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Preface

The chapters in this proceedings named Agricultural I[nsurance
Theroies |, Experience and Problems are made up of all the papers presented
at the 1994 International Symposium on Agricultural Insurance
Development, ISAID’94, jointly sponsored by the University of
Manitoba, Northwest Agricultural University and Huazhong
Agricultural University. -The ISAID’94 was held at Northwest
Agricultural University in Yangling, Shaanxi, China on April 25-28,
1994. There were 97 people in attendance at the conference, with 20
speakers from Canada, China, U. S. A and Taiwan and 77 other
participants from different provinces of China.

~ There were many papers presented at this ISAID’94. They were of
concern to both knowledge and experience on principles, practical issues
and problems related to agricultural insurance in China and other
countries’ inc]udingy Canada and USA with emphasis on technical,
institutional , legal, financial and environmental requirements for a
sustainable agriculture. Another issue of concern of this symposium was
to help develop agricultural insurance programs in developing countries,
paving the way towards market- oriented economy. There were
proposals to supplement post secondary education and research in
agrcultural insurance. The result of this research would beneficial to the
on-going research and development of crop insurance system in
Canada.

This proceeding is comprised of all the papers presented at the
conference. Some were revised or expanded afterwards with the consent
of their authors. The chapters are organized into six categories. In the
first group, comprising of seven papers on insurance economics, the
major micro and macro impacts of risk insurance on farm decision
making and household agricultural production are identified. A second
series, comprising of 11 topics, illustrates agricultural risk management
and loss compensation. The third group, comprising of 24 articles,
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suggests various approaches to the development of agricultural
insurance. A fourth series, comprising of 11 papers, considers
operational techniques of Agricultufal insurance. The fifth series,
comprising of 2 articles, illustrates the pension insurance system. The
final group, comprising of 12 papers, shares practical experience of
agricultural insurance in China and in Canada. Four workshop
summary reports are also collected in this proceeding which are the
outgrowth of the final plenary session of the symposium.

It is anticipated that this proceedings will be useful for the wide
dissemination of ideas, practical experience, and research findings on
Agricultural insurance —not only to stimulate research on the feasibility
study on agricultural insurance in China but also to facilitate action
programs. It is hoped that action-oriented persons such as policy makers
and program planners will find this volume a useful guidance to
establish a systematic agricultural insurance program for China in the
near future.

Special thanks to the Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA) and the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada for
their financial support to help make this ISAID’94 success.

We are deeply grateful to Northwest Agricultural University, :
China and University of Manitoba, Canada for their efforts and
Contributions to the Conference. We are also grateful to Shaanxi and
Xian Branch of PICC for their support to this ISAID’94.

Appreciation and thanks also be extended to the members of the
ISAID’94 academic committee- Guozhu Tuo and C. F. Framingham,
the two co-chairpersons, Shaoqun Ding, Shenbin Yang, Xia Qi, Junqi
Hou, Jigang Wei, Yang long Li, Huiging Dong, Guangxia Ma for
organizing, editing and publishing this proceedings.

Martin H. Yeh
Professor, University of Manitoba,Canada

Guozhu Tuo
Professor, Northwest Agricultural University ,P. R. China

October. 25th, 1994
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The 1994 International Symposium on
Agricultural Insurance Development

Opening Remarks

Martin H. Yeh
Chairperson, ISAID’94

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to extend my warmest weicome to you all and thank
you for participating in this International Symposium on Agricultural
Insurance Development.

This conference seems like a dream come true to me. In
September, 1990 we held meetings with vice President Zhang Bao Wen
of NWAU and President Sun Jizhong, HAU, currently involved in
Educational Exchange Programs with our University of Manitoba and
with Mr. Liu Enzheng, genéra] manager of the Department of
Agricultural Insurance, People’s Insurance Company of China (PICC)
to discuss possibilities of organizing a inter national conference on
agricultural insurance in China. With all the hard work by many of us
during the past three years, I am very pleased that we are able to hold
this meeting in China today.

This symposium is particularly timely and significant in China, an
agricultural nation with 800 million people living in the rural afea.
Therefore, agricultural insurance appears to be particularly important,
because agricultural insurance is a feasible policy implemented by many
developing and developed countries around the World by which the
farmers can protect their income and investment from the disastrous
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effects of crop losses due to natural hazards.

The objective of the Symposium is. to share knowledge and
experience on principles, practical issues and problems related to
agricultural insurance in China. Canada, and other countries with
particular emphasis on technical, institutional. legal. financial and
environmental requirements for a sustainable agriculture. Another
objective is to strengthen human resources in the field of agricultural
insurance in China through post secondary education and research
programs on general insurance/ agricultural insurance curriculum
reforms.

At this time, 1 would like to express my gratitude to many
individuals and organizations who helped to make this conference
possible.

First, 1 would like to thank the Chinese host organizations, the
NWAU and HAU. In particular, Professor Zhang Bac Wen and
Professor Sun Jizhong, Professor Tuo Guo Zhu, and Mr. Wei
Jinggang., NWAU, for their assistance with program development and
local arrangements of the conference.

On the Canadian side, 1 would like to thank Dean J. I. Elliot, Dr.
J. A. MacMillan of the University of Manitoba, Dr. Gilles Lavoie and
Dr. Michael Ellis of Agriculture Canada, Dr. Neil Hamilton of
Manitoba Crop Insurance Corporation for their support and
participation.

The conference could not have become a reality without the
financial support from several organizations. I would like to specially
thank CIDA/ AUCC for partial funding of this conference. The
NWAU/UM also provided to us its generous support. I am especially
grateful to Mr. Valdemar Larsen of AUCC for his effort and support
for the National Element activities of our linkage projects including his
Conference.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone of you for accepting the
invitation to participate in this conference. The conference cannot
succeed without your time and efforts-in preparing and delivering the
papers.

I hope you all will enjoy the conference and workshops, the
formal papers, the informal discussion and exchanges and most of ali,
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the friendship and Chinese hospitality.

I will now introduce the next speaker. During the last three years
of negotiation and preparation. the Department of Agricultural
Economics and Farm Management of the University of Manitoba had
strong support and endorsement in this Symposium on Agricultural
Insurance. Today, we are grateful to have Dr. J. A. MacMillan who
came all the way from Winnipeg, Canada to represent the University of
Manitoba at this conference. Dr. MacMillan is the Head of the
Department of Agricultural Economics and Farm Management at the

University of Manitoba. Now, I would like to ask Dr. MacMillan to
say a few words.



