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Developing Packaging Industry
and Promoting Economic Prosperity

Zhao Weichen

Deputy Director of the State Economic
Commission and Vice-Chairman of China

Packaging Technology Association

Packaging industry,as an inseperatable component part of commodity production,
plays an important role in protecting and popularizing commodities and promoting
economic prosperity. The importance is shown more clearly especially in the situ-
ation where our national economy is developing rapidly,living standard of the people
rising gradually and foreign trade expanding unceasingly, Packaging industry,as com-
prehensive embodiment of industrial technological level, deals with a wide range of
other industries, so a fairly high technological level should be suited to it, and the
development of packaging industry can also stimulate other industries,

Packaging industry is a developing one in China.In order to meet the requireme-
nts of domestic and foreign trade, over the past few years, China Packaging Te-
chnology Association and China National Packaging Corporation were established in
the spirit of instructions of leaders of the State Council, They have done much and
obtained initial results, Firstly, learned some efficient experience from abroad, inve-
stigated packaging trade throughout the country and drawn up its general planning,
Secondly, enhanced the propaganda of the significance of packaging work, compiled
packaging yearbook and published various kinds of magazines and other materials.
Thirdly, undertaken technical transformation for packaging research institutes and
enterprises, prepared to establish our country’s test centre for scientific research in
co-operated with France,set up China National Packaging Science and Technology
Research Institute and on its basis prepared to organize a packaging technical devel-
opment .centre, In the past three years, they have applied 165 million yuan of med-
ium-and short-term bank loans, 18.53 million yuan of technical transformational
measure expenses and 2,25 million yuan of new techniques spreading expenses, apart
from 4.6 million US dollars for technical transformation in 127 packaging enterpri-
ses, thus productive capacity at various packaging enterprises have been raised
evidently. Fourthly, principal packaging trade system has been formed, Up to now,
packaging technology associations have been set up in twenty-three provinces, munic-
ipalities and autonomous regions and packaging corporations established in eight of
those areas, Under China National Packaging Corporation, there are a branch incl-

uding seven factories and plants, seventeen cooperated enterprises as well as one spec-



ialized company, that makes our packaging industry an independent trade and also
a component part of the whole industrial production, But the production and techni-
cal level in packaging industry of our country is still rather low, the total output
value in our present packaging industry reaches 9 billion yuan, onfy 1 per cent of the
whole national economy, which can only deal with about 50 per cent of the require-
ments, But the total output value of packaging industry in developed capitalist coun-
tries occupies about 2 per cent of gross nationmal product, Our packaging industry
can not satisfy domestic and foreign trade, and breakage, rottonness and deterioration
of goods appear frequently, causing 10 billion yuan losses of the state annually., If
the total output value of our packaging industry can reach 1.5 per cent or 20 billion
yuan of the whole national economy, we can decrease half of the mentioned losses,

which we should manage to realize,

In order to improve the technology of our packaging industry as quick as
possible to decrease losses of the state and bring about a prosperous economy in our
country, it is imperative to take efficient measures,

Firstly, quicken the steps of technical transformation. Our country sees small
packaging enterprises and backward technical equipment and production techniques,
Small enterprises occupy 98.5 per cent, technicians and engineers are only 1,39 per
cent of the total staff members, lower than 3.44 per cent of the average proportion of
the whole country’s enterprises, In the days to come, different kinds of forms should
be adopted, namely leasing, partnership, joint adventure, purchase of second-hand
equipment and compensation trade, to introduce advanced technology and equipment
from foreign countries in transformation of packaging enterprises,

Secondly, enhance scientific research and personnel training. Efforts should be made
to run well the national test centre, the research institute and the packaging technical
development centre, meanwhile, we need to organize packaging research forces the
country through to improve the research work. As for personnel training, importance
should be attached to school education, and it is especially necessary for enterprises
in various parts of China to hold training classes and offer study courses, for the
purpose of raising technical and management level of our workers and staff members,

Thirdly, implement conscienciously the instructions of leaders of the State Coucil,
continue to improve the management of experimental units and make a new breakth-
rough in reform of the system,

Fourthly, enhance leadership, Packaging industry is an inseperatable component
part related to other industries, we hope various departments and sections. will
concern themselves with it, In spirit of recent instruction of Comrade Wan Li,
leaders in charge of economic management at all levels must take packaging work
seriously, which should be strenghened, not weakened, The work should be improved
in the areas where packaging association or packaging corporation have already been
established. In the places without these organizations, trade management department
should be established as quick as possible according to the local situation in: packa-
ging industry. In the days to come, we need to make out rules and regulations and
standards., These will help us to distinguish responsible limits of different depa-
rtments, ensure goods quality and reduce losses in order to develop China’s packa-
ging industry as quick as possible, :
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Compilers’ Notes

1. Two years have past since the first publishing of CHINA PACKAGING
YEARBOOK in 1982. Over the past two years China’s packaging industry has deve-
loped tremendously,which all packaging workers have experienced. As the compiler,we
hope the book can offer much more information about the field and turns out to be
a practical desk reference book for broad masses of packaging workers. For these
purposes, a slight alteration has been made in the arrangements of the present book.
The present book is divided into eight parts apart from the preface. Packaging Sta-
tistics & Data contains main statistical data of our country’s packaging industry
in 1982; Documents of the National Congress includes some documents of the
Second National Congress of China Packaging Technology Association; Work Summary
and Future Plan deals with work summaries of the sub-commissions of CPTA,
packaging associations at different provinces, municipalities, autonomous regions and
other cities, and some typical units; A Selection of Monographs & Theses collects
comparatively typical works from different parts of the country, introducing and
approaching the development of China’s packaging industry; Double Excellents Eva-
luation introduces excellent packaging workers and excellent packaging products eva-
luated and chosen from meetings both at national and regional levels; Packaging
Exhibitions gives a summary of 1983 Beijing Multi-nation and Hongkong Region
Packaging Machinery Exhibition and Transport Packaging Exhibition of Some Com-
modities sponsored by the Ministry of Commerce; News and Trend Report gives news
about packaging meetings, new products and new techniques across the country; and
Foreign Technical Seminar provides a certain number of investigation reports on
overseas visit, On the other hand, the repetition and emptiness in some work reports
and summaries are cancelled. Through these arrangements, we would like to stress
the principle points and provides more useful materials,

9. According to the compiling practice at home and abroad, the year number
of yearbook usually refers to the year when the book is published, that is to say,
it is a reference book containing the materials of the previous year. So we decide,
starting from this year, to make a relevent change. The present issue is named THE
1983-1984 CHINA PACKAGING YEARBOOK, providing materials of the year 1983,

3. The 1981 and 1982 editions of the CHINA PACKAGING YEARBOOK
contain a list of enterprises introducing relative packaging organs and enterprises.
In accordance with readers’ suggestions, we plan to issue the part, starting from
this year, once three years, so this part is omitted in the 1984 edition.

4. For the convenience of foreign readers, the titles of all articles and abstracts
of theses and monographs in English are available in the present edition,

5. We wish to express our hearty thanks to provincial and municipal packaging
associations, packaging companies, enterprises and individuals for their invaluable
assistance, without that the book will not appear so soon. Owing to lack of experi-
ence, we should be very glad to hear from readers who find mistakes or who have
criticisms and suggestions of any kind.

The Board of Editors of

CHINA PACKAGING YEARBOOK
April 20, 1984
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