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Zheng Faxiang, whose pen—name is Yun Ling or Mudaoren, was
born in 1956 in Changle County . Fujian Province.

He graduated from the Central Academy of Fine Arts and the
Graduate Dept. of Academy of Ants of Chin.

He has held his own painting and calligraphy exhibitions at home
and abroad for cight times.

In 1992, he won special Golden Cup of the Hanmo Cup Painting
and Calligraphy Comptition in China.

His works are collected and exhibited by 4 dogen of natonsl cul-
tueal reles units. wncluding People’s Greu Hall, Chawnan Mro's
Menorial Halls Tiananmen Gute — tower+ Zhongnanhai. Diaoyutai
Suate Guesthouses and China Art Gallery in Beijing.

More than one hundred news agencies and newspapers including
inhus News Agency. China Central Television. China People’s
Brondeasticg Station, Chins Radio Tntesnational. Peoples Daily.
Guangming Daily, and China Diily . have given special repurts on b

Now, Zheng Faxiang is the Staoding deputy seerctary general of
Chinese Pintings Society of (hverseas Chinese Federation wnder the
Ministry of Culiure.

He is the semor academician and secretary general of Chinese
Artists® Acaderiys as well as a member of the Chinese Artists” Assoa
ation in Fajian Province.

{n addition. he is the sentor art adviser of the "Overszas” Culturel

Artists” Association in H. K.
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Seal cutiimg Tthe universe overflowing with fragrasce” « engraved

by Wang Sichuan who is & fumaus master of scal cutting of Chims
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Tn the fizst spring of the 90s. Zheng Faxiang"s *Hundred Plums *
painting exhibition enjoyed a high reputation in the capital™s painting
cireles . These plums axe in elegan: style and in vigorous strokes. Peo-
ple i China nnd sbrosd fixed their eyes on these plums which won
widespread acclaim.

Zheng Faxiang was bom in an ordinary worker's family. and
brought up under tough conditions. He acted as a film projectionist and
a lactory propagandist before. and tempered himself in Life. He foved
drawing urdently since very young. Afier work, he always drew pic
tures assiduously. While the old painters Lin Baosheng snd Zhang
Yaozhi appreciate his works and tench himi. the more important reason

of his success is huis steadfast spuit. The rough life in his childhoad

ployed a posiuve rale in his astistic accomplishment, just like the pluns
that experiance severe snow before giving off fragrance all around the
world.

Fi

dang pays grent mttencion to observing and lerraing (rom real

Ufe when he deaws phmis. He has been to Gushao in Xihu.
Lingfeng Mauntain in Hangzhou, Meiyuan Pack in Wuxi. Husuhus
brook in Chengdu. and Kiangxuchai in Dengwei. He looks for plums.
picks plums. and loves plums. He makes friends with plums in arder to
undersiand their growing babits and charactoristics. and their naturil
charm. Plum s the niin theme which the scholass usually draw. With
the aid of objective things the scholars may express their feelings and
explain the rclations botween subjectivity and objectivity. Tt's said.
Man should take nature as hi teacher while draw his inspirarion from

heart. ” Faxiang lollows the gist of this remark. So he draws plums in

Lis wnique style = — phums are never cold and detached. proud and
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Group photo of Zaeng Fixdiang and Dong Shouping.  master of parnug and
igraphy  in the. exhibition hall of Chins Arr Gallery.

aloaf but Tull of vitaliy and spirit of the day.

Plunt is a kind of relinenes:

“Thece is a line quoted from & poem an
& plum painting of Wang Mian “No need to be praised for its beautiful
colour. but be known for the purity and uprightness. * It means that
vlums don’t compete with other flowers in colour, Lut leave the puzity
1o the world. What i the purity? In my opinion. it"s the air of bright-
ness and clearness. the air of loftiness, the air of spring and the ar of
life. ln consequence . only by getting the purc air of the plums., may the
plum painters be esteemed. Whouver knows painungs would combine
the charsctorist

« of :he human beings and the pictures when he studics

the paintings. Man™s personality shows in the painrings. and viee ver

sa. As the saying goes. (he style of paintitgs just indieates the painter.
His works may be greatly improw 4 as u result of conseant sel ltemper.
ing. While the pacster’s characterties ace the same as 2 plumi’s. be may
obtain the purity. the rowantic charm and the soul of a pluns. Faxiang
suid m one of bix works "Mould my temperament® . which made me
touched. T think hurd what he said . and understand tha he's gained the

1

mystery of impraving the puinting. [ am sure that be must make
furcher progress with hiv devoron 1o art.
T'm interester in drawing plums. 100, Let's encourage each other.
That's what T would ay before the publicstion of Faxiang's album

of printings.

Written by Mei Quans a 79 year old national first—class arnst. in

Xixue Chambers Bejings in carly winter of 1992,
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