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A Handbook of
Discriminations and Collocations of

Commonly Used English Ad jectives
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abnormal subnormal
Abnormal 4 normal (¥) 2 317, & KR IEH " (not normal ), 7] fij
EIULI PN N
#lan: 1) Maybe my child is abnormal.
K& FEETIER.
2) 1t is abnormal for a man to walk in his sleep,
~ M ABHETERN.
Subnormal ) FE R EF E#F M (below normal stardard ;less than
normal ), JL48 AHIR 5 4 ihi
. 1) The Smiths have a son who is mentally subnormal.
S La - L FE .
23 The child is considered severely subnormal (== far below

normal in intelligence ).

APARB 78 DT

absurd foolish silly ridiculous
Absurd & B 2" B ; £ 4 B " (against reason or common sense ),
9 A 1 A
1. How absurd it was of Zhao Gao to call a stag a horse !
HMEIERERD . MHRE!

Foolish 2 737 B 2 5" (unwise;; without good sense; stupid ) . 48 g
BREEBLHETA.
. 1 think it’s very foolish of her 10 let pass such a fine opporiu-
nity to temper herself,
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RAFWECEEE—TRFNBEEECHINSRE R
).

Silly 12 BUR™ 87", 47 0 4l B 3 7 10 8 X (having or showing litlle

judgement ; stupid; not serious).

@ an: 1 can’t stand her giggling. She is so silly.
R AR T BT EMET .

Ridiculous [ BT % i 138",

B &0 Ah Q didn't know that his habit of boasting about his imagi-

nary “victories”™ merely made him ridiculous,
Fl Q AR AR R B 2 AS R PEM A S 1 H A6l b
RN

accurate exact precise
REMALERRSFL FERERFE "0 B URIE.
Accurate® [E 8", i ¥ {A) J& inaccurate™ S [E §8 " accurate 58 8 ME 7
. HELEHA.
#Flan: 1) Is your watch accurate?
rRegRAEG T CERE:. Eidh AT §RIG7)
2) The information that his report is based on is perfectly ac-
curate. {UHRHIIR & BT 1B OB BER E & IEHOIY.
Exact"¥§#8", B A inexact" R " sexact H" A4k b iF o " it
—H ERHERE,
;1) What were the exact words he used?
flo 3L ks 1R ARG GRED: fRIULEEEIBIERR M EE R
B RERTLF BT 5T %)
2) You must give the signal at the exact moment specified.
45— 58 T PR B LA (0 I 1) % 13 15 S
Precise™ B A 5 2 S92 vague™ & 18”5 2 8 1 4] 0 IR () ¢ 99
v 4.



P oA R R A BT S A R TIE S
Bl fn: 1) The delinition he gives is not precise enough 10 be really of
any use.
i T E U ST R I e B4 2 AL
23 To be precise, the deficit is 138. 62 vuan.
LR B A0 T 3 R 138 62T, G LI 4
exact, W8 B RCH 5 TSR 1 4+ ) ) precise.
WS ) T ZE L FEAS TR BLE AR
VAL IO B F B 05X = 4 JR) B AR TT 4 (9 W B 3R i (R PR S B v R B i
ZAMEZ )R A oA W .
B 40 He has made an accurate (exact; precise) measarement of my
garden,
fib A w o oL TR IO TER
R A EEH A0 BT IR O b B 0 RS LR B,

actual real true genuine
Actual” TR " BT Real " B 30007 . 1% 19 3047 0 007 1243 13
Fan: This is what the books sav. In actual (real) life, however.
things are not so simple.
A L TR 8- L2050 WR A 5 T IS e T .
RAETF T ) 5) F LK AT LA G iR 0 o 0 A 4 R S0 .
Bil#: The actual value of labour in capitalist society does not repre-
sent the real value of labour.
BEA E SCH £ B 95 B0 B I (FOE TR S5 B0 1 T R i
True" B "HIE". "L,
. 1) What he has said is true.
IS0 65 AN EE o R IE 0 5 BB 0y )

2) He is a true communist.



flo 32 FE M L5 0. CRITE & Ji D ACI8 158 LI #R
5
3) She is one of those revolutionaries who are absolutely true
in word and in deed.
ML EH T LR B g .
Genuine™ H4". " AR EH MM,
#)4n: 1) This watch is a genuine Chinese make.
RARRFIEMPEE.
2) He showed genuine sorrow at the death of his friend.

e 7E W AT FERT , Bt L0 4 T H).

acute keen sharp
EEAEERRR B A S TG R
L. ERT AR EGR  sharp #5228 7) s keen AR R 45 Y] s acute A
BFHEARE R B sharp point (B F R s keen edge (4 T 1) &
7)) ;acute angle (giff)).
2. FERT ARt acute ME MM BBILE, S S0 @R,
#n: He is an actue thinker and often gives a clear analysis of the
current situalivn, )
i 23 20 6 BAR R 3 B B JR 3 B A MK 44T
Keen T 888" “BH", i A oL " ER,
Ffn: 1) In his masterpiecc, Wu Jing-zi shows himself a keen obser-
ver of the hypocrisy and folly of the feudal offcials.
EEOAEL REFERA RS HRETEOHENRED
BRME .
2) She is a keen student of music.
M E R FIRE R L.
Sharp U H "W 5 Zw".
. o



N : You won't cateh him, He s very sharp,
O W AR (TR 1Lt -
Cik®Y 1o A ARG R W AR AR BT, 38158 7T J] quick. s He
has a quick mind flb B A% R 1 R He is quick at caleulation {i b3 R
e A1 R TR R .
3. Sharp e FRE A S W7 B AR acwe o keen (U
i fn: People who have studied Marxism know well that there is a
sharp distinction between materialism and idealism.
Wi B3E & 3 30 AERALEMEY) - SCRIMEC F 3UE AR
Cilid

X 0. a sharp contrast SR AT HE . HER] sharp.

adaptable adaptive
Adaptable ) 8 U CREA BRI (I8 1A R BB 01 C willing or
able 10 change to fit in with different circumstances ),
. 1) He is an adaptable man and will soon learn the new work.
LI B K GE F1 9 AR TR & S Ml i T 1
2) The ice ages exterminated many less adaptable species.
TRITES K 4 T 3 55 1 RE R R
Adaptive B)BE B E MK tending toward; (it for or having a ca-
pacity for adaptation),
A tn: Many animals have developed adaptive mechanisms 1o deal
with cold weather.
W& BB A& N FE B BLE.
advantageous beneficial profitable
B AR ERE T UG8 4 o 47 it
Advantageous F FAE" MO 3" b7 B BT B k2 % o,
. 7.



Fit: We mustn’t be enticed away by the enemy from our advanta-
geous position,
A TRATT YR G| T XA R T .
Beneficial $FAT 405 . SO a0k 4 427
#Fl4n: 1) I'm sure the climate there will be beneficial to your health.
FHEIILW B —E 3R G4k,
2) The influence which the play exercised on young people
was on the whole beneficial.
& R R A T 7 S B e £ 5 i) ik (R B4
Profitable™ 45 $”. FI&8) 2 4 0 AT LUK S0 BRiF ot 45 R 4 IR
SR I o 1 R 45
A in: 1) In most countries of the world people are not permitted (o
make money from the profitable business of selling nar-
cotics.
it S b 2 BOR R AVE AT A )L WS 8 bk — R0 45 B 0
frlkmRUEE.
2) The book should prove profitable (o beginners.
AR YIEE N S 20T,

alternate alternative
Alternate F 7R "H i 1 % & 1" (of two things happening by
turns),
. 1) He and I go to the spare-time school on alternate davs.
LA BABRIEE Lk 544
2) We play football and hockey on alternate Saturdays,
BAN—DEIABRIR, DB ENT R IR, 8 W0
i7.
Altecnative B R THEPE ~10: 5 - FTEFRH (of two things that
e 8



may be used, had, done, ete. s instead of another: uther),
B . 1) We have two alternative courses ;surrender or death.
Fedrym miA PR T WA T AT,
2) I chis plan is not accepted ,we have an alternative plan.

AT A FRIRGE R 1 U By R

amiable amicable
Amiable 5 BT #iik A, BERE BT E0: 5 WAFH"C plea-
sant and good-tempered: friendly and agrecable),
i 4m: 1) The next-door neighbors are amiable people.
R RE 4B S R 4T
2> Do you really want to go or are you merely being amiabley
TR R FA KRR LA T RT A
37 Please make vourself amiable 10 me.
R AT IR T
Amicable B B4 84T T H B A AL 414
ZMBRZMEOREERE B REEN: BRI showing [riend-
liness and peaceableness),
Bf: 1) The union and the company reached an amicable settlement
in their contract dispute,
T & 50 A RSkl T .
2) When nations cannot settie a quarrel in an amicable way,

they usually go 1o war.

BB R 20 GEFIA T 2B s 4 38 58 3 71 2 W D

amoral immoral
Amoral i & B2 E M BN S M L X (nat relsied 1o
moradivy ) F{I" ik Z HTHEARAEW " Cacking moral standards ),
+ 0.



B 1) This is an amoral subjects so it would be quite wrong to
introduce questions of morality into the debates,
3~ B ) S R G 3 (R O RS U 320 N ) R ALk 33 g 56
3.
2) It is diflicult 1o prevent her from stealing,as she is 1otally
amoral,
B RS AT BT REARME R L AU AR A B {7 R
Immoral 2 moral (¥ 7 iR, & J5° R i #i0; #5E ()" (not moral ;
wrong or wicked),
#n: 1) He considered cheating to be immoral.
RO R (L 7 S 8
2) Lying and stealing are immoral.

W5 i BT IR AT 1T .

anxious eager
Anxious FH"H.L"RE A eager HE I M. AT
WA R B RS R A AT HETRAR)F.
1) I 'am anxious to know the final result.
RETRMERGHRIMT. (Sa0H%. OhEa.)

2) I'am eager to [inish the 1ask ahead of schedule.
RETHRRMTRITF . ERMOTH

3) The doctors are anxious about his health. B 4 4R 48 0 b 1 1
RS

4) He is eager about his studies. ot 5= SR AL,

BYREM Ot — B BINTE— R O MK RSS2 kM T %,
K% 1 am anxiously awaiting your reply. EEFREANERNAT R
WY QLA BEREE L 51 ¢ 1am eagerly awaiting your reply. P& A fik
ik, :
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apparent evident obvious clear

XA AR W R L

Apparent i) & A Ehi8) appear JRA HBEM DI R AT BT
S W7 TR RIER RN BB B real " 5190 1A SF

N : 1) As more and more facts were revealed. the man's guilt he-

came apparent.
BT R EFLWME T MAM TSR T .

2) The threat is more apparent than real.
5 IR 25 47 1 L TR B 47 1.

3) The apparent cause of his absence was a bad cold. {1
fORUE R AR T AR . CRF 7 bR - RTAE (T 00
H.)

Evident # 4 obvious. clear § i, &R TG LM "0
" AR AT O 44T {7 S0 TR 2 A ) A Bl A% F T S AT T B8 A4 1
WU .

fn: 1) It was evident that the plan was impracticable.

TR 2 B R ESC B

2) The crimes committed by colonialists are too evident 10
need any proof.
MEFXEORITREE T LB,

Obvious ()AL BIEME"." B TR KHEH". 1 evident
T it

PN 1) 1t was an obvious mistake for him to have gone alone.

by B A2 R TR b £ iR,
2) His attempt to deceive others is a little too obvious.
il AR50 SR G B R B T
Clear B2 IR M ES.
#an: 1) After giving instructions about the week's homework . the

v 1] -



teacher asked .™1s it clear now?”
AR AT b AT IR K R A T

2) We nmust draw a clear line between ourselves and the ene-

my.
RATL B H R AR
appreciative appreciable

Appreciative ZE7" B R ; BB,

4N I am very appreciative of his kindness. .
LERRHBHEE.

Appreciable ¥ 8 BB T F TLK : T REIM ",

4N There is no appreciable dilference between them.

A I I8 A A8 B 2 5.

appropriate fit suitable
B=AHEEHE, EESHMF.
Appropriate EEA "R Y RIMAS"(EER BFREARFH
T M fie F suitable B4 TSR0 IE T8 L.
$40: 1) His quotation from Marx is highly appropriate.
51 R S ST S R IR A .
2) It is olten difficult to find an appropriate example to illus-
trate the usage of a certain expression.
BRGNP F R — AW R R R
M.
Fn BREER” FEERE. BN RS SEMHE N, A5
BRI A YR & X,
#lhn: 1) He has recovered from illness quite recently, he is, there-

fore, not fit 10 1ake a long walk.
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&AM OF S BT LA A B F o K 8.
2) He is not [it to tackle such an arduous 1ask.
ARETTFHEMXARERTS.
AL il R BA i 7 ST S A A
Suitable LRS- -FHEHERMLE N,
B fn: 15 1 was at a loss to find something suitable to say for the oc-
casion.
TIN5 G AT NG 0% R il
2) 1 haven’t {ound a suitable place for tonight’s party.
AR VAT I 5 B 10 2 48 91 6558 11 Mot
CHEFE]  — Rk G RERIERAE R IR OB a fi
remark”, fiif suitable 0l appropriate B ] H17E % i8) §.

apt liable prone
REAEEAT BT & Lk Bt et AR ER S A R, R
fE PR it 5 i A e 3
APUBEH P JUHAETE L3 e 4 0 BT A 50 — B 1) 3 4 4555
HIRFIR I & 3.
. 1) In the old days feudal officials and scholars were apt 1o
scorn all forms of manual labour,
I Bl AR TR DI (K A 57 3
2) He is apt to get excited over very small matters,
AR 5 R by R T
Liable 5" 5 F 77 4 A& F IR RIS U I R F54% 111y
.
;1) You are liable 1o get hurt if you're not careful.
FERLC R REM S Z 6.
2) Put this way, the words are liable 10 get misinterpreted.
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