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PRACTICAL ENGLISH TEST FOR COLLEGES

Level A

SAMPLE TEST

Part I Listening Comprehension(15 minutes)
Directions : This part is to test your listening ability. It consists of 3 sections.

Sectio A
Directions : T'his section is to test your ability to understand short dialogues. These are 5 record-
ed dialogues in it. After each dialogue, there is a recorded question. Both the dia-
logues and questions will be spoken only once. When you hear a question. you
should decide on the correct answer from the 4 choices marked A),B),C)and D)
given in your test paper. Then you should mark the corresponding letter on the An-
swer Sheet with a single line through the centre.
Example: You will hear:
You will read :A)New York City.
B)An evening party.
C)An air trip.
D)The man’s job.
From the dialogie we learn that the man is to take a Jlight to New York. There-
Jores C)An air trip is the correct answer. You should mark C) on the Answer Sheet

with a single line through the centre. Now the test will begin.

1. A)The woman is busy working.
B)The woman can’t take the message.
C)Mr. Jackson is in his office.

D)Mr. Jackson will be back soon.

2. A)Stella should go home immediately.
B)Stella should not worry about her family.
C)Stella should write home more frequently.
D)Stella should phone her family.



3. A)He is a businessman,
B)He is the boss of a company.
C)He is a bus driver.

D)He is a professor.

4. A)Whether the woman is in good health.
B)Whether the woman has written to her parents recently.
C)Whether the woman is about to write a letter to her friends.

D)Whether the woman still receives a lot of letters.

5. A)The class usually begins at 3.
B)Professor Smith didn’t have class today.
C)The woman’s class ended ahead of time.

D)The woman wasn’t with her classmates.

Section B

Directions : T'his section is to test your ability to understand short conversations. There are 2
recorded conversations in it. After each conversation, there are some recorded ques-
tions. Both the conversations and questions will be spoken two times. When you hear
a question, you should decide on the correct answer from the 4 choices marked A) .
B) «Cdand D) given in your test paper. The you should mark the corresponding let

ter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.

Conversation 1

6. A)A native of the city. C)A visitor to the woman’s family.
B)A stranger to the place. D)An old friend of the woman.
7. A)It’s worth visiting. C)She’s been there many times.
B)She knows a lot about it. D)It’s not far from the city center.
8. A)At Kathy’s school. C)At Mrs. Strong’s home.
B)In the police station. . D)On the phone.
9. A)a whole day. C)The whole morning
B)The whole afternoon. D)A whole night.
10. A)Red. C)Brown.
B)Blue. D) Yellow.



Section C

Directions : This section is to test your ability to comprehend short passages. You will hear a
recorded passage. After that you will hear five questions. Both the passage and
the questions will be read two times. When you hear a question, you should com-
plete the answer to it with a word or a short phrase. The incomplete answers are
printed in your test paper. You should write your answers on the Answer Sheet

correspondingly. Now the passage will begin.

1i.She was a

12. She came from

13. Because she

14. They either saw each other or

15. She seemed to be

Part I Structure(15 minutes)

Directions : T'his part is to test your ability to construct grammatically correct sentences. It con-

sists of 2 sections.

Section A
Directions : In this section, there are 10 incomplete sentences. You ure required to complete each
one by deciding on the most appropriate word or words from the 4 choices marked A),B).C)

and D). Then you should mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line
through the centre.

6. is known to all, China is a developing country.
A)Which ClAs
B)What D) That
17. Look, the trees are fallen. There a strong wind.
A)must be C)must have been
B)should have been D)could be
18. __  the report, I handed it to Jane, but she said that George was the person to
send it to.



19.

20.

21.

A)Having finished C)Being finishing

B)Finishing D)To have finished
The Greeks believed that individuals must be responsible their own actions.
A)dto Chof
B)with D)for
from life pressure,people have to go all out to work until they are tired out.
A)Suffering C)Being suffered
B)To suffer D)Having suffered
In Britain there have been many people over the age of 65 have begun a degree

course with the Open University and passed it successfully.

Adwhat C)that
B)which D)who

22. 1 T have to choose Jane and Rose, I would say Jane is the better to be my sec-
retary.
Adamong Chfor
B)with D)between

23. still a boy of ten. he started working to support himself.
A)For C)When
B)As D)Since

24. “Susan, what would you say if we go to see the film tonight?”
“Thank you, Tony. but I don’t think it is worth twice. ”
A)seeing C)see
Blto see D)seen

25. You your work ahead of time without their help.
A)haven’t completed C)weren’t completing
B)wouldn’t have completed D)shouldn’t have completed

Section B

Directions: T'here are 10 incomplete statements here. You should fill in each blank with the

26.

proper form of the word given in the brackets. Write the word or words in the cor-

responding space on the Answer Sheet.

This suit is rather dirty now. It’s some time since it (wash)



27. The right side of the brain controls our (imagine) ,and our understanding of

space and colour.
28. In some ways these schools are (differ) from Chinese middle schools.

29. People (live) comfortably in the towns hardly feel the pleasure of living in the

country.
30. Whenever I went back home I (bring) some gifts to my neighbours.

31. Either the teacher or the students are to blame for the bad results of the (examine)

32. A Youth Hostel is a place that offers a good night’s sleep in friendly surroundings at

(reason) price.
33. Over forty years(pass) since the first bridge was built in the district.
34. The couple seated in the restaurant seemed (have) a wonderful time.
35. The Chinese people are doing things no one(do) so far.

Part I Reading Comprehension (40 minutes)

Directions : T'his part is to test your reading ability. There are 5 tasks Jor you to fulfil. You

should read the materials carefully and do the tasks as you are instructed.

Task 1

Directions : After reading the following passage s you will find 5 questions or unfinished state-
ments, numbered 36 through 40, For each question or statement there are 4 choices
marked A),B),C),or D). You should make the correct choice and mark the corre-

sponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.

Each day every person in the United States throws away more than five pounds of
garbage (B 3&). There is more garbage now than ever before and most of it is made up of the
packages and cans in which we buy our food. The traditional way of getting rid of solid
wastes is quickly becoming inadequate. Many cities are experimenting with newer ways of
handling their growing piles of garbage.

One of these new ways is “recycling ([8] i & F§ ). Through recycling usable materials
are taken out of garbage and made into something else. These usable parts of garbage are put

10



