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Caesar the Ruler

G EHTE K

Caegsar s @ great rufer. He changed the course or the history or
whe Greco-Koman wordl gecisively and hrreversily He was great
beyond the requirements 07 Als political ambrition He showed 8 Aliman
SPRTaLE! reatniess m s generosity to fis defeated ogponents On
whe o) FATIG 1S rilings were OF outstanding fterary merit

Caesar® changed the course of the history of the Greco-Roman
world decisively and /rreversibly (# 4k 2 #%3t). The Greco-Roman
society has been extinc# (%) for so long that most of the names
of its great men mean little to® the average, educated modern man.
But Coesar's name, like Alexander's, is still on people’s lips

@ fefi: HELEM. BGERAER. BdhREn, HETREESE, Sy (S
FIRICY. CAiRicy %
@ mean litile to sb.: be of no importance or value to sb, -+ 7 {4 o, & TEH:




throughout the Christian and Islamic worlds. Even people who know
nothing of Caesar as a historic personality are familiar with his
family name as a title signifying a ruler who is in some sense uniquely
supreme or paramount—the meaning of Kaiser in German, “tsar” in
the Slavonic languages, and "qaysar” in the languages of the Islamic
world.

Caesar's gens (clan) name, Julius (Iulius), is also familiar in the
Christian worid; for in Caesar’s lifetime the Roman month Quintilis,
in which he was born, was renamed “July” in his honor. This name has
survived, as has Caesar's reform of the calendar. The old Roman
calendar was inaccurate and manipulated for political purposes.
Caesar's calendar, the Julian calendar, is still partially in force in
the Eastern Orthodox Christian countries; and the Gregorian
calendar, now in use in the West, is the Julian, slightly corrected by
Pope Gregory XIII.

Caesar was not and is not lovable. His generosity to defeated
opponents, magnanimous though it was, did not win their affection.
He won his soldiers’ devotion by the victories that his intellectual
ability, applied to warfare, breught them. Yet, though not lovable,
Caesar was and is attractive, indeed fascinating. His political
achlevemenf r‘eaumed ablh‘rv in effec‘r® amounhna to genius n

mwmmmwm

In all these, Caesar was a supreme virfuoso (¥ 7,48 #469 A)._But
] ta thi i
been the supr reat that @

Caesar was great beyond—and even in conflict with—the
requirements of his political ambition. He showed a human spiritual
greatness in his generosity to defeated opponents, which was partly
responsible for his assassination (# #). Another field in which
Caesar's genius went far beyond the requirements of his political
ambition was his writings. Of these, his speeches, letters, and
pamphlets are lost. Only his accounts (both incomplete and

@ in effect: in fact SEFF.E




supplemented by other hands) of the Gallic War and the civil war
survive. Caesar ranked as a masterly public specker in an age in
which he was in competition first with Hortensius and then with
Cicero,

All Caesar's speeches and writings, lost and extant (M4369),
apparently served political purposes. He turned his funeral orations
for his wife and for his aunt to account®, for political propaganda.
His accounts of his wars are subtly contrived to make the
unsuspecting reader see Caesar's acts in the light that Caesar
chooses. The accounts are written in the form of terse, dry, factual
reports that look impersonal and objective, yet every recorded fact
has been carefully selected and presented. As for the lost Anticato,
a reply to Cicero's eulogy (%) of Caesar's dead opponent Marcus
Porcius Cato?, it is a testimony to® Caesar's political insight that he
made the time to write it, in spite of the overwhelming military,
administrative, and legislative demands on him. He realized that
Cato, in giving his life for his cause (46), had made himself
posthumously into a much more potent political force than he had
ever been in his iifetime. Caesar was right, from his point of view, to
try to put salt on Cato's tail®. He did not succeed, however. For the
next 150 years, Cato the martyr continued to be a nuisance,
sometimes a menace (& Ab), to Caesar's successors.

The mark of Caesar’s genius in his writings is that though they
were written for propaganda, they are nevertheless of outstanding
literary merit. A reader who has seen through their prosaic (% % %
#9) purpose can ignore it and appreciate them as splendid works of
art. Caesar's most amazing characteristic is his energy, intellectual
and physical. He prepared his seven books on the Gallic War for
publication in 51 when he still had serious revolts in Gaul on his

@ turn sth. to account: use sth.F| -

@ Cato: 0B (3 95—87 46), HF LEOARE, AME 2 %%, GRS, FRMEK
wHEME &,

@ atestimony to sth.: evidence in support of sth. %+« ) I 5 18487

@ putsalt on one’s tail: HFfl, FEBE



hands, and he wrote his books on the civil war and his Anticato in the
hectic (1 2.99) years between 49 and 44. His physical energy was of
the same order. For instance, in the winter of 57—56 he found time
to visit his third province, Illyria, as well as Cisalpine Gaul; and in the
interval between his campaigns of 55 and 54 he transacted public
business in Cisalpine Gaul and went to Illyria to settle accounts
with® the Pirustae, a turbulent tribe in what is now Albania. In 49 he
marched, within a single campaigning season, from the Rubicon to
Brundisium and from Brundisium to Spain. At Alexandria, probably
aged 53, he saved himself from sudden death by his prowess (3£ A,
#97 4k) as a swimmer.

This cool-headed man of genius undoubtedly changed the
course of history at the western end of the Old World. By
figuidating (7 ) the scandalous and bankrupt rule of the Roman

obilit the Ro te—a ith it + reco-Roma
civilization—a reprieve that lasted for more than 600 years in the
ast and for mor Q vears in t [ st, Bl

Caesar substituted for the Roman ofigarchy (£ % #i4) an autocracy
(% #/#78) that could never afterward be abolished. If he had not
done this when he did it, Rome and the Greco-Roman world might
have succumbed, before the beginning of the Christian era, to®
barbarian invaders in the West and to the Parthian Empire in the
East. The prolongation of the life of the Greco-Roman civilization
had important historical effects. Under the Roman Empire the Near
East was impregnated with® Hellenism (% # %4) for six or seven
more centuries. But for this the Hellenic (% # #) element might not
have been present in sufficient strength to make its decisive impact
on Christionity and Islam, Gaul, too, would have sunk deeper into
barbarism when the Franks overran it, if it had not been associated
with the civilized Mediterranean world for more than 500 years as a

@ settle/square accounts with: [i]--- 47 &
@ succumb to sth.: yield JEM- -
@ impregnate sth. with sth.: cause sth. to be affected or influenced in every part by sth, f§---
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result r's c )

Caesar's political achievement was limited. Its effects were
confined to the western end of the Old World and were
comparatively short-lived (3% #3) by Chinese or ancient Egyptian
standards. The Chinese state founded by Shi Huang Ti in the 3rd
century BC still stands, and its future may be still greater than its

past._Yet, even if Caesar were to prove to have been of lesser
stature than this Chinese colossus, he would still remain a giant by

ari ith t ings.®? (1,094 words)
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Virgil the Poet
HFANEET R

Uirgd 15 @ poet whom Dante had studied careridly and 1rom
whom he had acquired his poetic Style the beauty oF which has
browgit fim mich honor To Dante Virkgl Is the poet of the Roman
Empoirg & subject OF greadt importance and he s a poet who fas
Lecome 3 S8q5/0, 4 58ge. OF moral teacher

Virgil was regarded by the Romans as their greatest poet, an
estimation that subsequent generations have upheld. His fame rests
chiefly upon® the Aeneid ( {425 4742) ), which fells the story of
Rome's legendary founder and proc/aims (% % ) the Roman mission to
civilize the world under divine guidance. His reputation as a poet
endures (3§4%) not only for the music and diction of his verse and
for his skill in constructing an intricate work on the grand scale but

@ rest upon: depend on K3



