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Chinese coin

Numismatics is a splendid chapter of Chinese
cultures. It is widely accepted that no other
culture have hundreds of thousands of kinds
of coins and more than 70 world records of
numismatics.

Chinese coins are quite varied and roughly
classified into four groups: ancient coin, gold
or silver coin, note and copper coin. Each
group is also composed of various pieces. For
instance, the materials of the ancient coin
are mainly copper, iron, silver, tin and
pottery. Apropos of varieties of copper they
are able to divided to red copper, bronze,
copper-nickel alloy and brass. Being light or
heavy, thick or thin, of high quality or low
quality, Chinese coins are not only the
reflection of the economy of a given society,
but the reflections of politics, military,
science, culture and religion to a certain
extent. Chinese coins are creams of Chinese
traditional culture.

The coins are bound up with commodity
production and circulation. The earliest
Chinese coins dates from the Shang Dynasty.
Suiting the needs of commodity circulation,
the shells were regarded as coins. However,
with the frequent exchanges of commodities,
natural shells were short of supplies and the
imitations made of different materials
emerged. Bronze “shell” became the earliest
metal coin.

During the Spring and Autumn Period and
Warring states Period, various kinds of coins
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emerged, and most of their shapes imitated
that of tools of production or articles for
daily use. “Bubi”, “Daobi” and “Quanbi”
were all representatives.

Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of Qin,
unified China as well as monetary system.
He launched and completed the first Chinese
monetary system reform, and “banliangqian”,
round shaped with square hole, was in vogue
throughout the country. The beautiful copper
coins were strung by a cord so that they
were easy to carry. Unlike the previous
coins, “Banlianggian” had not such
drawbacks as unreadable inscriptions,
various shapes, different weight and
indistinct currency value. The favorable
weight and shape of coin were stipulated.
“Banlianggian” was a milestone in the
history of Chinese coins, and its peculiar
round shape with square hole went on until
late Qing.

“Wuzhugian™ was popular in the Han and
Sui Dynasties. During the tang the emperor
Li Yuan abolished “Wuzhugian” and minted
“kaiyuan Tongbao”. A standard piece of
“Kaiyuan Tongbao” had a diameter of 2.5
centimeters and a weight of 3.5 kilograms. It
was modelled on Han “wuzhugian™. Its
appearance announced the end of currency
system of “zhu-and-liang”. From then on the
coins were not named for their weight. The
kind of “bao” coin also marked the second
Chinese monetary system reform.

During the Song Dynasty iron and copper
coins were widely used. The amount of coins
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the Ming and Qing, were always
designed by scholars directly or
indirectly. The scholars had special
requirements of the design and
craftsmanship to seek the style of
succinctness and refinement.

Often  richly grained, excellent
hardwoods of very fine texture are
used in the making of Ming Dynasty
furniture. Their colors are very
beautiful. The construction of Ming
furniture utilizes a sophisticated
system of joinery in which one member
is joined to the next in a precise
fashion, taking into account stress,
function, and beauty. It is widely
accepted that no other culture has
produced furniture as beautiful in its
integration of design and structure,
with every member joined in a manner
calculated not only to support the
necessary stress, but also to enhance
the beauty of the whole design. In the
Ming the makers arrived at their pure
forms--with sometimes elegant,
sometimes powerful but always perfect
proportions. Especially the linear
design is the soul of Ming Dynasty
furniture. For instance the backs of
many chairs have the shapes of letter
8, which are called “Ming Dynasty
Curve” by western scientists.

The representatives of Qing Dynasty
furniture are high-quality hardwood
pieces made under the reigns of
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Yongzheng and Kangxi Emperors.
Unlike unsophisticated and refined
Ming Dynasty furniture, they are in a
magnificent and luxurious style.
“Mingshi” furniture with fine design
lay stress on practical functions.
Through graining and lacquering, the
furniture become bright and soft.
“Qingshi” fruniture is mainly used for
interior decoration. While it is made of
excellent material and finely crafted,
“Qingshi” furniture is often decorated
with overly ornate carvings, thus it is
of considerable size and have a rich
color variation. The creative furniture
design, exquisite decoration and
appropriate combination of furniture
often met the stringent requirement
for new styles, however, sometines
“Qingshi” } furniture-making
deteriorated to such an extent that the
outcome was only suitable for
utilitarian functions in the civilized
world.
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Shell--the earliest money
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Gilt bronze shell
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Guiliangian and Yibigian--evolved from the bronze shell
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Qidao-the money of Qi (the Warring States period)
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Qimingdao--a special kind of Ming-inscribed Qidao (the Warring States period)
6 KENFA. KT FAN.LET
Mingdao, Zhaodao, Qimingdao and Jianshoudao (the Warring States period)

T RENEXFED  varous cloth moneys (the Warring States period)
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Banliangqian (Qin-early Western Han)
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Elegant Qinbanliang (Qin)



