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FOREWORD

During his sojourn of over two decades in the U.S. A, ,
Father John Lee has accumulated a great many stories and
jokes. However, even more precious than a stockpile of fun-
ny stories is the extraordinary sense of humor he has devel-
oped in the process, enabling him to seize upon the witti-
cisms of others and to answer in kind. His quiet, yet dy-
namic, personality just thrives on the humorous quirks of
people, things, and events likely to tickle the funny bone of
others. Through his contacts with some of the leading co-
medians Stateside and the digesting of books about them
(What a funny diet!), Father Lee has found his own way of
mixing a cocktail of his original Chinese humor with that of
the West: he was thus able to sense what sort of blend
would app‘eal most to his Chinese students at the university
where he teaches English. From telling his pupils these
short stories to writing a booklet of them, there was but one
step, and this is it!

Of course, to be really funny and to attain its maximum
impact, a story ought to be dramatized, played out before a
responsive audience, and a classroom atmosphere can be ide-
al for this approach. Still Father Lee dreamed his humor
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would some day reach greater audiences. Radio and TV,
however, were definitely out of the question he was warned
in no uncertain terms, mainly because he shared the ordi-
nary human being’s aversion to commercials, I suppose; for
like most of us, he thinks people have enough of one watch,
personally can’t stand fancy soaps and shampoos, and espe-
cially hates all sorts of medicine] His next best bet was
therefore the printed word, together with illustrative car-
toons, clearly an influence from the visual aids in the De-
partment of Mass Communication where he teaches. In this
way too, he could reach not only the English-speaking intel-
ligentsia, but even the humor-starved masses often limited
to reading Chinese, hence the accompanying translation.

Unlike that of most comedians, Father Lee’s status in
life, both as priest and as teacher, placed out-of-bounds ex-
tensive humorous sectors of people’s daily lives and foibles
that might have smacked of anything ”improper or unbefit-
ting”. True to say, this painfully ngrrowed his field of hu-
mor, for as I am wont to say, several of the ” aseptic” as-
pects of life are not all that funny, while some rather hu-
morous angles are not always detergent-clean! This meant
exercising some amount of discernment on his part in order
to remain well within the bounds of " propriety” or ”socially
acceptable weaknesses”. It meant keeping his gaze as elevat-
ed as the escha-tological level generally expected from a man
of the cloth, and shying away from all scatological allu-
sions.
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Nevertheless, it is to be hoped that the stories and
sketches, all approved by the FDA and presented here for
immediate and harmless consumption, will surely make live-
ly and entertaining reading. They will probably help you get
quite a few good laughs and meanwhile keep you smiling de-
spite the fact that you won’t find here a solution to your
problem of runaway inflation! For that problem, as in the
case of a poor joke I daresay, you”ll just have to keep on liv-

ing with it and learn to grin and bear it}
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I'M READING A BOOK

Pat Brady drank like a fish. He got plastered every
Saturday night . His wife Molly invariably gave him a hard
time when he staggered home. One evening when celebrat-
ing the birthday of one of his drinking buddies, Pat got all
boozed up and was feeling no pain. But, as he was having
one for the road, he was still sober enough to remember
that he had to face Molly when he got home. That worried
him considerably because he knew only too well that when
Molly took a sniff of his telitale breath, his goose would be
cooked. Suddenly Pat began 1o grin as a bright idea flashed
into his mind. "1 got it,”mumbled Pat to himself. " As soon
as | get home.l am going to read a book. When Molly sees
me reading, she won’t suspect that | am drunk. That’s what
" do. "

So Pat tiptoed into the house and sat in the living room
quiet as a mouse, at least Pat thought he was. On hearing
the racket, Molly hurried down from upstairs. She saw red
as soon as she spotted what Pat was doing. ”What do you
think you’re doing?” demanded the infuriated wife.

"1 am reading a book, can’t you see?” replied Pat
1



