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About the Author

As a boy in Boston, Francis Parkman preferred
roaming the woods and reading about Indians to
reading his school books. A classmate said he had
“Injuns on the brain. "His fascination with Indians,
especially those who had not been changed by con-
tact with the white man, would lead him on a
2,000-mile, six-month journey into the wilderness
of the American West. The result was The Oregon
Trail and a series of other books recounting the
struggle between France and England for North
America.

In 1864, the 23-year-old Parkman, fresh out of
Harvard College, began what he called his “tour of
curiosity and amusement to the Rocky Mountains. ”

His health, poor before ke even began his jour-
ney, was further weakened by the hardships of trav-
el. Therefore, after his return, he had to dictate the
story of his travels to his cousin and friend, Quincy
Shaw, who had accompanied him on the journey.

The Oregon Trail first appeared as a series of
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magazine articles in 1847 ,and as a book in 1849. It
is now a classic of life in the early West before the
Gold Rush of 1849.

Despite his weakening eyesight and crippling
a1:thritis,which at times were so bad that he could
write no more than six lines a day, Parkman went
on to research and write the eight volumes of his
great history of the English and French in the New
World before he died in 1893.
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People You Will Meet

Francis Parkman, a young man who travels west to
study Indian life
Quincy Shaw, Parkman’s cousin who accompanies
him on his journey
Deslauriers, a teamster who tends the horses and
mules on the trip

Henry Chatillon, a brave hunter and guide
Kearsley, a wagon-train captain

Captain C—
ptain C three Englishmen who travel across
Jack Aomers bunti sediti
Mr. R merica on a hunting expedition
Old Smoke
Red Water
Si Indian chi

The Whirlwind touz Indian chiefs
Big Crow
Raymond, a Canadian hunter
Reynal }

ader.
McCluskey fraders
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Dressed for the Journey
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CHAPTER 1

The Frontier
VAR

“Francis Parkman!” exclaimed my friend and
cousin, Quincy Adams Shaw. “If our classmates at
Harvard! and our parents back in Boston could see
us now!”

“Will, Quincy, "1 said, “if we wish to study the
savage? Indians closely, the only sure way to do it
well is to meet them face to face on their home
ground. So we must travel as far west as the Rocky
Mountains to do it . And we must be properly
dressed and equipped® for so difficult a journey.” I
looked at his outfit?, then at mine, and added, “And
so we are.
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We wore red flannel' shirts belted around the
waist, buckskin leggings, and moccasing’ . Heavy pis-
tols® hung in our holsters on plain black Spanish sad-
dles*. Quincy carried a double-barreled shotgun,
while. I had a 15-pound rifle’. Beneath the protec-
tive white covering of our small cart lay our provi-
sions — a tent, ammunition®, blankets, food, and
presents for the Indians.

“An outfit,” I said, glancing’ from Quincy’s
clothing to horses to mules to cart, “more suitable
for hard use than for decoration.”

It was May of 1846. Quincy and | were in
Westport,on the Missouri River. Westport was con-
sidered the dividing line, or the “jumping-off” place
from the United States’ western frontier to the
wilderness. Beyond that wilderness lay Oregon and
California, each with about four thousand American
settlers. But in 1846, nearly three thousand emi-
grants were making the dangerous journey west a-
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