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The Strange Harpooner

y name is Ishmael. I have always loved

the sea! Therefore, when I need to get
away for a while, I often hire omio a ship. Life at
sea is a welcome break from my job as a
schoolteacher. I love traveling to exotic places
and I love the hard work.

Usually I sign onto a merchant ship. But this
time I wanted to try something new. So, I
decided to travel to the island of Nantucket.
There I planned to join a whaling ship's crew,
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I reached New Bedford in December and it
was cold. I was tired and ready to get on a ship.
But first, I had to take a boat fromn New Bedlord
to Nantucket. Unfortunately, I was so late. The
last boat had already sailed.

“What time does the first boat leave tomor-
row?” I asked. 1 didn’t realize what day it was.

“Tomorrow’ s Sunday, ~ said the man at the

docks. “No boat will sail. The earliest boat will

#leave on Monday morning. You' 1l have to find a
place to stay for two nights. "

L hadn’t counted on this, so I hadn't brought
much money. I knew that I' d have to find some
place cheap to stay.

Near the docks was a run-down boarding
house. The sign said the name of the place was
The Spouter Inn.
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The Spouter Inn didn’t look like a pleasant
place to stay. Still, 1 was pretty sure it was the
only place I could afford.

I stepped into the inn and looked around. The
wall to my right was covered in weapons. On the
left wall was a picture of a sinking ship. The
design of the bar looked like a whale's open
mouth. The bartender looked like he was stand-
ing inside the whale’s mouth. At first, I couldn't
decide if I should stay. Then, 1 made up my
mind and slowly approached the bar.



