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Preface

Building upon my experience as an IELTS examiner, and professional teacher, 1
designed, and now teach, an IELTS training course. This book is the result of many
hours of development work, built upon equally as many hours teaching writing skills
to students preparing to take their IELTS test. It has been developed to be used in the
classroom and for self-study.

The book covers both the General Training and Academic test. Using a step-by-
step approach, a detailed explanation of how to approach every part of the test is
given, with each unit concentrating on one particular aspect of the writing test. The
exercises are designed to teach the required skills, focussing on practical application
of knowledge. Model answers are also included in appendix for students to compare
their own writing against, thereby gradually guiding students in writing articles that
fully meet the requirements of the IELTS writing test in every aspect.

This is the second in a series of books, each covering a different aspect of the
test (speaking, writing, listening, reading), that are used extensively by Longre
Training Centre, Shanghai. Both the faculty at Longre, and the students themselves,
hold the books in high regard for being high quality training material.

Mark Morgan
October 2001

Other publications:
Mark Morgan (2001). Speaking Skills For The IELTS Test. Shanghai University
Press and Haiwen Audio-Visual Publishing House. ISBN 7-81058-379-4
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2 Chapter One: Introduction To The Writing Test

Introduction To The Writing Test
S{EE A& v
Notes

The writing part of the IELTS is a one-hour test consisting of two tasks. Task one
and task two. Each task is awarded a band score, and the two separate band scores
are converted into a final, or overall band score for the writing part.

HEL R G 5B 7 408, 58 B A i KA NI SR RS-
ANIEG XA G B AR S S AR H

You are recommended to spend 20 minutes on task one and 40 minutes on task two.
However, it is your responsibility to manage your own time. You may, if you wish,
attempt task two before task one: they don’t have to be completed in chronological
order. It is important to bear in mind, however, that task two is worth more marks
than task one. For example, if you were awarded a band 6 for task one, and a band 7
for task two, your overall score for the writing would be a band 7. However, if you
were awarded a band 7 for task one, and a band 6 for task two, then your overall
score would be 6. Therefore, if you spend too much time on task one, thus not
allowing yourself time to complete task two adequately, your overall band score may
be affected.’

HAs LAEWRAT 20 ZrBR R -5 5y, 40 ArBRECE T EAY. AN, B A 4 AC R iE] i AR
FIORGE . WRRIEEE, AT LSS =8y BT e Bk OR — B — 884y, it
B dhoye AR, A - ERARCE, SR WA . b, WRARES
Wt 600, B OUEART T, MAWESGNFNE T . B2, WRIRES 8
T 75y, BoMGT 698, MAREBTIMARIE 6 4. Ik, MBS -HBATEA
D), B TSR SRAN KGER, RN 1] i £ R

You must use a pencil for the writing test. You cannot use a pen. You can use the
question paper to make notes if you wish, but test papers cannot be taken out of the
room. You are not allowed to use a dictionary in the test.

AR UR L RER I, AREHIANE. i RAERE, R %4 BT SR, HRSHERht
. I AR

Test Tip

Towards the end of the writing test you are told when you have 30 minutes left.
And again when you have 15 minutes left. Therefore, if you do task two first, you
can think about beginning task one when you are given the 30-minute warning.
This way you will be able to spend the first 40 minutes thinking about your essay,
and not how much time you have left. ‘

" Source: IELTS Handbook October 2000. UCLES
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BHEERBIELRY, EESERRERT 30 240, 8T 15 2606, FERHER
REMR. Hik, WmRRAEHEE S, ERT 30 SEMrR, RAZEEITHREE—
BT . RBERIE, RATLUEEITERI 40 S #EAR I E, MARZEECH T £ K
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General Training Test (Ei@EIZ)

Task One (E—IR4)

In the General Training test, task one is to write a letter. This may be an informal
letter to a friend or a formal letter requesting information or making a formal
complaint, for instance. You therefore need to be familiar with different writing
styles. The word length is restricted to 150 words. If you write too few words, it will
affect your band score. To leave sufficient time for task two, it is therefore important
that you practice writing task one questions in 20 minutes.

TERRIENE SR, B -2t~ 3G, TRl HIRMENS S ARE
%, B —HERMER, b 47 5 E e s, FIRERAR A RS ENRRE. 7
L 150 Fhidi. BEROTREQEWAE. hTH% oM H 2 e, JREFr
DI S B A A 20 r BN SE IR - 00

Task Two (EZ#a

Task two is to write a 250-word essay on a topic of general interest. Essays are
assessed according to the criteria outlined in table 1. You are expected to present an
opinion or point of view in a style appropriate for the purpose. Therefore, you are
expected to support and evaluate your ideas. You should spend about 40 minutes on
this task.

SR E R M . 250 FAATI/NE S PP ARMERIR 1 TR, IRELME
VT RS, SRR . REE R 40 3.

Academic Test (FEARZEERX)
Task One (ZFE—&4)

Task one is to write a report. You are required to describe information from a given
set of data. The data are presented as either a chart or table of figures, and you have
to write a report for a university lecturer. To leave sufficient time for task two, it is
therefore important that you practice writing task one questions in 20 minutes.

B ESRT ARG . BEROTAER AU LIS . B L R R SRR M E S
EL, TURMEE M B A 2R . O TR S I R BRI, IRAT
BN St s B A 20 N SR AR

Task Two (E_#9
Task two is to write a 250-word essay on a topic of general interest. However, you
should aim for a more academic style of writing in that you should present an
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argument to evaluate and support your opinions. This may involve comparing and
contrasting different points of view. You should adopt a more critical approach than
in the General Training test, and aim for a more balanced essay. You are expected to
write in a style appropriate for a college lecturer. The essay titles are intended to be
of general interest to university students. You should spend about 40 minutes on this
task.

A SRR RS 250 P AATINR . AR R BER ) B AR STA,
(B R AD SR 1 OO AR B 20 AT 1 18 o X T RS AN R A s AT LU B
R L LS N 2 AP I i oK, S SR d R R, #iE AR
2L RS o NE SRR K T RO ER A . SR IR IR 40 93 B

The Scoring System GIE43 AR

You are given a band score for each of the writing tasks on a scale of 1 to 9. Your
overall band score for the writing part is then calculated as a percentage of both the
scores. Task 2, however, is worth more marks than task one.

TAERIMEMN 125 94y, MRS T %L AN Et. A, BEMSEEMNE T
A

Band Score

N o Expert user of written English

8 The writing is well-organized with few mistakes and ideas are fully explained.
7 The reader can understand the writing. It is well-organised with few mistakes.
6 The reader can understand the writing without too much difficulty.

5 The writing can be understood but the message is not very clear.

4 The reader has difficulty understanding the writing.

3 The writing is hard to understand and contains a lot of mistakes.

2 The writing shows almost no ability to communicate.

1 The writing contains one or two simple sentences.

0 The candidate is absent or doesn’t answer the question at all.

Fig. 1: An overview of the band scores
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Marking Criteria (IFEMKIBEBRI = ED

The marking criteria are the same for both the General Training and Academic tests.

W KR E R ARHEA ]

Task One (20 minutes)

Task Two (40 minutes)

Task fulfillment

Arguments, ideas and evidence

Coherence and cohesion

Communicative quality

Vocabulary and sentence structure

Vocabulary and sentence structure

Tablel: showing the marking criteria for the writing test’

F—E4 0 A4

ARG (40 485

SERE R . R IR
Gi— VRO B R TG
M ik kil ]y Al Ay Ay

K 1: GIFEFLIPHCEN T J7

,
- Source:

IELTS Handbook. UCLES, 2000
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Main Problems Faced By Chinese Candidates
o [E 2 4 s BY (0] &2

Many people fail to do as well as they are able to do in the writing part of the IELTS
test because they don’t answer the question in a way they are supposed to.
N2 HAR[ABNHARGERS, WAL 21T fe 2 kB

Problems Candidates Tend To Make (4 5 JE f94%i2)

General Training: Task 1 Candidates often don’t fully do what they are supposed
to do. They fail to develop their ideas.

Task 2 Candidates often fail to answer the question. Instead it
is usual for candidates to simply list their opinions in
order. Firstly, secondly, thirdly etc. instead of
discussing their ideas.

FIEHIAE: B EEEEACE, AR B
H o EAANER, W ILAVHRE SIS, B B 8

ZHE, BANM G .

Academic: Task 1 Candidates often simply list the data given, and fail to
compare the data, looking for trends. They often give
opinions, which are not required.

Task 2 Candidates often fail to answer the question. Instead it
is usual for candidates to simply list their opinions in
order. Firstly, secondly, thirdly etc. instead of
presenting an argument.

FARAK: B4 A E R B AL IS R R A E RV, TR KRR
WATHR, kb r R f#aR . ZEAERERH BN
R ATy B, RNIX - SR EK.
FEB 5y BBAER, WWAESRE NS, B B 8
RS, R AT S iR,

Differences In Writing Styles (B{ERA&A[G])

This may, in part, arise from the differences in writing styles between Chinese and
English. In Chinese, it is usual to give evidence to support your opinion, and state
your point of view in the conclusion. When writing in English, however, you should
present your opinion first in the introduction. Explain your opinion in the main body,
by presenting arguments both for and against, and re-state your opinion in the
conclusion. However, many candidates simply list their ideas without explaining the
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ideas in detail, or giving the opposite side of the argument. This makes the essay very
simple. And even if you make very few mistakes, a simple essay cannot get a very
high band score because arguments, ideas and evidence and communicative quality
is poor.

TSUSCRS, T IR 2 A S I E R SORISE ST A R Z TN [ rhoceh, - RSTIRE
PG R XA B A48, (RIS SO e I, eSO MR
SO EEAT AR, eSS e b T g SR R 2 B A FUR T A 8 R s M A 1R 4
R I e Al R T AL AT o SRR 2 AL 10 SO RS LRI . XA SC, - BIME
RHE SHIRIED, BARSH G FATE. WARBRAR S, TREHEZ.
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Frequently Asked Questions
® LBy REE]

“What if I don’t know anything about the topic of the essay?”’
No one is testing your knowledge. Questions are selected so that they are general
enough for anyone to answer. You are asked to give your opinions about the topic
and not to show how much you know about the subject. Indeed, your examiner is
only interested in how well you can communicate your ideas in writing and may
know less about the topic than you do!

RIS 16 T~ EINEL A2
HAAEN TREIORA R . ) ) AR, T ABSRE TS . TR -iE
REME, HAREBRIMX EETHEZ L. F3 b, ZEREENRRN-BERER
ST A BRI AR T R % .

“What if I write too little?”

You must try to keep to the recommended word length. If your letter, report or essay

is too short you will be penalised, and it will affect your band score.
“WREGERXDLELI?

R E R M FHCS . WRRAE . a0t R, SRR, XA RIR R

5.

“What if I run out of ideas and cannot write enough words?”

Provided you spend a few minutes thinking about the topic, and explain your ideas

well, this won’t be a problem. 250 words is a very short essay.
“WRBIIEIEEHERB LT ET, FHLENE, ELH? 7

IRIRAE T B AR LU e, GFLFEWIE SR, 250 FHNE STNAZ A K R B

“Can I do task two before task one?”
Yes.

“TCH]LAE M A g2
RIS

“When writing a letter, do I need to include an address?”’

No. If you do you will lose valuable time because your examiner will not consider it
as part of task and won’t even read it!

“U BT B LB Mg 2
Befe NERTHHE, P SIRRRE SIIN ], RO EEBALE L B,



