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Take a look at the heads of the animals on these two pages. Are
they all the same? Yes and no. Yes, each animal has ears, eyes, a mouth,
and a nose. But no, they don’t have the same kind of mouth and nose.
Why? Because, through many thousands of years, the animals’ bodies slowly
changed. The giraffe is a good example of evolution. With its long neck, it
reaches food at the top of trees. Then it pulls the branches to its mouth.
Finally, with special teeth like a comb, it can quickly strip the leaves off the
branches.
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The chimpanzee uses facial expres-
sions for communication, For example,
a mouth with closed lips can mean “I am
not very happy”. An open mouth show-
ing top and bottom teeth can mean I
am frightened”,
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Dogs and rabbits have highly developed senses of smell and touch. They
communicate with each other by using pheromones (scent from their bodies).
And the sensitive hairs on their faces help the animals to find their way in

the dark.
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The hippopotamus also uses
its mouth for communication.
Here, with mouth wide open, it is
warning another hippo and saying
“Go away!”
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Whose mouths are these? Can you guess? They all belong to carnivores
(meat-eaters).
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A long time ago the “king of beasts” lived in northem India, the Middle
East, and even in Europe. Today, the lion lives only in Africa, and in one
nature reserve in north-west India. In fact, there are very few lions left in
the world. In the past, hunters killed them and kept their heads and skins
as trophies. Nowadays, lion hunting is strictly controlled.
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This dog’s mouth contains sharp teeth
like the lion's. The teeth tell a story about
the dog’s evolution. His ancestors needed
these teeth for killing and eating prey.
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The frog is an amphibian, which means it can live
on land and in water. It is a carnivore, but it doesn’t
have any teeth. This is because frogs catch mainly
soft animals like worms and snails. So why is a frog’s
mouth so big? Perhaps because it is like a sound-box,
adapted for communication. Frogs can “sing” and
make many different sounds.
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The crocodile uses its power-
ful jaws and sharp teeth for
catching prey such as buffalo,
zebra, and other animals. It pulls
the unlucky animal under water
and drowns it. It tears pieces of
meat off by twisting the animal
over and over. The crocodile must
swallow whole pieces because it
can’t chew. Sometimes, some of
the crocodile’s teeth fall out. Bur this doesn’t matter, because new ones
soon grow. Crocodiles always have a lot of teeth.
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Lions communicate with their whole bodies, but especially with their
faces. They can show anger, fear, and contentment.

Lions also make different noises that mean different things. A snarl
means they are attacking another animal, or defending their cubs (young
lions). A roar keeps lions in touch

over long distances. And a roar can
mark territory.

Lions have very good noses.
Their highly developed sense of
smell gives them information
about animals nearby, especially

other lions and lionesses.
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Dogs can make a lot of noise with
their loud bark. But these animals are
not as loud as lions. People often
keep guard dogs to protect their
homes. Most dogs prefer not to
fight if possible. A barking dog
is saying “Go away!”.
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The male frog on this leaf is calling to the female frogs
in the water. He attracts them by croaking. But he is not
alone. Hundreds of other male frogs are croaking with him.
They sound like small motorbike engines.
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This crocodile is opening its huge mouth,

but it isn’t making a noise. Instead, it is Jy

probably keeping cool. Water from the g sy~
skin inside the mouth evaporates and Ko
cools the crocodile. Or perhaps the crocodile wants clean

teeth. It is inviting birds to find bits of food in its teeth.
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Body talk
As well as making noises with their mouths,
many animals “ralk” with their bodies and
tails. This dog wants to play.
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The chameleon is a kind of lizard. Like
crocodiles and snakes, lizards belong to the
reptile group of animals. They evolved from
amphibians millions of years ago.

A chameleon is a good
hunter. Its success depends on
three things: camouflage, stillness,
and speed. The prey doesn’t see the
chameleon, which cleverly camouflages
itself. This means the colour of its skin can
be the same as its surroundings. It waits patiently
for food to come along, turning its eyes in every direction.
And all the time it remains as still as a rock. Then,
suddenly, a long, sticky tongue shoots out of its mouth. Quick
as a flash, the tongue and prey are back in the chameleon’s
mouth.
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A tongue like a gun

A chameleon’s tongue shoots out of its mouth like a
bullet from a gun. But catching insects in this way is
Jifficult, and baby chameleons are often unsuccessful.
It takes a lot of practice to become a good insect hunter.
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Cats also have useful tongues. The
cat in the picture is washing its head.
It is using its paw as a cleaning cloth.
Cats spend a lot of time keeping clean.
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The gecko is another kind of lizard. Here, it
is using its tongue for cleaning its eyes. Unlike
the cat, the gecko doesn’t use its feet for cleaning.
But the gecko’s feet are unusual in another way:
they can grip (hold on t0) any surface, even glass.
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All snakes are carnivores. They swallow their meals whole because they
cannot chew. This is why they need special jaws that open very wide. The
snake in the picture is swallowing a whole egg. Snakes do not have ears.
They “hear” by feeling vibrations through the ground. And they can “taste”
the air with their tongues. In this way they get information about their
prey, even in complete darkness.

Many snakes have an
extra sense, called a heat sensor.
With this, they can detect a change in
temperature. So warm-blooded animals are never safe near hungry snakes.
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Unlike the snake, this monkey is not interested
in swallowing an egg. But it is thinking about
breakfast. It’s a fine morning in a forest in
Venezuela. Time to look for food. But first,
the monkey must open its mouth and howl.
Why? Because it is a howler monkey. The

howl is a warning sound. It tells other

monkeys in the forest to stay away, because
howler monkeys are territorial.
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A spotted hyena looks like a very large
dog. But hyenas are not part of the dog
family. Their closest relatives are
aardwolves.

Hyenas are clever hunters. They hunt
in small packs (groups) of 10-30 hyenas.
Good senses of hearing and sight help them
catch animals at night. They can run many
kilometres and still not get tired. After the
kill, the hunters begin to eat. At this time,
they make their strange laughing sounds.
They are often called “laughing hyenas”
because of this noise.

Spotted hyenas don’t waste food. They
can eat nearly all of their prey. How do
they do this? Look for the answer in the
skull below, with its powerful biting jaws.
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Powerful biters

Spotted hyenas have very strong jaws.
They can crush and chew large bones and
other hard parts of their prey. Even lions
can’t do this.
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There are more than 350 species (kinds) of shark. Some of them are
enormous, many are small, and most are harmless.

The hammerhead has a strange head. Its eyes are at the end of two
wings shaped like hammers. Sharks often lose teeth. But this doesn’t mat-
ter because inside the large mouth there are several rows of teeth. Another
tooth is always there, ready to replace the lost one. A shark can use more
than 20,000 teeth in its lifetime.
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Like human beings, hamsters have only one row of teeth at the top and
one row at the bottom. But their teeth are not the same as ours because
they never stop growing. Luckily, hamsters eat a lot of
hard food such as cereal grains, seeds, and roots.
Continual gnawing (biting and chewing) keeps the
hamster’s teeth short.

AR -FE, SR ST LT HHET &, (B2 5RINAR
R, EIMFERATR LK [ k. #8300, CRY
%R LRI L. Phangs Kb, Rh TR, HRZERE, %
A TR A s &AL B G SR ET
kXK.




Turtles don’t have problems with teeth. The reason is simple — they
don’t have any! Instead of teeth, they have jaws with very hard, bony edges.
They use these for biting and chewing. But their food is easy to bite, so
teeth aren’t necessary. Turtles eat mainly shellfish and worms. Many turtles
also eat plants.
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How to catch a fish with a “worm”
An alligator snapping turtle has a tongue that looks like a
worm. 1t can trap its prey with this false worm. The turtle
lies completely still on the seafloor with its mouth open.
A fish swims past and sees the “worm”. It tries to carch the
worm. Snap! Too late!
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