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Foreword

Since 1987, when the World Commission on Environment and
Development published the book Our Common Future, especially
after the United Nations Conference on Environment and Deve-
lopment held in 1992, the terminology of sustainable develop-
ment has been very popular in the public and become a hot topic
for discussions and debates in the world. China, the first nation
in the world to formulate the national agenda — China’s Agenda
21, has paid a great attention to resource conservation and envi-
ronmental protection while developing its economy, and made
sustainable development as its national strategy.

Since 1992, a lot of books and papers on sustainable develop-
ment have been published in China. They either made theoreti-
cal explorations on sustainable development from different per-
spectives or attempted to find out suitable approaches to sus-
tainable development in China based on the analysis of Chinese
characteristic conditions and theoretical advances in sustainable
development. But it was difficult for them to make a deep under-
standing of the important aspects of sustainable development,
as they intended to cover all the contents of sustainable deve-

lopment in the framework of Agenda 21. They paid more impor-
tance to dynamic description of evolution of the concept and the-
oretical ideas than to analysis of the specific Chinese conditions.
They were either more theoretical than operational or more spe-
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cific without theoretical guidance. Jacks of all trades as the au-
thors might not be able to understand and illustrate what they
were writing about. However, there is no doubt that they have
played an active role in popularizing the concept and theoretical
ideas of sustainable development and promoting the implementa-
tion of sustainable development.

With the above advantages and disadvantages in mind, we have
been planning to write and publish a book on sustainable deve-

jopment in China, which could be regarded as one of the most in-
fluential works in this field. The book should at least embody the
following academic thoughts: (1) China is still a developing
country, the first thing first is economic development, but the
development should be sustainable, e. g., equal importance
should be paid to protect and improve environment while deve-

loping economy. From this point of view, this book should make
an in—depth analysis of the background, conditions, affecting
factors and strategies for the sustainable development in China;
(2) With the era of knowledge —based economy approaching, a
great change will take place in the development viewpoints and
the modes of economic development. Therefore, it is necessary
to review the sustainable development in China in a new strate-
gic perspective; (3) China’s economy is an important part of the
global economy, and it will play a bigger role in the global eco-
nomic development. The strategies for sustainable economic de-
velopment in China should be formulated in the context of eco-
nomic globalization; (4) It is impossible to cover all the aspects
of sustainable development in China in this book, but focus on

the economic development. In this regard, the coordinative rela-
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tionship between China’s economic development and other as-
pects should be analyzed from a system’s point of view; (5) ltis
aimed at finding out optimum solutions to the major problems ex-
isting in the process of the economic development, analyzing the
development processes of the traditional economic sectors as
well as the growth and development mechanisms of new eco-
nomic sectors in China, and presenting theoretical foundations
for transformation and upgrading of the economic structure in
China; and (6) Research, development and application of ad-
vanced technologies will have a greater impact on economic de-
velopment than ever before, and it is of great challenge to the
traditional theories of economic development. In this situation,
the most important factor is the development of human capital.
The sustainable economic development in China should be built
upon the sustainable development of human capital and the in-
creasing contribution of science and technology. For so doing,
the participants in the research and writing of this book should
have not only strong theoretical foundation but also rich practical
experience. The research team should be multi—disciplinary and
interdisciplinary , composed of the experts with the backgrounds
of natural science and engineering and those with the back-
grounds of economics and social sciences.

We would like to take this opportunity to extend our acknowledg-
ment to the Ford Foundation. It is its generous support that
makes our plan become reality. In 1997, the Ford Foundation
provided a grant to the research team led by Professor Yonglong
Lu, Director of the Sino — Canadian High —tech Center of Re-
sources and Environment, to conduct the research on Strategies
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for Sustainable Development of China. This book is an important
part of the research achievement.

This book contains three parts. The first part, composed of
Chapter One and Two, describes the general strategies and ba-
sis of resource and environment for the sustainable economic de-
velopment in China. It is proposed in Chapter One that a new
creative development pattern, aiming at promoting ecological
civilization, and creating a new way of production and living and
a new economic mode, should be established in China. In this
condition, a value selection and objective system for the sus-
tainable economic development in China is aiso presented. In
combination of theory and practice, Chapter Two explores the
resource and environment basis for the sustainable economic de-
velopment in China, and presents not only a theoretical frame-
work for incorporating resource conservation and environmental
protection into economic development but also concrete strate-
gies for resource conservation and environmental protection.

The second part consists of six chapters. It systematically ana-
lyzes the development process of traditional economic sectors
and growth and development mechanism of new industries in
China. In view of economic globalization, knowledge — based
economy, and information economy, it also explores the suitable
alternatives for sustainable development of economic sectors in
China. In this part, Chapter Three discusses the sustainable de-
velopment of agriculture and rural economy. Chapter Four de-
scribes transformation of development patterns of the industrial

economy and corresponding strategies. Chapter Five attempts
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to investigate the roles of services industry in economic develop-
ment. Chapter Six analyzes the impacts of contemporary infor-
mation technoiogy on economic development, and the relation-
ship between information — based economic sectors and the
mainstay of China’s economy. Policy recommendations for sus-
tainable development of information economy are also presented
in Chapter Six. Chapter Seven holds the view that knowledge —
based economy is a catalyst for China’s sustainable economic
development and strategies for sustainable economic develop-
ment should be worked out in the context of knowledge —based
economy. Chapter Eight analyzes diverse global economic de-
velopment patterns and their impacts on Chinese economic secu-
rity, and presents strategies for the sustainable economic deve-
lopment in China in the context of economic globalization.

The third part of this book , Chapter Nine, introduces the sustain-
able development practices in China since the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development held in June 1992.
it is suggested that only with the widespread public participation
can the sustainable economic development be achieved.

All the contributors, who have participated in the research and
writing of this book, are from distinguished research institutes,
universities, and state policy research or advisory institutions.
Since they have been working as either research professors,
teachers or policy consultants in the field of environment and de-
velopment for a long time, most of them have both rich practical
experience and solid theoretical foundations. What’s more,
some of them have been involved in the formulation and subse-
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quent implementation of China’s Agenda 21. The contributors
are listed as follows in the order of the chapters:

Editors —in — Chief .

Shunji Huang, Professor in philosophy of science, technology

and ecology, Renmin University of China.

Yonglong Lu, Director of Sino—Canadian High—tech Center of
Resources and Environment; Research Professor, Research Cen-
ter for Eco —Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences; Secretary — general, Special Committee on Ecology and

Environment, Chinese Society for Sustainable Development.

Contributors;

Chapter One by Xiaode Zhang, Ph.D. in economics, School of

Economics, Renmin University of China.

Chapter Two by Yonglong Lu, Research Professor, Research

Center for Eco — Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of

Sciences.

Chapter Three by Jiujie Ma, Ph. D. in economics, Department
of Agricultural Economics, Renmin University of China.

Chapter Four by Shichen Lu / Yanmei Wang, Associate Re-
search Professor/ M. A. in economics, Institute of Industrial

Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.

Chapter Five by Xu Zhang, Ph. D. in economics, School of
Marxism Studies, Renmin University of China.

Chapter Six by Yu Chen, Professor and Dean, School of Infor-

mation Science, Renmin University of China.
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Chapter Seven by Xielin Liu, Ph. D. , Deputy Director of Center
for Technical Innovation Strategies of the Ministry of Science
and Technology of China; and Wei Xie, Ph. D. in Economics,

School of Economics and Management, Tsinghua University.

Chapter Eight by Hongchun Zhou, Ph. D., Associate Research

Professor, Development Research Center of the State Council of
China.

Chapter Nine by Haifeng Wang, Associate Research Professor,
Institute of Land and Regional Economics of the State Develop-

ment Planning Commission of China.

This book is entitled Strategic Framework for Sustainable Eco-
nomic Development in China. As a "framework”, there may be a
lots to be filled in. Tt is open for discussions and debates. Any

comments and suggestions are appreciated.

Yonglong Lu and Shunji Huang
December 30,1998
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