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Preface

China Network for Training and Research in Health Economics and Financing was established in
1991 by the Ministry of Health and the Economic Development Institute (EDI) of the World Bank.
The Network’s roles are to provide training of senior and middle level government officials for improv-
ing their skills of policy implementation and management; to develop and implement the training of
trainers program for Network staff; to conduct policy research to assist the government in making
health policy decisions; to provide consultative services to government agencies in various levels.

At present, the Network consists of the China Health Economic Institute and nine member insti-
tutions located in medical universities throughout China. Specifically, these institutions are the Health
Management Training Centers or Health Economics/Management Departments in the Medical Univer-
sities of Beijing, Shanghai, Tongji{ Wuhan), Harbin, Huaxi(Chengdu), Xian, Shandong, Dalian,
and Hunan. Some professors of Health Economics in Zhongshan Medical University and Hubei Chinese
Traditional Medical College are as individual members of the Network. Health Economic Departments
of Anhui Medical University, Jiangxi Medical University, Shandong Weifang Medical College and
Jiangsu Medical Information Institute are the observers of the Network. They also join the Network
activities.

In recent years, the Network successfully executed its first Five Year Plan (1991 ~1995) under
the auspices of the Network Steering Committee of Chinese Ministry of Health and the Economic De-
velopment Institute of World Bank. The second Five Year Plan (1996 ~2000) is running smoothly.
During the last six years, the Network has conducted nine training courses(EXT) for government offi-
cials, and assisted the Ministry of Finance and a number of provincial health bureaus in the delivery of
health finance training programs for central and local cadres respectively. The participants in these
training activities totaled over one thousand. Four senior policy seminars also have been held. Addi-
tionally, 11 courses and workshops have been offered to Network members. The Network has also or-
ganized some overseas study tours for government officials and faculty of the Network to increase their
awareness of international experiences in the health sector. In the area of policy research, the Network
has conducted several studies on how to develop health care services under the socialist market econo-
my. Furthermore, the Network has developed the relationship with international organizations, such
as World Bank, WHO, IHPP and UNICEF. Under the support of UNICEF, World Bank and MOH
of China, the Network in collaboration with Harvard School of Public Health has carried out the re-
search project of Financing and Organization of Health Care for the Poor Rural Population in China.
Up to now, some projects supported by the Network have obtained the awards from Ministry of Health
of China. Some have been paid more attention by departments of government and international organi-
zations. Some have had the impacts on the decision making in some departments of government.

The Collection of Network’s articles is edited and published under the approval of the Network
Steering Committee. It includes the papers published by the members of the Network in newspapers

and magazines, important research reports of the projects supported by the Network, and papers pub-



lished by other researchers who undertook the projects of the Network until the end of 1996. This Col-
lection collects 351 articles and reports. They are divided into 8 aspects: Health Economic Theories
and Policies, Health Financing and the Allocation of Public Health Spending, Study on Total Health
Expenditures, Regional Health Planning, the Reform of Medical Security System for Employees, Ru-
ral Health Economics, Economic Studies on the Prevention and Treatment of Diseases, Hospital Eco-
nomic Study. In order to maintain the original articles and let the readers look up easily. Besides the
organization of the articles, the content and quotations may not the changed.

The report of General Secretary Jiang Zemin in the 15th National Congress of the Communist
Party of China makes many important new ideas. The members of the Network should earnestly study
this report, deeply understand it, and let it guide the policy research in the future. If the contents of
the Article Collection could have some wrong ideas. Please do not hesitate to criticize for our inadequa-

cies and inappropriateness.

" Editors
October 1997
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