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Preface

Arid and semi-arid agriculture is one of the major types of
agriculture in China, especially in the Northwest, which is poor and
eco-fragile. It is of strategic importance for the Chinese Government in
achieving food security and poverty »alle.viation in the country.

In 1996, the world was preparing for the World Food Summit,
where solutions to the world hunger were to be discussed. The most
challenging work facing the Chinese Government before the end of
this century is that there is still a large population, at least 58 million
people, who do not have sufficient food and clothing. The challenge of
alleviating poverty is particularly source in the northwestern provinces.

The main causes of the poverty in Northwest China are the harsh
natural conditions, the combined pressures of population growth and
lack of water resources for agricultural development. The five
provinces and autonomous regions account for almost one quarter of
China’s territory. The annual precipitation is below 400 mm and high
evaporation arée common in many places of the region. Serious desert
encroachment and soil erosion further exacerbate the problems.
Agricultural production is very difficult. Many people are still living
_ below the poverty line set by the State.

The Chinese Government has been giving continuous support to
poverty alleviation (PA) in these two regions - the Northwest and the
Southwest. Large Government PA funding has been earmarked for the
increasing income generation. In response to the Chinese Government
strategy and efforts for the poverty alleviation in the Northwest, four
years ago, UNDP approved one of its biggest programmes in China:
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CPR/91/110 - Arid and Semi-Arid Area Agriculture Development in
Northwest China. In addition to the huge Government funding, UNDP
provided 8.5 million US dollars to assist 8 research institutes, 6
agricultural middle schools and 1 university in the provinces and
autonomous regions of Shaanxi, Qinghai, Gansu, Ningxia and
Xinjiang. The programme was approved late 1993 and actually started
early 1994. The programme consisting of 6 projects, aims at poverty
alleviation, food production and sustainable agricultural development.
The signing of the Programme Action Plan for the Establishment of
Demonstration and Extension Counties in 1995 systematically and
extensively promoted these objectives. The programme supports the
scientists, teachers and government officials in research, teaching and
managing sustainable agricultural technologies. This we call it capacity
building, but our assistance was not confined within the laboratories
and campuses. Application and dissemination of sustainable
agricultural technologies and practices have been extended to the
villages and poor households. 25 demonstration and extension counties
were established in the region. In every process, women participation
“and development was a pre-condition for the activity design and
implementation. ;

The project titled “Research, Demonstration and Extension of
Sustainable Farming Systems for Rainfed Agriculture” is one of the
projects under the programme. The project covers three provinces
(Gansu, Qinghai and Shaanxi) and two autonomous regions (Ningxia
and Xinjiang), all in the Northwest. As a result, the project has made
substantial in improving the capability of the institutions and to the
poverty alleviation of local farmers that participated in the
demonstration and extension activities. About 100 suitable and
practicable agricultural technologies has been introduced - and
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developed by the project institutions and these technologies have been
extended to 80% houscholds in the demonstration areas. Water use
efficiency has already been increased by 24% or more, soil erosion of
cultivated land reduced by 20--40%, forest coverage increased to 16%.
Per unit yield of grain has been increased by 24% and per capita in
come increased by 26~31%, about 20~30% of poor households has
eradicated the poverty.

| hope the publishing of this special issue Project Achievement
Report can firstly provide guidelines for developing and disseminating
agricultural technologies to households extensively and managing the
international projects; and secondly, it may encourage the broad
masses of scientists and technical personnel, and international agencies
as well to pay forward attention to agricultural development in the
Northwest China at the turn of the next century.

RN NN

Arthur N. Holcombe
Resident Representative, UNDP Beijing
February 20, 1998
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