%E—A) ... there were no natural explanations for many.of the disappearances,
so they suggested other explanations LA & £ J& —4] The books about the Bermuda Triangle
were immediate successes, tLEE R UL A T8k X X o4k BRAE A AR, T LU BE 38

H 7 —2 unnatural explanations, T IE f&3X £6 unnatural explanations {8 183X 2& 4 57 Z| #K 15
B '

3. Northwest. 3% X ZERIEE—4]. . . Bermuda Triangle, a part of the Atlantic Ocean
off the southeast coast of the U.S. Bl ARK=ZMAEXENAH, FAXEHNEBRAN
[iii | S

4. The disappearances are natural occurrences. X &—iBHEHB, CEME =ZBA
TERBEX—RAEH= A BRJEH (natural reasons) , G — BRI T BE“RINAEEH 4
AEHBARN BRI RMERGAR”, MRGEARL AR BRAR,

5. Three nag}lral reasons for the occurrences. XEBFTEXFZBH#HITHN 84,18
HEENER., FEBROIFABEL T X8 AARMERRZIEE, M2 T #x—
AEM =R R BENER, 85, FEIHNPR TX=ZAKAE, WATLIEHHX—
B EEIHERIE three natural reasons for the occurrenceso

Bl 3.

Good news is bad news and bad news is good news, newsmen often say to one another.
And when you look at the media it’s only too easy to see what they mean. A dictionary defi-
nition of the media is mass communications, e. g. the press, television, radio. The media
sees its main purpose as giving the public news. Naturally to provide the public with news it
has first' to gather it. The whole function and purpose of the media, then, seems to depend
on the word “news”, but more important, on how the word is interpreted.

The media like any big business venture today is an extremely competitive world of its
own. In providing material for its public it has constantly to make sure it serves the right di-
et. No public will waste time on your paper or your TV channel otherwise. The sad truth is
that there seems only one way to catch an audience —— hit them right between the eyes.
What started as a mild tap has now become a sledge-hammer blow that goes by the name of
sensationalism. _

A report chooses — has to choose = a news story because of its sensation value. The
young inexperienced cub reporter rings his news editor about a car crash. He starts to explain
the details to him but the experienced editor asks the cub one question: “Anyone killed” and
to himself he thinks, why do we offer jobs to children?

Questions: '

1. Why does the author say “bad news is good news”?

2. What’s the exact function and purpose of the media?

3. How do you explain the meaning of “hit them right between the eyes”?
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4. According to the passage, what is the most important to the reporter?

5. How do the experienced news editors think of some reporters?

B VUL CRBIM AR EMEH, AHEREEE H#TIRN B4 EEEMN
BEN ., TUREN AEERPEE BANGELR ., BEXTIEXWER , B4 —F
B EHREE LA, BMEREE R A B4 FEH 4 T A R AL X
A REHATIEH M AN D5 FIHER.

1. Because of its sensation value. 3CEESE — BRI 24515 B8 T IR 5T 8] 40 4a] 28 BT 5
5 fj——What started as a mild tap has now become a sledge-hammer blow that goes by the
name of sensationalism, F# sensationalism f& % 581a], Bl [l & & MR S, BE R G —
- BB —A) X — 45 D R B IE R T E R sensation values

2.To give and interpret news to the public. X EBETEZEHITHEES, HEEHE
£, MEE—EBH The media sees its main purpose as giving the public news LA & The whole
function and purpose of the media . . . how the word (news) is interpreted, B UA15 i 44 9
EHFIVE R (54 R '
3.To attract the audience’s attention. % —EBH P hit them right between the eyes
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Bi1:

January 1st is the begmmng of a new year. As far back in history as we can tell, people
have celebrated the start of a new year. The people of ancient Egypt began their new year in
summer. That is when the Nile River flooded its banks, bringing water and fertility to the
land. The people of ancient Babylon and Persia began their new year on March 21st, the
first day of spring, and some native American Indians began their new year when the nuts of

the oak tree became ripe, that was usually in late summer. Now almost everyone celebrates
New Year's Day on January 1st.
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Today, as before, people observe the new year’s holiday in many different ways. The
ancient Babylonians celebrated it by forcing their king to give up his crown and royal cloth-
ing. They made him get down on his knees and admit all the mistakes he had made during
the past year. This idea of admitting wrongs and finishing the business of the old year is
found in many societies at New Years. So is the idea of making resolutions. A resolution is a
promise to change your ways; to stop smoking, for example, or to get more physical exercis-
es. Noise making is another ancient custom at the new year. The noise is considered neces-
sary to chase away the evil spirits of the old year. Pedple around the world do different things
to make a lot of noise. They may hit sticks together, or beat on drums, or blow horns, or
explode fireworks.

Americans celebrate the new year in many ways. Most do not have to go to work or
school. So they visit family and friends, attend church services, share a holiday meal or
watch new year’s parades on television. Two of the most famous parades are the mummers
parade in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and the rose parade in Pasadena, California. Those
have existed for many years. Americans also watch football on television on New Year’s
Day. Most years university teams play in special holiday games. For those who have been
busy at work or school, New Year’s Day may be a day of rest. They spend the time thinking
about and preparing for the demands of the new year.

Question: What’s the main idea of the passage?

B EERREEXENEERE, AR, XERPSERAH M, BER
EEHXEP AEFELEC LS., XN, EFNEEXENER, HFEELHER
MEEA, LA —-EREXENEERE., XRXENFLHT1A | HRFH—EF
WFFER” ARG Z B ABnR T A B B R B Q] BRAEHTAR , BT LA R SO E B
R T How do people celebrate New Year’s Day 8Y Customs on New Year’s Day B, Celebra-
tion of New Year’s Day,

i 2:

“It’s best if you carry on with your teaching”, said Arnold, “while I’m away, some-
thing to stop you worrying. We’ll get married a bit later, say after Christmas. It’ll all be
over by then, they say, and we can settle down without parting.”

The next day Arnold and a dozen other young men drove into Caxley to the recruiting
center. Dorothy never forgot that summer morning. Harold Miller, some of the men who
had let her father have the cottage so long ago, held the reins at the front of one of his own
farm wagons which was freshly painted bright blue, with red wheels. Two massive black
carthorses pulled it, their coats shining like coal in the sunlight. It was a brave, gay turn-
out, which matched the spirits of the young men riding upon the wagon, and the villagers
waved enthusiastically.

They were all dressed in their Sunday suits. White collars, or clean white scarves,




