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PREFACE

The Division of Philosophy and Literature of the Toho Bunka Kenkyusho
concentrated its efforts under the direction of Professor Takeshiro Kuraishi
and Professor Kojiro Yoshikawa to the collation of the text of SHANG.
SHU-CHENG-I, 20 volumes, as one of its first undertakings,and the resuit
was the publication in 1935—42 of a critical text and a Japanese translation
of that treasure of the Chinese classics. .

When the Toho Bunka Kenkyusho was combined with the Jimbunkaga-
ku Kenkyusho and incorporated in Kyoto University, Associate Professor
Takeo Hiraoka took over the responsibility of directing the Division. Since
then its scope of research has been widened to include not only the study
of Chinese classical philosophy but that of the civilization of T*ang in gene-
ral. In view of the necessity of making the T'ang source materials available
and usable the Division took up the painstaking job of compiling complete
indices to such items as the calendar, the administrative units, the history
of Ch'ang-an and Lo-yang, the works and biographies of the eminents, etc.,
the effor* - crystalizing in ten mimeographed veolumes of indices. These
indices met with a great favour in sinological circles, but have long been
out of print.

It is due to the courtesy of Dr. Serge Elisséeff of the Harvard-Yenching
Institute that the publication of the present revised and enlarged edition has
been made possible in a new format by a grant from his Institute. We take
this opportunity to express our most sincere gratitude to Dr. Elisséeff and
the Board of Trustees of that renowned sinological institute.

March 1954

Shigeki Kaijzuka
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FOREWORD

WEN-HSUN i is a chef d’ceuvre of Chinese anthologies, which was
compiled by Prince Chao-ming M8 AF (501-531 A. D.) of the Dynasty of
Liang . It is the oldest extant and one of the best of Chinese antho-
logies with masterpieces by one hundred and thirty poets and prose
writers and a few archaic poems and songs of unknown authorship from
the period of Chou /& down to Prince Chao-ming’s own times. The total
number of works contained in it amounts to five hundred and ninety.

After Prince Chao-ming classified Chinese belles-lettres in literary
language into thirty-eight categories, his classification became a pattern
followed by the literati throughout the succeeding dynasties, while later
poets and writers found in WEN-HSUAN .an incomparably rich source of
literary expressions.

The present Concordance is a great contribution not only toward the
study of the literature of the Six Dynasties <#§ and before but that of
the classical literature of China in general. Any student of classical
Chinese literature will find it as an indispensable companion in his
study, while in view of a great influence of WEN-HSUAN over the litera-
ture of the Hejan *F% Period in Japan the Concordance will be also very
helpful for students of ancient Japanese literature.

How painstaking a work was the making of a comprehensive concord-
ance to such an enormous anthology as WEN-HSUUAN will be seen from
the single fact that a quarter million entries had to be prepared and
arranged in a proper order. Without the leadership of Dr. Rokuro Shiba
and the collaboration of congenial colleagues of his this kind of work
would never have been accomplished. Dr. Shiba, Professor of Chinese
Literature at Hiroshima Ufn‘versity, is one of the foremost scholars in
the field of the literature of the Six Dynasties for which he has spent
thirty years of his life, while he has devoted himself to the compilation
of the Concordance for these five consecutive years. His erudite intro-
duction, “ A Study of WEN-HSUAN Texts,” 3CEMAOR in the present
volume is one of the best bibliographical studies of the great anthology.
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