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UNIT ONE

'READING TEXT
A Look at Some Economic Activities in Europe

Most European countries have highly developed economies
with extensive industry, productive farming, and excellent systems
- of communications and transportation. The advanced economy
of Europe results in part from the generally good climate and
soils and the abundant raw materials. Also important was the ear-
ly date at which the economic growth of Europe began. In
general, the countries of northern and western Europe have more
advanced economies than do the countries in the southern and
eastern parts of the continent.

Agriculture: From early times, the temperate climate and long
growing season have encouraged agriculture, even though
Europe, generally speaking, is not endowed with good soil. Until
the 19th century the agriculture of most of the continent was
based on grain cultivation. Wheat was grown in the south and
west, oats and barley in the north, and rye in central and eastern
Europe. Today higher living standards have led to a greater de-
mand for meat, dairy produce, and fruit. At the same time, it has
become cheaper to purchase at least part of the grain crops of the
newly developed countries and to develop a more sophisticated

agriculture in Europe. This trend has been reinforced by the fact

e



that over large areas, especially in the west and north, the climate
and soil are more suited to growing hay and fodder crops for
farm animals than for raising grain. In Great Britain, Ireland, and
the Scandinavian countries and in large parts of France, the Low
Countries, and Germany a very important form of land use is
meadow and permanent grass; fodder crops are important on cul-
tivated land.

In southern France and in much of central, eastern, and
southern Europe, rainfall is relatively light, and the leaching of
the soil is less prevalent than in the west. In addition, the standard
of living is lower, and dependence on grain crops is
pro-portionately greater.

Thus, a large proportion of the land is under field crops, and
there is less cultivation of the foods of higher quality produced in
northwestern Europe.

Near every European city, vegetables are cultivated, and in
many parts of the continent specialized agricultural products are
grown. Some, like early vegetables in Brittany, and olives in
southern Italy, are grown where climatic conditions are especially
favorable.

Livestock is commonly raised throughout most of Europe.
Dairy farming predominates in parts of northern Europe. Sheep
are grazed in Spain and in southeastern Europe. In the Alpine re-
gions and in parts of Scandinavia, cattle pass the summers graz-
ing on the higher mountain slopes and the winters in the security
of the valley farms. In parts of central and eastern Europe, farin
animals are still used as draft animals. Throughout Europe the
number of farm animals, especially cattle, is increasing.

Forestry: Only in northern Europe are forests either extensive or
J— 2 —_



important as a source of lumber. Over much of the continent,
woodland survives only on land that is too poor to be worth
clearing and cultivating. Apart from Scandinavia, Finland, and
northern Russia, the most extensive forests are in Germany,
Czechoslovakia, and the mountains belonging to the Alpine sys-
tem. Most European countries are net importers of lumber, and
this has encouraged efforts, especially in Britain, France, the Low
Countries, and Germany, to plant conifers in areas of poor soil.
Only Sweden, Finland, and northern Russia have large surpluses
of lumber for export.

Many countries of the world are deeply concerned with pro-

tecting their forestes. The Germans, who were among the first to
develop the science of forestry, introduced their methods to other
parts of Europe. France has long been engaged in the
reforestation of large waste areas caused by hundreds of years of
neglect. Sweden has enacted laws that enable the government to
control privately owned as well as publicly owned forests.
Fishing: The shallow seas bordering northwestern Europe pro-
vide excellent natural conditions for fish. Commercial fishing has
long been an important part of the economy of the coastal coun-
tries. Some fish is sold fresh, but a great deal is frozen, dried, sait-
ed or canned for export. Iceland’s export economy depends large-
ly on the catch of fish. Fishing is also important in Norway,
Britain, France, Portugal, the Netherlands, Germany, Denmark,
and Sweden.

But fishing as a way of life has declined in most of these
countries. Some waters have been overfished, and the reduced
catch has made fishing a less profitable activity. There have also
been disputes over the territorial limits of national ocean fishing

—_—3 -



grounds.

The Mediterranean region has historically been an important

fishing region. The area is still important, but it has also suffered
from overfishing. In addition, industrial pollution, including pol-
lution from oil spills by giant tankers, has hurt the fishing indus-
try in the past few years.
Mineral Resources: The size and variety of Europe’s mineral and
fuel resources have played a major role in the continent’s indus-
trial development. Most of the important advances in the tech-
nology of smelting were achieved in Europe, and the use of solid
fuel to produce industrial power was invented and perfected
there. However, Europe’s resources in metalliferous minerals are
not large, except for iron ore.

Iron- bearing minerals are widespread, and an iron industry
has developed in almost every country. Foremost among mines
are the low grade ores of Lorraine in eastern France and of
Luxembourg. Next in importance in iron- ore production are
Great Britain and Germany. Most other European countries
produce only a small amount of iron ore, which is insufficient to
supply their domestic industry.

New Words

communication / ka.mju:ni'’keifon/ n. @i, BlE, X

abundant /s'bandsnt/ a. R, EHK
endow /in'dau/ (with) v. B

oat /aut/ n. &

rye /rai/ n. BEBE
sophisticated / so'fistikeitid / a. RRM,E 0
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reinforce / .rizin'fors /v,

hay /hei/ n.
fodder /'foda/ n.

Ireland /‘aislond / n.
Scandinavian / .sk®ndi'neivien / a.
meadow / 'medou/ n.

leaching / ‘liztfin / n.

prevalent / ‘'prevalont/ a.
proportionately / pro'po:fonitli / ad.
Brittany / 'britoni/ n.

olive /'sliv/ n.

livestock / ‘'laivstok / n.
predominate / pri'domineit / v.

graze /greiz/ v.
Spain /spein/ n.

Alpine / '#lpain/ a.

slope /sloup/ n.
draft /dra:ft/ n.

forestry / 'foristri/ n.

lumber / ‘lamba/ n.

woodland / ‘wudlond / n.

" Finland / finlend / n.

Czechoslovakia / ‘tfekouslou'vakio / n.

net /net/ a.

importer /im'pa:ita/ n.

conifer / 'kounife/ n.
reforestation / 'riz.foris'teifon / n.
neglect / ni'glekt/ n.
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enact /i'nekt/ v.

privately /‘praivitli/ ad.
publicly / ‘pablikli / ad.

shallow / ‘felu/ a.
border / ‘'bawds/ .

commercial /ka'ma:fal/ a.

coastal / ‘'kaustl/ a.

freeze /friz/ (i%4Ffrozen) v.

salt /salt/ .
can /kan/ v.

Iceland / ‘aislond / n.

Norway / 'noiwei/ n.

Portugal / ‘poitjugal / n.

the Netherlands / 82'nedalondz/ n.
Denmark /'denmazk / n.

decline / di'klain/ v.

profitable / ‘profitabl/ a.

territorial / .teri'tormisl/ a.
Mediterranean / .medito'reinjon / a.&n.

spill /spil/ n.
giant /'dzaiant/ a.
tanker /‘tepka/ n.

fuel /fjual/ n.

smelting / 'smeltin / n.
metalliferous / .meta'liforas/ a.

ore /2./ n.
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