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Ms.Zhuang Shouhong,was born in 1938 inYung
zhou. Jiang Su Province.She graduated in 1964 from
Department of Chinese Painting,Central Academy of
Fine Arts under the instruction of Li Kuchan,Guo
Weiqu and Li Kenan.Presently Associate Professor at
Central Institute of Arts and Craftsmember of
Chinese Association of Fine Arts Association of
Oriental Art Exchange.

Works exhibited,published and collected:

1981 Spring Blossoms on a Moonlight River,Bei-
jing-Tokyo Exhibition.

1984 Xing Qiji, the Poet of Song Dynasty. prize
winner in Arts Exhibition Commemorating Guan-
gming Daily in National Art Gallery. .

1986 Playing Fish, Joint Exhibition of China,
Japan and Soviet Union.

1987 Dawning flowers, prize winner in Modern
Ink Painting Exhibition in Japan.

1987 The World of the Dragon, Sino-Japanese
Cultural Exchange Program Tokyo-Beijing Exhi-
bition.

1989 Misty Rain on Dongting Lake, The Best
Colletion of Chinese Female Painters, exhibited in
four cities in Japan.

1990 Green Mountains and Rivers, large land-
scape Painting for Chinese Embassy in Australia
co-painted with Mr Li Chunhai.

1990 The Dazzling Banna, Third Ink Painting
Exhibition it International Art Gallery. Beijing.

1991 Golden Spring,Exhibition of Seven Woman
Painters in Academy of Chinese Fine Arts, Beijing.

1992 Sprouts, Exhibition in Hong Kong and
Singapore,Central Institute .of Arts and Crafts.

' "Ms.Zhuang Shouhong * s name appears in Who ' s
Who of Modern Chinese Artists.
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HER ROAD EXTENDS IN
SOUNDLESS CULTIVATION

She is cool and meditative,a temperament that
bears evident traces of past years of turbulent life
and hardship. Alongside of such apparent re-
straint,however,her youthful creative enthusiasm
remains untarnished; its edge sharpened as her
vision broadened and her observation became
more penetrating through the storms. She drew
inspiration everywhere her heart turned to from
azaleas of Jinggang Mountains to swamps in
Hubei, torrential waters in the Three Gorges, and
virgin forests of Xishuangbanna.

Observers of Zhuang Shouhong’s works are
impressed by her ability to capture the essence of
such vast objects.Appropriate assessment was
accorded her by the late great master Liu
Haisu,who wrote in his book ”On Arts”that
Zhuang Shouhong”has a woman’s brush that emits
poetry of masculine power.”She values her work as
dearly as her own life. "A good painting “says
Zhuang,”ought to convey the message in a manner
that ig vivid,natural,simple and graceful.”Such
lofty standards should have been what kept up her
endeavors at self perfection,and it is not surprising
to find in her studio collections of classical
Chinese painters such as Shi Tao,Zhu Da and Wu
Changshuo alongside of world masters including
Van Cohg,Matisse and Picassa.

Uninhibited imagination plus thorough maste-
ry of artistic technique——these are what made
Zhuang such a versatile artist. Her initial spec-
iality was bird-and — flower;later she acquired
mastery in all aspects including landscape and
portraiture,and she is as sophisticated in freehand
as in meticulous brushworks,the two major varie-
ties of Chinese painting technique. Zhuang’s works
make up a kaleidoscopic multitude of methods of
creation by the brush. Most works impress the
spectator with power and grandeur,others revert

to depiction of the delicate and graceful:still
others brim with the charm of primitive naivety or
fascinate with an implicit humor. Among her
works that won extensive acclaim in China and
abroad are”Xing Qiji, the Poet of Song Danysty”,”
Spring Blossoms on a Moonlight River”,"The
World of the Dragon””Dazzling Banna””The
Playing Fish”,”Lady Gongsun in Her Sword Da-
nce”,"Penglai Isle”,"The North Sea”,and “Green
Mountains”(a joint creation).

Zhuang Shouhong’s purpose is unequivocal:
paint the world as observed by the aesthetic eye of
a contemporary Chinese. Avoiding the doldrum of
stereotyped Chinese traditional style and the
flashy display of skill, Shouhong has succeeded in
her endeavors to employ modern means of artistic
representation for the impersonation of"poetry in a
painting”and”the subjective integrating with the
objective” mystiques of traditional Chinese
scholastic art.

Tlustration of this can be found in her three
pieces:"The Playing Fish”,"The World of the
Dragon”,and”The North Sea”.all on the fish motif,
As a result of different angles of observation and
methods of lay-out,however,the units of the trilogy
are characterized respectively by harmonious si-
mplicity,insurmountable power,and the momentum
of the multitude.

Habitually reticent and indifferent to fame,
Zhuang Shouhong devotes what she considers
feeble but persistent efforts to building a bridge
that joins the traditional culture with the modern,
and she enjoys the undertaking. Soundlessly she
keeps cultivating and opening up, and her road
extends, forever Forward‘

BO WU

2.1992.Beijing.
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THE PAINTINGS OF
ZHUANG SHOUHONG
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