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Passage 1

Few countries have had such a troubled history as
Poland; it has had the misfortune to be a buffer (&) state
between Russia and Germany, and as a result parts of it

have, at various times, belonged to Austria, Germany and
Russia. Too often Poland has been a battlefield for foreign
powers. In spite of their great sufferings the Poles have al-
ways been a courageous and artistic people. From Poland
came the musician Chopin and scientist Marie Curie. From
Poland also came dances like the mazurka and polonaise and
many folk songs.

Lying as it does in the centre of Europe (it is actually
halfway between the Atlantic Ocean and the Ural Mountains
), Poland is something of mixture. In some ways it is similar
to Germany and in others to Russia. This applies (Xf:+++-+ &
i) not only to its people but also to its geography.
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. Poland was _______in the history.

A. troubled by the civil problem

B. a very weak state

C. ruled by the foreign countries

D. a very small country

. Foreign countries often ______ in Poland.
A. fought wars

B. carried out researches

C. had drills

D. opened up fields

. Though it suffered greatly, Poland was a country with

A. a long history

B. developed culture

C. a strong power

D. wide land

. Poland has deep relations with .
A. England and France

B. Austria and Russia

C. France and Austria

D. Germany and Russia




Passage 2
Fame troubled Marie Curie and also her husband, be-

cause science was their world and in this world of science

fame and honour to persons had no value. One day when a
writer for a newspaper tried to ask Marie about herself and
her thoughts and her beliefs. She answered him: “In science
we must be interested in things, not in persons.” Much of
the real character and spirit of this unusual woman is found in
these few words, which she was later often to repeat. One
evening, at a big party, a friend asked her if she would like
to meet the King of Greece, who was also a guest. She an-
swered in her simple manner: “I don't see the value of it.”
Then, seeing that she had hurt the feelings of her friend, she
quickly added: “But. ..but. . .of course, I shall do whatever
you please. Just as you please. "

1. What was valuable to Marie Curie?
A. Science and research. B. Fame and honour.
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C. Character and spirit. D. Persons and things.
. The writer for a newspaper was interested in __
A. things B. Marie Curie

C. Marie Curie's husband D. persons

. Why did Marie Curie’s friend suggest she meet the King of
Greece? Because her friend
A. came from Greece B. was an official

C. enjoyed meeting great persons i

D. knew the King of Greece well

. What do you think might have happened between Marie

Curie and the King of Greece?

A. The King was angry with Marie Curie.

B. For the sake of her friend, Marie Curie met the King
of Greece.

C. The King wrote a letter to invite Marie Curie to his
country.

D. Marie Curie held another party for the King.

. According to Mari€'s character and spirit, we should .

A. fix our attention upon our work and study

B. always attend parties and meetings

C. sing high praise for officials and officers

D. try hard to get fame and honour
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Passage 3

The disaster at the Chernobyl (former USSR} power
station happened swiftly and without warning. It was in the
early hours of April 26, 1986 when the cooling system of the
reactor failed. Minutes later, a violent explosion blew the top
off the reactor and blasted a huge cloud of radicactive gas
high into the atmosphere. Two people were killed immediate-
ly. Hundreds received massive radiation overdoses (i1 &) .
And more than 25, 000 had to be evacuated from their
homes.

Days later, the radicactive cloud had spread as far as
Scotland. Its radiation was weak, but all over Europe ra-
dioactive rain was falling. In some areas people were advised
not to eat fresh vegetables, or drink fresh milk, and the sale
of meat was forbidden.

The accident at Chernobyl was the world's worst nuclear
accident. In Britain, it convinced many people that all nucle-

" ar power stations should be shut down for good. But the Cen-
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tral Electricity Generating Board didn't agree. They claimed
that:

. similar disasters could not happen in Britain because of
safer designs.

. fewer deaths are caused using nuclear fuel than by
mining for coal or drilling for cil and gas.

. nuclear accidents are rare compared with other types
of accidents-such as air crashers, fires or dam collapses.

. more nuclear power stations are essential because the
worlds supplies of oil, coal and natural gas are running out.

In 1957 in Cumbria (Britain) a nuclear reactor overheat-
ed and caught fire. No one was killed but fourteen workers
received radiation overdoses. Small amounts of gas and dust
were released over the local countryside.

An official report said the accident was nearly a full-scale
disaster. The Nuclear Authority wanted the report published
but the Prime Minister at the time refused. He thought that
it would make people less confident in Britain's nuclear indus-
try. Thirty years later, the cabinet records of 1957 were re-
leased. Only then did the public discover what had really
happened in Curnbria.

1. One result of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster was that




A. 25, 000 people were killed
B. fresh foods were contaminated
C. people in Scotland were evacuated from their homes
D. hundreds of houses in Chernobyl were destroyed
2. According to the passage, nuclear accidents
A. are most unlikely to cause death

B. are always kept secret from the public
C. can only happen in underdeveloped countries
D. may happen in any country that has nuclear power sta-
tions
3. After the nuclear accident at Chemobyl many people in
Britain .
A. still believed it could not happen in their country
B. were not convinced that nuclear power stations could
be safe
C. accepted that there would be fewer deaths than in
drilling for oil
D. supported nuclear power stations -because world fuel
supplies were low
4. The British Government refused to publish the report on
the Cumbria accident because

A. Britain’s supplies of oil, coal and gas were running out
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B. it takes thirty years for the effects of radiation to ap-
pear

C. fewer people died in that accident than in other types
of accidents

D. it was concerned that the British people would doubt
their country's nuclear expertise.

. The people of Britain found out about their nuclear acci-

dent when __ . !

A. informed by the Nuclear Authority

B. people began dying from radiation overdoses

C. it was reported by the Central Electricity Generating
Board

D. papers that had been kept secret were released to the
public

. According to the passage, which of the following state-

ments is TRUE?

A. Nuclear power stations are Britain's primary source of
power.

B. Several workers died from radiation sickness within a
week of the Cherncbyl disaster.

C. The effects of the Chernobyl disaster were felt all over
Europe.

D. The accidents at Chernobyl and Cumbria were discov-




ered to be of the same magnitude.
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Passage 4

The shed could not have been more uncomfortable. Few

people would have been willing to work in such a place. In
summer it was like a hot house. If it rained, the water fell
drop by drop onto the table where they were working. If it
froze, then the stove had to be lighted, but it produced so lit-
tle heat that it was scarcely any improvement.

Marie sometimes worked in the courtyard in the midst of
dust and smoke. Sometimes she passed the whole day stirring
a boiling mass of the ore with an iron bar, almost as big as
herself. Inside the shed, her husband was working on the
most difficult experiments. Pierre and Marie knew that radi-
um was there in the tiniest quantity mixed up with the ore;
the difficulty was to isolate it. The days became months and
years. The work went on.

The two scientists passed this time in a dream, seeing
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very few people. They sometimes left their work in order to
drink a cup of tea, then they would talk endlessly about their
beloved radium.

“I wonder what it will be like, what it will look like,”
said Marie one day, with the curiosity of a child who had
been promised a play thing. “Pierre, what form do you
imagine it will take?”

“I don’t know,” the physicist answered gently, “I
should like it to have a beautiful colour.”

1. From the passage we know that the shed where they
worked was
A. comfortable
B. very small
C. the most uncomfortable
D. a little uncomfortable
2. In freezing weather, the stove can
A. make the room warm
B. hardly make the room warm
C. melt what was frozen in the room
D. make them happy
3. “The days became months and years.” means
A. they would finished the work within several days




B. it would take them months and even years to find radi-
urm
C. the days became longer and longer
D. if you work hard, a day can become a month and a
year
4. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. The two scientists worked with their whole hearts in
| their research work.
B. If you want to get radium from the ore, you have to
isolate it.
C. At that time Marie was still a pretty little girl.

D. Pierre wanted radium to have a beautiful colour.
5. Which of the following statements is true?
A. Difficult as the work was, they enjoyed working in the
shed.
B. Too much work made them lost heart.
C. There was plenty of radium mixed up with the ore.
D. It was not difficult to isolate the radium.
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