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Lesson One

Text

What Is a Number ?

In very early times number names only went up to five for
the five fingers on one hand. So, at first five was the biggest
number, Later people counted up to twenty. To them the
words ‘“‘one hand” meant five, “two hands” meant ten, “two
hands and a foot” meant fifteen, and “both hands and feet”
meant twenty. And twenty was their highest number. .

But twenty was not big enough. Suppose a shepherd
had to count a large flock of sheep. How could he do it?

He might use a little pebble to stand for each sheep till
he counted ten. Then he put a bigger stone aside to stand
for each group of ten. By using bigger stones, he could count

faster and more easily.



We do the same thing when we change ten fen for one
figo. It is easier to count ten jigo than 100 fen. They are
both worth one yuan.

People need more kinds of numbers now because they
are doing more difficult things than counting sheep.

Just think of a world without numbers! We couldn’t
build ‘houses or cities, or make tractors or ships. We couldn’t
explore the seas or go to the stars. We couldn’t do without
numbers. We all need numbers.

New Words
1. early [‘adi] a By
ad. B
2. name [neim] n. . B2 BE B
3. only [‘ounli] ad, R, R
a. ME—
4, finger ['fingoa) n. Fi8
5. count [kaunt] uf.,ui, X, ®
6. twenty ['twenti] num, =+
7. word [wa:d] n. Wy 58
8. mean [mi:n] 2. BER
meant [ment]
meant
10. high [hai] a. HE (R, $EB. KIBRXY
11. enough [i'naf] ad. B
a RBE, FTRM
12, suppose [so'pauz] zt. - ¥ BE
13. shepherd ['fepad] n. BEAN
14, flock [fk] n. Bt
15, sheep (8, B%R) [fip] n. %
16. pebble ['pebl] n. A
17, dll (til] prep., conj. BE 1k

2



18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23.
24,
25,
26.
27,
28,
29.
30.
3.
32.
33.

A AW N

stone [stoun] .

A, Fk

aside [2'said] ad. g, £—8
group [gru:p] n. B UNME

fast [faust] ad. &, M

easily ['izili] ad. KoM, RENH
easy ['1:zi] a. HHW

worth [w2:0] a. IR 3 (EAF e
kind [kaind] =. Fry K

because [bi'koz] conj. HH

world [wa:ld] a. 5

without [wi'Saut] prep. RE

tractor ['trzkta] 7. L

ship [{ip] ». B, M

explore [iks'pla:] ot F )

sea [siz] n. i, B

star [sta:] n. B, BE

Phrases and Expressions

at first Fok3l]
a flock of — i
put ... aside feveen WiE—3
stand for KE, FHR
change ... for ... Plecorodaoeenee
do without P e ene WiF
Notes

In very early times number names only went up to five for the five fingers

on one hand.

RG-S, BT—RIEREALMESL, TORHBIURE EAE,
XHE times 7E ‘BRI, time {E R BN, HRAEEER.

He might use a little pebble to stand for each sheep till he counted ten,

Rifth e H— NG RRE—H ¥, HFMEE T,



411 to stand for each sheep REFFERLIE, 1ER 8, © 1
JBEZhE we, till Bi%7H, till he counted ten EREKIEMNT,

3. By using bigger stones, he could count faster and more easily.
AX—EWAEX RBRIBERERS X,
X EHy using RZA use WA B R using bigger stones B
& WEIE, EME by WEE.
4. It is easier to count ten jigo than 100 fen.
B ALB—BIES.
FERSEIE to count ten jiao RAMMWEIEXIF. it RETHHA,
ERR E3E.
5. They are both worth one yuan.
ENC-AR—-A5) n{ESRE—T,
worth RIEEE, EDPERE. =8 worth FHERIRE 7 R
HEAFENREIE. X,
Her new coat is worth ten yuan.
fenodt ERET T,
This book is really worth reading.
RABHLMES T,
6. People need more kinds of numbers now because they are doing more
difficult things than counting sheep.
REAMBEESMAGE, BHENEEE LBEEENEE,
XE counting sheep R ZH&iALEIE, £ than KM 4 H
fEXiE, [FEE 1 "R is difficult, IEfn, He is taller than I

(am tall).
7. Just think of a world without numbers ! We couldn’t build houses or
cities, or make tractors or ships.
BE—-TRA RFHHARMT 28T ?kﬂ]%iﬁﬂb’éf& BEBRERR
W, BEEHERIVREERA.
AR couldn’t FRFR—MEHEES, MRER—HEE.



Dialogue
Something about English Words

Student: What does the word diver mean?

Teacher: Do you know what dive means?

Student: To dive is to go below the surface of the water,

Teacher: Right, Then you must know what a diver is, It is someone
who dives and works at the bottom of the sea.

Student: I see. The word diver comes from dize.

Teacher: In the same way, the word teacher comes from feach., Isn’t Eng-

-

lish easy?

Student:  Sometimes,

New Woxrds
1. diver ['daiva] n. HBAKE, HKR
2. dive [daiv] vi.,n. b4
3. below [bi'lau] prep. e TiE
ad. ETH

4. surface ['sa:fis] n. E i)
5. someone ['samwan] pron, *A, BA
6. bottom [‘'botam] =, E&, &
7. able ['eibl] a. FREIH ~
8. sometimes ['samtaimz] ad. B

Phrases and Expressions
be able to  (#ERER) 8B, &

Grammar

HESMIENG (The Degrees of Adjectives and Adverhs)
BEAMEEN AR REE LRER, Ao RES, WEBNEER.
A BMENTNAREIE B R (The Positive Degree); 355545 eere 5



YT "EXERFA 34 (The Comparative Degree); FEx “F-e
B MR RS (The Superlative Degred), 1,

K % tb B % B &5 %
high higher highest
casily more - easily most easily

1. # R

KESTBEW, BIAMR LR AR SR ZERNA,
A $%%i€]$ﬂ%{$%ﬂ%%§ﬁ, —REFREN er G D MR LERE,
I -est G [ist) MR B &R 4

R % Ol B % B A %
clean cleaner cleanest
hard ~ harder! hardest
narrow narrower ~ narrowest
- B ZEWAMBLRE W, FERG0 more MpLEhiRe%, i most ¥y
BREE%, i,
R % b 8 & B B %
beautifutl more beautiful most beautiful
carefully more carefully most carefully -
famous more famous most famous
JUER, BIAEM -er, -est MR HLEFNRBENIUEET 5 /1
R
a. Ll e ZEMHE, R -r, st, 1,
R % b 8 % B B %
large : larger largest
late later latest
b. LIREFEMN y BROA, &% vy i, B -, -est, &,
K % bt 8 % B B %
early earlier earliest
easy easter easiest

o DEZATTER, MERRET - THEZHNHE, 5*&22“%’15_‘(—-
WEFE, B -er, st i,

" % kb 8 & B’ B %
big bigger biggest
hot hotter hottest



