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Unit One

A Pilgrimage to
BYU

Business as usual for BYU?? Absolutely. Except that this week
the average student is about 40 years old and has paid only $ 29 tu-
ition. It’s Education Week.

“There’ s nothing else like it, ” says Neil Carlile , director of Ed-
ucation Week. “ We believe it’ s the largest single-event continuing
education program in the country and perhaps the world.”

Every August, Education Week participants flock to Provo’.
They come in cars, planes, and motor homes, from nearly every
state and (in 1998) 15 foreign countries. They come solo or in
groups, as couples or entire families. They come armed with note-
books, scriptures, and formidable enthusiasm.

“It’ s an opportunity to be educated by the cream of the crop,
the best professors in the world and in the Church®,” says Christina
Anderson of Nibley’, Utah,” The whole experience is a real high—|
always go home walking off the ground for six months®. It’s an op-
portunity for self-improvement that i couldn’t get anywhere else.”




“This valley’ is like a little spiritual Mecca®,” says Scott L.
Anderson, an instructor at the Orem’ Institute of Religion and a
long-time Education Week presenter.” People come here and
recharge their spiritual batteries. That definitely happens at Educa-
tion Week.”

An Appetite for Education

By 10 A. M. only remote parking spaces remain. Although full

of vehicles, the RV camping lot west of the Richards Building!® is

nearly empty of people. Ditto for the dorms'’.

" Campus has been invaded by crowds wearing cream-colored
name tags. Though it is a bright, hot August day, this is prime edu-
cational time. Most people walk purposefully, pausing only to con-
sult the maps in their blue bulletins. Moving against this current can
be hazardous, and the worst pedestrian congestion occurs around
the Wilkinson Center'?. In some years there are more people at Ed-
ucation Week than there are full-time students enrolled at BYU.

Yet these sometimes-competing consumers stay remarkably
chipper. “I like running between classes,” says Janet Anderson
from Great Falls, Mont!®>. I’m amazed at how they’ ve managed all
these people and how organized it is. | like the lines'* and the food
and the people and everything.”

In many ways, Education Week provides an authentic universi-
ty experience. Some patrons live in dorms. Like full-time BYU stu-
dents, they wait in lines for food, rest rooms, book purchases, and
popular ciasses. They carry backpacks, take notes, run across
campus, and talk for hours. And they run into friends unexpectedly.
While buying lunch, Doug and June Blackhurst from Nampa, !da-
ho'®, saw their long-time friends Tamie and Robert Williams, who
live in Boise, Idaho'®. Though Tamie had come before, 1998 was
Robert’s first year at Education Week. “He’s hooked on it now,
too, | think,” she says with a smile.

The couples sit around a table in the Cougareat”, sharing sto-
ries as they eat their sandwiches. “it’s like when we were actually
going to school at BYU,” Robert says. “You’ d be around the




Wilkinson Center and see someone you know. It’s neat to see all of
the people that have the same vaiues, want to do what’s right, and
come here to get inspired.”

Inspiring people has been the goal of Education Week since its
1922 beginning as Leadership Week. “It’s always been intended to
help individuals in their Church callings, their home life, or their
professional life,” Carlile says. With more than 1,100 classes
taught by about 200 presenters, the program has something for ev-
eryone.

“We’ ve been going to classes all day long, ” says Llene Luker
from South Jordan, Utah'®. “A Book of Mormon'® class, how to be
more creative, a class on attitude. | went to a class about the
Prophet Joseph Smith®”; my husband went to a couple of invest-
ment and financial classes. We ended with ‘ Communicating with
Adult Chiidern, ' because we have three of those. We start with
the 8:30 A.M. class and go through till 7 P.M.”

The Lukers’ packed schedule is not unusual. “It’s not a restful
vacation, ” says Christina Anderson. “You run around and feed your
brain from morning tilt night. The whole thing is exhausting, but it’s
really exhilarating too.”

Educatoin Week patrons may be 16 or 60. Though about half of
them live in Utah, there are sizable contingents from most western
states, and some regular patrons live thousands of miles from Pro-
vo. Then backgrounds and interests vary widely, but they share a
voracious appetite for knowledge.

“Life’ s demands seem to take people away from learning, ”
says C. Terry Warner, a BYU philosophy professor and regular Ed-
ucation Week presenter. “They get married and get jobs and the
press of life just keeps them from learning. The hunger grows—
they don’t even realize how much it grows. And when they get
back in a learning environment they just love it.” ‘

In recent years the program’s reach has expanded, as select-
ed lectures have been broadcast over KBYU? and the Church satel-
lite network. In 1998 20 hours of lectures, more than 66, 500 view-




ers and listeners. “Our goal is to provide educational opportunities
for as many people as possible,” Carlile says.

The Education Migration

People come to Education Week for the first time because rel-
atives bring them, because friends invite them, or because a
neighbor has spent an entire year talking about it. They come be-
cause they love to learn, because they enjoy campus, or because
they desperately need time away from home to reflect and refocus.
They return consistently, faithfully—even religiously—to renew
their energy and drink in the Spirit*>. Some participants plan the
year around that crucial week in August.

“In 1977 | went to a party with my friend, ” says Maureen John
from Emmett**, Idaho. “I had just married a man who had four chil-
dren; | had two children. We were talking about the problems of
blending families, and my friend said, ‘| know what you need, You
need Education Week. ’ | said, “What’s Education Week?’ So she
brought me to Education Week the first year.”

> in 1977 Maureen John was one of about 14, 500 Education
Week participants; in 1998 she was one of nearly 30, 000, her
friends and daughters among them. Her story reveals the key to the
program’s growth: word-of-mouth advertising®. “I went home and
told my sister, ‘You need Education Week.’ And so she came.
Through the years I’ ve brought members from my ward, and finally
my daughters got old enough to come. We just keep coming.”

Education Week engenders remarkable loyalty among people
from many regions and generations. Lenore Scoville McNaugton
may hold the record for Education Week attendance. Now 88, she
began attending Education Week 46 years ago, when it was called
Leadership Week and was held in June. At that time many classes
were designed for stake leaders and taught by general Church offi-
cers. “I was the stake Relief Society president for nine years, ” she
says. “And my name was the first one on the list because it was the
Alberta Stake®®. | was called in 1952, and | never missed after
that. ” She adds, “I felt that it was my obligation to my family and




as a Church leader to provide the best leadership and learning that
| could to fulfill my responsibility to my Heavenly Father?’. | felt that
listening at Education Week was the answer.”

McNaughton still tives in Cardston’®, Alberta, Canada, and
she has made the 800-mile trip to Provo with her children, mem-
bers of her stake Relief Society board, and many of her grandchil-
dren. Her extended family?® now gathers for Education Week, stay-
ing together in a condominium near campus.

And she remains as enthusiastic as ever. McNaughton’ s
daughter Eileen Baird, herself a 20-year veteran of Education
Week, worried about her aging mother this year. “Yesterday |
said, ‘Now Mother, maybe you’ Il get tired and you’ Il want to go
home, ’” Baird explains. “When | saw her about five hours after
that, she looked a lot better. | said, ‘Mother, you don’t look like
you’ve withered at all.” And she said, ‘Oh no, these classes—
they just perk me up.’”

“There’s so much here, so much intelligence and knowledge
of people who have spent their lives in this work,” McNaughton
says. “You can’t wait to get home and tell your kids about it—and
your friends. | tell them all the time to come down because | get so
much out of it, so much inspiration to help my children. The teach-
ers are so inspirational, you’ ve got enough to last you for a year.
And then you can’t wait to get back.”

Sheri Houston of Layton®®, Utah, has been coming back to Ed-
ucation Week for a dozen years. “When | first started coming | was
in Colorado™, and | was hungering for more spiritual food,” she
says. “ So | started coming with a friend and have come every year
since.”

Houston sits on the floor in a haliway of the JKHB*. She is one
of many women with the same objective: finding a seat in a favorite
class. Leaning against the tiled walls, they discuss insights they
have gained from the first two sessions of this now-essential class—
which will begin in exactly 23 minutes. As soon as the doors open,
they rise almost in unison, prepared to sprint for the classroom if




necessary.

The impact of Education Week cannot be adequately measured
in the numbers of repeat registrations. Nearly everyone finds Edu-
cation Week energizing, but for some patrons it is life-changing.

“I came because a friend signed me up, but it was timely be-
cause | had decided to renounce the Church,” one woman says.
“I’ve been a member all my life, |’ ve served in every possible
calling, and | felt | couldn’t make the grade anymore. The first day
| was here, | prayed fervently that someone would soften my heart,
and when | came to this class, it was what | needed. So I’m not
going to quit. | came in a crisis and I’ Il go home to a crisis, but at
least I’ Il go home with some ammunition to deal with my crisis.”

A sense of having been rescued from disaster and fortified for
the future is not unusual.

“As a mom | give so much all year long, ” says' Cindy Latimer
of Orem, Utah. “There isn’t a lot of time for yourself. | feel like
I’m living nine lives™, and there comes a point where you think,
‘Mine is the one least lived. "%

Latimer first came to Education Week at a time when, she
says, “ My cup was empty. You sometimes feel like you’re not be-
ing effective, almost like you’re failing. | was feeling discouraged
as a mom, and there were classes that gave me some new things to
try with my children, new ideas for traditions, new spiritual goals
that | could set with my family. | came back feeling ready to be a
good mom again. Education Week has sometimes been the very
thing that has given me the fuel to go on for another year.”

Family Tradition

Ada Mae Giriffin first came to Education Week more than 20
years ago. She has returned often, bringing her daughters and
grandchildren and, after his retirement, her husband Eldon. At first
the Griffins stayed in dorms or hotels. but since buying a motor
home they have always camped in the RV camping area® on cam-
pus. “It’s been fun watching these trees grow up in the parking lot
over the years,” Eldon says. “You could hardly find shade under




them when we started coming.”

Like other long-time patrons, the Griffins have rich Education
Week memories. “The first couple of years we had baby-sitters for
the little kids, and the two girls and | came,” Ada Mae says.
“Those were fun years.”

“We’ ve always had a lot of fun camping out in the parking lot
because we meet a lot of people,” adds Christina Anderson, the
Griffins’ daughter. “My parents have met friends of theirs from IHi-
nois*®, and we make new friends. Besides educating yourself in the
classes it’s fun that way.”

Nineteen-year-old Nicole Anderson sums up the Griffin clan’s
Education Week tradition in four words: “ Love it, coming again.”

About one-fifth of those who make the Education Week pilgrim-
age are youth ages 14 to 18. Many come with their families. Others
come with friends, eager to see BYU or socialize with other LDSY
teens.

“Education Week is different from other opportunities for the
youth, ” says Scott Anderson, who teaches youth classes. “They
feel a high energy level, and they’re excited about their associa-
tion with each other. At the same time we can focus specifically on
youth topics and work to translate the scriptures and the gospel into
the life of a young person. Many write back and say, ‘This was a

9

turning point for me.
Flocking Together

Whether they have previously attended BYU or not, Education
Week participants come to campus as to a place that carries rich
cultural memories. Some do come with a homing instinct®®
ing to the acres they walked as students. But others come with a
deeper need, a desire to flock with sheep from their own fold>.
For Latter-day Saints from areas outside the Mountain West*’, Edu-

, return-

cation Week provides a taste of the strength that comes in num-
bers.

Pat Pearson from Derbyshire*!, England, had a similar im-
pression. In 1998 she traveled to the United States with other sis-




ters*? from the Manchester Stake®’. After visiting Church history
sites, they came to Utah for Education Week. One of her significant
experiences occurred after an evening performance. “As | was
walking along, | was thinking, ‘It’s so reverent here.’ | mean,
there are 30, 000 people in this camp, and for this number of peo-
ple, it was so quiet and people were so friendly. | thought, °it
shows this Church is true.’ It really impressed me to see so many
young people walking about, and they’ re friendly to each other,
which is very unusual. Qut in the world they’ re usually spoiling for
a fight**. 1t’s wonderful to think that this is here and that the youth
are so faithful.”

South Africans Annette and Neville Van Rooyen may have trav-
eled farther than anyone eise to attend the 1998 Education Week.
it’s at least 10, 000 miles from Johannesburg®’ to Provo.

“It’s been a life’s dream for me and my husband to come and
see how the Church functions in Salt Lake, **” says Annette. She
knew of Education Week because she works for the Church Educa-
tional System in South Africa. And when friends invited them to visit
Utah, the Van Rooyens included Education Week in their plans.

“I’ ve come to glean as much knowledge as | can to take back
to my Relief Society sisters,” Annette says. “I get quite emotional
when | think about it—the joy of being able to have this knowledge
and to go back and share it with them. | write down every little de-
tail when it happens so | can capture that feeling. ”

© New Words and Expressions

pilgrimage /'pilgrimidz/ n. a journey, esp. a long one, made to
some sacred place as an act of reli-
gious devotion B2%

tuition /tju:'ifon/ n. the charge of fee for instruction, as

at a private school, or a college or

university % %%
event /i'vent/ n. an activity %3
solo /'soulou/ ad. on one’s own H.Jd Hh

scripture /'skriptfa/ n. any writing or book, esp. when of a




formidable /'fo:midsbl/ a.
cream /krizm/ n.
presenter /pri'senta/ n.
ditto /'ditau/ n.

bulletin /'bulitin/ n.

pedestrian /pi'destrion/ n.
congestion /kon'dzestfan/ n.
chipper /'t[ipa/ a.

patron /'peitran/ 7.

calling /'kalin/ n.
prophet /'profit/ n.

packed /'pakit/ a.
exhilarating/ig'ziloreitin/ a.
voracious /va'reifas/ a.

crucial /'kru:fal/ a.

ward /wod/ n.

engender /in'dzends/ vr.
stake /steik/ n.

sacred or religious nature 2 X, &
i

strong, forceful 38 ZUAY

the best part of anything ¥§%¢

one who presents Y ## 5, 7R it

the above LRI (#))

a catalog describing the courses
taught at a college or university (X
P IRFBU A

a person who goes on foot 1T A

overcrowding HiHf

in high spirits 245 R 2 H)

a person who is a customer, or
client, esp. a regular one, of a
store, hotel, or the like il

a vocation, profession, or trade R\l

the accredited leader of ‘religious
group (as the Mormons) & Hl (%
FERETH A ANATER . 2 F
Joseph Smith)

filled to capacity i H]

cheering & N EXH)

craving or consuming large quantities
of food X ZEH]

of vital importance, esp. with regard
to a decision £ X EHEEH

the Mormon local congregation hav-
ing auxiliary organizations (as Sun-
day schools and relief societies) and
one or more quorums of each office
of the Aaronic priesthood ( 3 [H BE
TEHEXH)H X

to produce =4

a territorial unit of Latter-day Saint




condominium / konds'minisn/ 7.

wither /'wido/ wvi.

perk /patk/ wvt.

tile /tail/ wvr.

unison /'jumizan/ n.

sprint /sprint/ vi.

renounce /ri'nauns/ vt.

fervently /'forventli/ ad.

ammunition /@mju'ni:fen/ n.

fortify/ 'fortifai/ wt.

Church jurisdiction comprising a

group of wards and governed by a

stake presidency X E BT EHE
X

an apartment house or other multiple
— unit complex, the units of which
are individually owned, with each
owner receiving a deed to the unit
purchased, including the right to
sell or mortgage that unit, and
sharing in joint ownership of any
common grounds, etc. 77 E I B 1
NE

to become dry and sapless F4 2%

to become lively, cheerful, vigorous,
etc, again i J 4k

to cover with thin slabs, sometimes
glazed, used for various purposes,
as in forming a floor i &4

a state or process in which all mem-
bers or elements behave in the same
way at the same time —Z§

to race or move at full speed for a

short distance as in running & #F

i)

to give up I F

in a way of showing very intense
spirit, feeling, enthusiasm, etc.#
i H

fired or denoted material used in
combat, and esp. bullets or shells
fired by guns 824

to strengthen mentally or morally(fE

AR K H BT ) W3R




clan /klen/ n. a group of people of common descent

K

gospel /'gospl/ n. the teachings of Jesus and the apos-
tles HI SR8 6 1100 2O

fold /fauld/ n. an enclosure for sheep

reverent /'revarant/ a. deeply respectful 84 #Y

glean /glin/ wt. to gather or learn, usu. bit by bit 18
8 i 5

be hooked on #---+- HRAE
In unison —‘ﬁﬂﬁ,ﬂﬁ

© Notes

1.
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“BAX" (pilgrimage) o

. BYU: Brigham Young University(i{AB K2R &, X KER—FEF

— %2 Tt 570 45 BB | BE T B A i L SL K 2, 1T 2 P T ER AL A W)
(Utah) W& Z K17 (Provo) o

. Provo: REMMMETLE Z R, EMAFERMIREL 45 HHE,

4. The Church: #§ the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints, Ef 8%k

9.

BEARMEEH S, XFRETH,

. Nibley: A3, FEIM M M ILER, BEER WAsRAL 24 50 L&,
. I always go home walking off the ground for six months: BKEIFK, & 2

WAL, KiE 6 MHZ A, walk off the ground B “IEH ME",

. This valley: 5% (Utah Valley), #{H 8 A2 B EER HLIX
8.

Mecca: ZZ10, YO HRF 1 1 84 P SRR T, 2 53 2 800 L A R R A i A
MM R i R BT B GO,
Orem: RAMMT, 765t ML M 3, 5% B R H 45

10. Richards Building: EE%%&%jﬁ% BB KENERT EMERRN

FEHHFERE,

11. Ditto for the dorms: &M EFTL— A, Ditto B&id, & X“F L, BT,

ERWAS”, EHTEWE S, Hiin.
A: I’m hungry. H. IR 7T .
B: Ditto. & . —#,




