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Reviewing the old photos

Photos of yesterday, the congelation of time, history's invitation letter
to meet the vanished yesterday, the reminiscence of the fleeting past, and the
reappearancc of the dream, the true historical record and the accurate answer
to the suspending question. We wish to review the past of the city by collecting
the so many photos of yesterday's Harbin, to know her old face by spanning
spacc and time. It is a vivid local history, presenting to people the history of
the city.

Each city is uniquely characterized by its own municipal layout, streets,
architectural complex and other natural landscape. However, apart from these
tangible features, each city has its own human and cultural sense, condensed in
its glory and humiliation and hidden in the vicissitude of the city. The city of
Harbin has its very unique feature. Its history is not long. A hundred years ago,
it was only a fishery village, ferry crossing, a town and a beach. However, at
the beginning of the 20th century, it sprouted into a world famous city ovemight.
People cannot help feeling amazed at its rapid development.

The rapid change had its historical reasons. The construction of the Middle
East Railway and the opening of the Songhuajiang River offered an excellent
opportunity for its development. Very soon the city became the transportation
hub linking Europe and Asia as well as the water and land transportation
dock. Convenient transportation enhanced economic development and
invigorated trade. By the time when Harbin was designated as an open port

city in 1905, its business was already prosperous with heavy and busy traffic.

The small border town became an important city in the north overnight. On
the vast land crected sky buildings.

The change of its cconomic status also raised its political standing,
drawing noble people and cclebrities to pay a visit to the city. Early in 1902,
a Japanese royal member traveled to Europe via Harbin to attend a coronation
ceremony of a British emperor. At the beginning of 1911, the Middle East
Railway Bureau started the global express with the British Company. Cargo
transportation could start from in the east and end at Lisbon in the west,
traversing across the whole Europe-Asia continent, linking the land between
the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean. Busincssmen from at home and
abroad came here, increasing the trade to a great extent. By the time it was
1920s, Harbin had been listed as “a new noble” in the metropolitan after
Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai and Wuhan, famous in the North America and
Western Europe. .

The architecture of Harbin varies from one style to another, hence the
merit of museum of architecture art. European buildings line side by side,
differing from each other while showing certain common traits. Foreign
businessmen gathered here, adding to the flavor of the international city.
Foreigners live together, enriching the exotic sense. Its location between
Europe and Asia, enhancing the cultural exchange. Coexistence of Chinese
and foreigners absorbed foreign sense. On the dozens of churches various

gods were worshipped. On the over twenty consulates fly different flags.




There were many busy downtown, the noisy amusement parks and casinos.
Under the unique historic conditions the unique face was formed. Therefore
it had the merit of “eastern Paris”.

In view of the one hundred- year history, the relationship between China,
Russia and Japan determined the political frame of the northeast Asia. The
struggle between Japan and Russia lasted a long time, never seeming to
cease. At the beginning, Harbin was once the center for Russians to extend
its force in China, and later it became the land for the Russian refugees. The
railway and its neighboring area became a state within a state. All the rights
were in the hands of Russian. When the Chinese authorities resumed its
sovereignty, a special zone-Special Eastern Province was established here,
at the same level of Jilin and Heilongjiang. The executive officer was the
highest-ranking official in the special zone. At last the 20 years rule ended,
China resumed such various rights as municipality, justice, transportation
and taxation. In the sky of Harbin began to fly the China's flag, and Chinese
were no longer considered as foreign residents.

The Japanese militants had been thirsty of this land because of its strategic
place. After the September 18 Incidence, the Japanese invaded northward
and received bravery resistance from Harbin people. After fierce fighting,
the city was lost to the hands of Japanese. The Japanese invaders occupied
the city, and supported a puppet emperor to throne. A human hell was

established and heinous fascist rule began. At the end of the World War 11,

the Japanese surrendered. But the KMT put on stages of history. One hundred

days later they retreated with the Soviet troops. Harbin ended its misfortunate
days from then on. At that time Harbin was the largest city in the liberated
area and a strong back for the PLA to march southward. From the end of
Qing Dynasty to the beginning of Old China, from the lost city period to the
eve of new China, every section of the history had its own traces in the
pictures.

Historical photos are the concentration of the old time. When we open
this photo album, we may review the past, its past glory, its humiliation
mark, its struggling people, its blood and tears. The old time recorded in the
pictures will never be forgotten by people.

The Songhuajiang River flowed peacefully eastward, and old time was
by gone. Earth-shaking changes have taken place and a new China was
founded in the east of the world. The. old history, though already elapsed,
shall never be forgotten. It is our wish that this album can strengthen people's
understanding of Harbin, evoking their thought and revoking their memory.
At the same time, we wish that people could learn from the past history, feel
inspired by the present glory and become a vigorous move in the construction

of the beautiful tomorrow.

Meng Lie

Summer in Harbin
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Among all the capital cities at provincial level, Harbin
is really a young city. The history from its establishment
till its opening was no less than a century. The Qing historic
records show that about 200 years ago, Harbin was merely
a fishing site. It is recorded in history because it was an
official fishing site, providing sacrifices of fish exclusively
for the court.In the middle of 19th century, the town
developed into a fishery village. Later a fishery yard was
established to manufacture fish boats. While Aching and
Hulan on the south and north of the city already had their
government site, Harbin was the ferry site of business
travelers. Therefore it developed into a town quickly. By
the end of 19th century when the Middle East Railway
was built, there established not only inns, hotels, shops
but also such manmade shops as pots, oil workshops,
license shops, warehouses, etc. In its neighboring areas
existed hundreds of villages. In Shaoguo Village alone
there are over 200 households. These villages and towns

together formed an early childhood of Harbin city.
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Fishery village by the
Songhuajiang River at the
end of 19th Century
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Around 1890, villages of
Fujiadian and Sijiazi came into
existence on the outskirts. This
is the photo of the vehicle
workshops at Fujiadian village.
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A fairly big inn on the bordering
area between Fujiadian and
Sijiazi.
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Many workshops emerged at the
end of 19th century. These
workshops formed several
villages. This is the photo of one
workshop on the Xiangfang
Street.
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Enxiang, a Manchu noble

family, was one of the landlords |

of Harbin. His domain once
extended to the riverside.
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| Farmers were cultivating the fields.
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The one-wheel wooden wagon is a major
means of transportation in the village.
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The Donggqing Railway Engineering Company made
Harbin as its "headquarters" to build road. This is the photo
of the opening ceremony.
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An opening ceremony for laying railway trails at the
conjunction of a small border town of Suifenhe by
Donggqing Railway Company on August 28,1897
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In June 1898, the Dongging Railway Engineering Company moved to Harbin. It
was first settled at the front door of Tian Family of Shaoguo Village.
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The construction of Dongsheng Railway (also called
Middle East Railway) brought the opportunity of
development for Harbin. The railway administration center
and the railway hub all had their headquarters here, hence
the later development of the city. As a matter of fact, the
earliest decision of the site was not at Harbin but Hulan
and Boduna. Even till the opening ceremony of the railway,
Harbin was not an alternative. After the opening ceremony,
the railway-engineering bureau at Vladiostock intended
to move in China. They sent a team to find locations.
Finally they found Harbin was an ideal place. The
important decision was made in view of the convenience
of the water transportation of Songhuajiang River. At that
time, all the equipment needed for road construction had
to be shipped via water system, then they were unloaded
and shipped in east, west and south directions. Therefore
Harbin became the headquarters of the construction and
the hub after the construction.
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Site of the Dongging Railway
Engineering Company at
Xiangfang (known by
Russians as old Harbin) in
1898
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As a "stakeholder" of
Dongqing Railway, the
China-Russian Daosheng
Bank was actually managed

by Russians although it was '

namely co-managed by
Chinese and Russians. This
is the photo of a Xiangfang
Branch of the Bank in 1898
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