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INTRODUCTION

Being influenced by the trend of freedom
thought in the times of Wei and Jin,literati
came to the social stage in an anti-tradi-
tional manner, Forming an association to
comment on personage, getting together to
de bate with each other,drinking excessively
and taking /Han-Shi-San’, not caring about
clothes with bare body,despising etiquette,
indulging in sensual pleasures---they put
many contrary moral characters togethef wi—
thin themselves such as cynicism and rigo-
rism, freedom, openness and autocracy,ossi-
fication, lieniency and wilfulness, benefactor
and extravagance, and so on, In an interes
ting touches, the auther gives a bizarre his—
torical Live picture and revealed the ago-
nized inner world of the literati and offi-
cialdom, Full and accurate in materials,new
and original in view, it is an excellent book

which absorbed the strictness of historical
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science, wisdom of philosophy and beauty
of literature, It has a high value for refe-
rence to the sociological, literary and art
workers, At the same time,it is also afasc¢i-
nating book for the general readers because
of its following characteristicsy full of wit
and humor, explaining the profound in si-
mple term, appealing to both the more and

less cultured,
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