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Successful language learning / is active learning. / Therefore, / successful learners /do not
wait / for a chance / to use the language; / they look for such a chance. / They find people / who
speak the language / and they ask these people / to correct them / when they make a mistake. /
They will try anything / to communicate. / They are not afraid / to repeat / what they hear / or
say strange things; / they are willing / to make mistakes / and try again, / When communication
is difficult, / they can accept information / that is inexact or incomplete. / It is more important
/ for them to learn / to think in the language / than to know the meaning / of every word.
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. Unit 1

etz A#-7 (Reading Time: 5 minutes)

Johnny the Explorer

Johnny was three when he ran away from home for the first time. Somebody left the garden
gate open. Johnny wandered out, crossed some fields, and two hours later, arrived in the next village.
He was just able to give his name and address.

By the time he was seven, Johnny used to vanish from home two to three times a year. Some-
times he covered quite long distances on foot. On other occasions he got on a bus or even a train, and
simply sat there until someone asked for his ticket. Generally the police brought him home. “Why do
you do it?” they used to ask. “You aren’t unhappy at home, are you? ....” “Of course not,” Johnny
replied. “Then why?” “1 just like seeing places,” Johnny told them.

Johnny continued to “see places” although everyone tried to stop him. His parents used to
watch him closely, and so did his teachers; but sooner or later Johnny managed to slip away. As he
grew older, his favorite trick was to hide on a long distance truck. Sometimes he used to travel
hundreds of miles before anyone discovered him.

It is hardly surprising that eventually Johnny managed to get on board a plane. He was twelve at
the time. It was a cargo plane and, a few hours later, Johnny found himself in Cairo. How did he get
on board? No one knows! According to Johnny himself, it was easy: he just went into the airport,
walked along some corridors and got on board the nearest plane.

In spite of all this, Johnny did well at school. He enjoyed maths and languages and, perhaps not
surprisingly, he was especially good at geography. “What do you want to be when you grow up?” his
teachers asked him. Johnny did not take long to answer that question. “An explorer!” he answered.
“But it’s difficult to become an explorer in this modern age.” they tried to tell him, “unless you go into
space!” But it was no use: Johnny knew what he wanted!

Just before he left school, Johnny saw a notice in one of the daily papers. An expedition was
about to go to Brazil to travel up the Amazon River. There were vacancies for three young people

¢
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“willing to work hard and with a sense of adventure”. Johnny applied, and, two months later, he was

on his way to Brazil.

402 words
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Johnny the Explorer

Comprehension €xercise

Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.

I.

The first time Johnny ran away from home,
A) he was only 7 years old
B) he reached a town far away from home

C) he walked for two hours before he reached another village
D) he went into the fields after managing to open the garden gate

Johnny frequently left home because

A) he was unhappy there

B) he loved walking long distances

- C) he liked taking risks

D) he liked seeing new places

Johnny’s favorite means of traveling was

A) going around on foot

B) taking a train

C) taking a bus

D) hiding on a long distance truck

People around Johnny

A) tried to stop Johnny from going away from home
B) watched Johnny day and night in turn

C) talked him out of slipping away from home
D) kept following him to get him back

t1
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5. In school, Johnny ___
A) was only good at geography
B) did well in all subjects
C) was always thinking of exploring

D) was interested in learning about space

6. We learn from the passage that Johnny ___ .
A) went to Brazil two months after he finished school
B) answered an ad in the newspaper and found a job
C) went exploring along the Amazon river

D) left home for an expedition to Africa
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Terr A4-SE (Reading Time: 8 minutes)

Growing Pains

I guess it was not Scottie’s day. We did not know if something had happened, or if Scottie was
just feeling his age. After all, how grown up is a four-year-old supposed to act? But to really under-
stand what happened, let us start at the beginning. )

Mary and I had invited our nephew, Scottie, over for his usual Sunday supper. We always
looked forward to having him because he was a neat little boy. On this particular evening, he arrived
on time as usual. However, instead of hugs and kisses, Scottie just pushed past us and headed for the
sofa. I had to take a second look to make sure this was the right little boy.

While we waited for the roast chicken — Scottie’s favorite — to finish cooking, we sat on the
sofa talking. Right in the middle of one of my sentences, Scottie said suddenly, “Hey, Uncle Amold,
1 want to play my record.” The conversation came to a halt. A minute later, the record player was on
as loud as it could go with “Disco Duck”. Scottie was dancing and singing in the middle of the room.
Mary was talking to me, but I could not hear a thing she was saying. I was puzzled that I let the
matter pass with only a slight comment.

Soon dinner was served. We sat down, lit the candles, and started to eat. Scottie usually would
be the first to start eating, but tonight he just sat there and stared at me. “Aren’t you hungry?” I
asked. “Yes,” replied Scottie. “Then aren’t you going to eat?” “No, I’'m not,” he answered. “It’s your
favorite dinner,” said my wife. “I don’t want to eat,” answered Scottie. Paying no attention to his
strange behavior for the moment, I said, “Okay, if you don’t want to eat, you don’t have to eat. You
may sit and keep us company until we finish our delicious meal.” As we continued our dinner,
Scottie’s face looked confused and uncertain. |

After we finished dinner, we began clearing away the dishes,‘leaving Scottie to sit there with
that look of disappointment on his little face. When I removed the dish containing the roast beef, it
was more than he could bear. He stood up and threw his napkin across the table. Unfortunately, it hit
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one of the candles and caught fire. I.do'not know who cried out the loudest, myself or Scottie. We
both stood there with a look of horror on our faces. 1 took the napkin and put it out. Scottie started
crying. “I’m sorry,” he said. “ I was just trying to be Dennis. My teacher read us the book about
Dennis the Menace, and we thought all the things he did were so funny. But they are not funny when
1 do them. I don’t want to be Dennis any more.” We were glad that he was not Dennis any more, just

our little Scottie.

617 words
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Growing Pains

Comprehension €xercise

Put a T in the blank if the statement is true and an F if it is false.

[

Scottie was angry that dinner was not ready.

Mary was Amold’s wife.

Scottie had always been a discipline problem.

Scottie’s parents did not teach him any manners.

The narrator was used to being kissed by Scottie.

Scottie turned on “Disco Duck” in order to get the attention of Arnold and Mary.
Scottie had no brothers and sisters.

Scottie did not intend to burn the napkin.

XN WD

Scottie was acting like his preschool friends.
Arnold and Mary understood Scottie’s change in behavior at the end of the story.
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