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... Technique 1:

Previewing before you read
BI5—: MK

Previewing is a reading technique. You have probably al-
ready previewed many things that you have read. For example,
when you flip through a newspaper, you notice the table of
contents, headlines, and illustrations. This information can
give you a good idea of what is in the newspaper.

You can preview other written materials by looking it over
quickly. As you preview, look at how the material is orga-
nized. Try to make a mental outline of what you read. Keep-
ing this mental outline in mind will make understanding the
passage easier.

» Steps in previewing a passage 1% St MAYS |
1. Note where it begins.
HEXEAE N
2. Note where the last item related to the passage ends.
RBCE LRI . ,
3. Read the topic or question that precedes the passage. Use it to
focus on important ideas.
FAXEMEEEZRIES
4. Notice any wards and phrases in the passage that are repeated or
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that are set off by capital letters, italics, or bold type.
FEXENERN. AER. SHENTEERFRIAE.

Passage A:
(Items 1 to 3 are based on the following passage)

What was it like to attend New Leaf?

At New Leaf, making us into Americars did not mean deaning wp
what made s originally foreign. The teadhers greeted us as our parents
did, or as close as they could pronounce our names in Spanish or Chi-
nese. No one was ever scolded or punished for speaking in his or her
mother tongue outside the dassroom. Mars told the dass abaut his
rmother’s down qilt, which she had made in ftaly with the fine feathers
of a thousand geese. Pit acted aut how boys leamed of fish in the
Philippines. The third grade class was fascinated by the story of my
travel on a stagecoach, which nobody hed ever seen except in the mu-
seum of Sutter’s Fort. After a visit to the Crocker Art Gallery and its
collection of heroic paintings of the golden age of Califomia, someone
showed a silk scroll with a Chinese painting. Miss Klessig herself had a
way of expressing wonder over these matters before a dass, her eyes
wick until they popped slightly. It was easy for me to feel that becom-
ing a proud American, as she said we shoud, did not mean feeling
ashamed of being a Mexican.

1. What was “this matter” (line 13) over which Miss Klessig ex-
pressed wonder?
a. a field trip taken by the third grade class
b. the collection of hercic paintings at the Crocker Art Gallery
c. stories and objects from the children’s native land

4



d. the ways in which the children communicated on the play-
ground

e. museumn pieces from the golden age of California

2. Acoording to the excerpt, which of the following was true about

New Leaf?

a. Both pride in being an American and ethnic pride was devel-
oped.

b. Most of the students were from Spain, China, and the
Philippines.

c. Spanish and Chinese were among the many languages that
were taught.

d. Students did not insult each other’s ethnic backgrounds.

e. Miss Klessig often tried to make Mexican students feel
ashamed.

3. “New Leaf” (lne 1) refers to

a. a president

b. atown

c. an elementary school

d. a high school

e. a teacher

>» Previewing the above passage Wil 3 ¥

1. Note where it begins. (Items 1 to ...)

2. Note where the last item related to the passage ends. (Choice 5
of item 3)

3. Note that the question that precedes this passage focuses on an
important idea in the passage. This question helps you to under-
stand that the passage is about a particular place.

4. Glance through the passage quickly and notice the following
capitalized words:



Chinese Mars [taly

Pit Philippines Sutter’s Fort
Crocker Art Gallery California Miss Klessig
Mexican

* Notice the wariety of nationalities mentioned .

By previewing the passage for just a few moments, you have
picked up a lot of information abaut its contents. The mental notes
that you have made will help you to understand the new material
when you read it actively, in more detail.
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... Technique 2;

Questioning as you read

B #in

You can wse the questioning process when you read in detail
the material that you have previewed. You probably already use this
technique for some of your reading. For example, as each clue in a
mystery story is revealed, you ask yourself what it means. Then
you make predictions about how the story will turn out and keep on
finding cut whether you are right. Therefore, questioning helps
you think about what you are reading. As you ask each question,
you also create a purpose for reading further.

> Steps in questioning as you read 32 ia) i3 %

1. Read the topic or the question that precedes the passage again.
Look for the answer to that question as you read.
PIESCE R BRI, R 2 EER,

2. Read each item or question that is based on the passage. Put the
question in your own words. Look for the answers to the ques-
tions as you read.

FikE—-MAREE, BECRXFERE, kR
REE.

3. Whenever an author introduces a new idea, stop and ask why

that idea might be important. Predict an answer. Keep reading
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to see if your prediction is correct.
BRE—FWERRER, FANEEER.

4. When you read something that puzzles you, stop and ask why
that information stands out. Again, predict an answer, then
keep on reading to see if your prediction is correct.
BRGEER, EFHRE, MUER, BEREER.

» Questioning a specific passage BLi%E 3 ¥R (G

You have already previewed the previous passage and the items
based on it. What steps should you apply to this passage as you read
it?

1. Read the question in Item 1 of Technique 1. Put the question in
your own words to make sure that you understand it. What you
have to find from the passage is the “matters” that Miss Klessig
faund so teresting.

2. Read and reword the question in Item 2. You should read the
passage with the question in mind: “Which is the best choice to
match what 1 have learned about New Leaf from the passage?”

3. Read and reword the question in Item 3. You should read with
this question in mind: “What is New Leaf?”

4. Read and reword the question that precedes each passage. As
you read, keep the question in mind: “What was it like to go
to this school?”

5. Start reading the passage. Stop when you can make a prediction
about the answer to one of the questions that you are keeping in
mind.

6. Continue reading to test your prediction. The reference to the
playground supports your idea that “New Leaf” is a school.

7. Consider another question as you read. Your preview showed
that several countries, including Italy and the Philippines, are
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